Maryland Collaborative for Beginning Farmer
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: Situation - According to the 2012 USDA Ag Census the
BEG'NN'NG average age of farm operators in Maryland continues to rise
from 55.9 in 2002, to 57.3 in 2007 to 59.0 in 2012. In
Maryland, there are now seven times more principal farm
Former SUCCQSS operators 65 and older than 34 and younger. The diversity of
agriculture in Maryland provides many opportunities for
successful farm enterprises, including many Direct-to-Consumer channels. 22% of beginning
farmers participate in direct-to-consumer marketing channels according to the USDA 2012

agriculture census. Maryland has over 130 farmers markets listed in the Maryland Department of
Agriculture’s Farmers Market Directory for the 2014-2015 season (MDA 2014).
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v Implement: Farm plans, start agricultural enterprises
and continue as successful beginning farmers.
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Partners - The Maryland Collaborative for Beginning . _ ———
Farmer Success joins the University of Maryland with the ';;‘:lzg‘:iﬁg’:;t;‘;;”d f:ﬁ:,",f,ﬂf;g‘}ﬁe’;f,?,',"cg"‘g
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collaborative goal is to increase the knowledge, skills and and farm apprenticeship program. USDA

abilities of Beginning Farmers and train them to develop |

and operate successful farm enterprises. Through = .

workshops, conferences, web materials, mentoring and www.extension.umd.edu/newfarmer
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apprenticeships Beginning Famers have been able to
explore, define, refine and implement.
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Need - Beginning Farmers are

concerned most about: In the next five years Beginning Farmers

1. Avaiable farmland to rent or Plan to:
purchase ‘ o
2. Access to credit and finanicng Enrollin mepr‘rt()‘;rr/:rzzre”t'ceSh'p .
3. Marketing assistance
P I
. urchase land
Thankfully, many new farmers
have a lot of passion, enthusiasm Start farming [
and drive to be successful "niche" . :
Continue education  [INENEG_
farmers. Unfortunately, many
struggle as new farmers because Explore farming opportunities |

they do not have access to hands-
on knowledge. This is by far the
biggest Challenge" _ participant MD Beginning Farmer Needs Assessment, 2015
I
Actvities - The Collaborative reaches Beginning Farmers through a variety of educational outlets
with events throughout Maryland.
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Beginning Farmers Reached - Y1 and Y2

Education Initiatives 2,162

Coaching 576 Maryland Beginning Farmer
Mentoring 22 Team spans the state from
Land Access 186 Western Maryland to the
Apprenticeships 23 Atlantic Ocean.

TOTAL 2,969

Virtual - The Beginning Farmer website was created
in 2012 and has had over 17,000 page views. The
site includes production information, resources,
news, articles, events, mentoring, apprenticeships
and much more. The site also includes links to our
YouTube and FaceBook site. There are 16 videos
posted with the most popular being Introduction to AEENNG
Plasticulture and Drip Irrigation with 503 views. Farmer Success 8

https://www.facebook.com/beginningfarmersuccess
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The University of Maryland Extension programs are open to any person and will not discriminate against anyone because of race, age, sex, color, sexual
orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, national origin, marital status, genetic information, political affiliation, and gender identity or
expression.
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Professional Development - In 2014 the Maryland Project
hosted a three day Beginning Farmer and Rancher Professional
Development Meeting in partnership with USDA-NIFA. The
meeting brought together over 30 project directors from around
the United States.

Project Demographics - The project continues to reach a broad
audience with a continued focus on underserved and limited
resource audiences.

Gender Age Race

4

m White/Non-Hispanic

m Under 25 25-34
Black/African-American
35-44 m 45-54
More than one race
m Male Female 55-64 65 and over

m American Indian or Alaska Native

Results - The project measures success by evaluating participants following educational events to
discover knowledge gained and intentions regaurding business management, crop and livestock
production. Results are used to measure goals, plan future events and determine the success of
programs. Charts include selected data from evaluations in year 1 and year 2 for end of session
and intentions following the program.

The University of Maryland Extension programs are open to any person and will not discriminate against anyone because of race, age, sex, color, sexual
orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, national origin, marital status, genetic information, political affiliation, and gender identity or
expression.



End of Session - Crop Knowledge
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Intentions Following Session

100% 90% 86%
20% 74% 75%
0

60%
40%
20%

0%

Start their Own Business Write a Business Plan  Develop Farm Financial Create Goals and a Farm
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Participant Quotes - “I really admire the efforts
put in by the University of Maryland Extension,
Chesapeake Alliance for Sustainable Agriculture,
and other organizations in Maryland, to support
farmers. I do feel as if resources are available to me,
and there is support if  need it.” - 2014 participant

“Broadened my perspective of opportunities outside
of my area of experience as

United States National Institute

gggz;‘l’t'l'ﬁ:t of g\;':igﬁlc:uigd well as give me a good
MARYT AND SMADC feel about how realistic my busmess plan
EXTENSION H"l"“ HAIWEST may be.” - 2013 participant

Solutions in your community “This project was supported by

- Development Program of the National Institute of Food and « . i ;
Agriculture, USDA, Grant #2012-49400-19552. To find more resources DO the research, aSk questlons, If-lt doesn t
and programs for beginning farmers and ranchers plecase visit

UNIVERSITY . ;MARYLAND www.Start2Farm.gov. a component of the Beginning Farmer and ”_ 1C1
AR OO RE Ly start2Farm.aoy a compo; work on paper...” - 2013 participant

The University of Maryland Extension programs are open to any person and will not discriminate against anyone because of race, age, sex, color, sexual
orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, national origin, marital status, genetic information, political affiliation, and gender identity or
expression.
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