


Once your raised bed is in place, fill it with a mixture of compost and ‘
garden soil or purchased topsoil. You can remove the top 4 inches of

topsoil from the path around the raised bed and add it to the mix. You
may be able to find local garden centers or nurseries that sell topsoil
mixed with compost. If using existing garden soil, have it tested
(including a lead test) by sending a sample to a soil testing_laboratory.

Learn the size of the “footprint” of the vegetables you want to
grow—the amount of space your plants will take up when fully
grown. An 8-in. tall tomato transplant grown in a 4-in. pot will
grow into a 6-ft. tall plant, taking up 2-3 ft. of space.

Filling your raised bed with 6-8 inches of soil and compost will smother any grass
and weeds. They will decompose in place adding organic matter to the soil.

Or you can kill grass and weeds by covering the planned garden space with a single
overlapping layer of cardboard or sections of newspaper and then spreading compost
and soil on top. Plant roots will grow through the decomposing cardboard or
newspaper into the soil below.
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Learn more:

Web pages- go.umd.edu/FoodGardening Videos- https://www.youtube.com/UMDHGIC
Blog articles- Get answers to your gardening questions-
https://marylandgrows.umd.edu/?s=vegetables go.umd.edu/AskExtension
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