




Habit 1: Recycle organic yard and kitchen waste on-site 

Use organic materials produced on-site to increase soil organic 

matter and biodiversity in your yard and garden to improve 

stormwater absorption, create habitat, recycle nutrients, and 

reduce the need for synthetic fertilizers. 

Actions: 

D Leave leaves where they fall, for habitat and

healthy soil. go.umd.edu/leavetheleaves 

D "Grass-cycle" by leaving grass clippings on the lawn as fertilizer.

go.umd .edu / grass-cy:cle 

D Mulch lightly with organic material: leaves, pine needles, arborist

wood chips, undyed bark much. go.umd.edu/mulch-matters 

D Create brush piles for wildlife and pollinators, away from buildings.

go.umd.edu/brush-Riles 

D Leave stumps and logs as habitat and a source of soil organic matter.

D Compost kitchen and/or yard waste. Create an outdoor compost bin or

pile. Compost indoors using any of a variety of methods: vermicompost 

with a worm bin or use an indoor composting device. 

go.umd.edu/outdoor-comRosting 

go.umd.edu/vermicomRosting 

go.umd.edu/leavetheleaves
go.umd.edu/grass-cycle
go.umd.edu/mulch-matters
go.umd.edu/brush-piles
go.umd.edu/outdoor-composting
go.umd.edu/vermicomposting


go.umd.edu/downspouts
go.umd.edu/rain-gardens
go.umd.edu/permeable-hardscapes
go.umd.edu/watershed-protection
https://certified.cblpro.org/location/
go.umd.edu/rain-barrels-cisterns


go.umd.edu/MDNativePlantsProgram
go.umd.edu/find-your-soil
go.umd.edu/soil-testing
go.umd.edu/native-plant-finder
go.umd.edu/keystone-trees


go.umd.edu/native-plant-list
go.umd.edu/shade-landscape
go.umd.edu/windbreaks
go.umd.edu/plants-for-erosion
go.umd.edu/privacy-screen-plants


go.umd.edu/mulch-matters
go.umd.edu/mulching-trees-shrubs
go.umd.edu/planting-trees-shrubs
go.umd.edu/soft-landings


https://mdinvasives.org/
go.umd.edu/invasive-plant-guide
go.umd.edu/disposing-non-native-plants
go.umd.edu/assertive-native-plants
go.umd.edu/woodland-stewards


go.umd.edu/pollinators-and-pesticides
go.umd.edu/integrated-pest-management
go.umd.edu/stem-nesting-bees
go.umd.edu/specialist-bees


go.umd.edu/pollinators-and-beneficials
go.umd.edu/protect-migratory-birds


go.umd.edu/lights-out
go.umd.edu/keep-cats-indoors
go.umd.edu/bird-collisions
go.umd.edu/cleaning-bird-feeders
go.umd.edu/marine-debris
go.umd.edu/wildlife-crossings
go.umd.edu/bug-zappers


go.umd.edu/maryland-fertilizer-law
go.umd.edu/challenge-of-lawns
go.umd.edu/lawn-aeration


go.umd.edu/living-shorelines
go.umd.edu/be-salt-smart
go.umd.edu/scoop-the-poop
https://mycoast.org/md/storm
go.umd.edu/maintain-septic-systems


Habit 8: Educate friends, family, and neighbors about 

Bay-Wise/Water-Wise MD Living Landscapes practices 

Tap into your social networks to spread the word and help make 

widespread environmental improvements. 

Actions: 

□

□ 

Post informational/educational signage.
Friendly 

-«t-. Yard·� 

Establish "cues to care" that show neighbors that your ecological 

landscape is being tended. go.umd.edu/cues-to-care 

D Tell your story:

o Speak at a local gathering.

o Lead a garden or landscape tour.

o Educate your local leadership: HOA. municipal, or county.

o Share native plants and/or information about where to

purchase them locally.

o Share your experience on social media.

Total Your Score! 
(Multiply your number of actions by 3 to calculate your score 

for each category, then total in bottom row.) 

Section 
Number of 

Actions 
Score 

Habit 1 

Habit 2 

Habit 3 

Habit 4 

Habit 5 

Habit 6 

Habit 7 

Habit 8 

Total 

go.umd.edu/cues-to-care


Notes 



Notes 







extension.umd.edu/locations
go.umd.edu/get-bay-wise
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