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Calvert County 4-H Volunteers’ Association 
Scholarships and Financial Awards 

 
Purpose of Program:  The Calvert County Volunteer Association (hereafter called “the 
Association”)  supports the local 4-H program by providing funding for local program 
needs and by providing scholarships and financial awards for 4-Hers seeking to enrich 
their 4-H learning experience through attendance of official 4-H events and activities.   
The Association also provides funding for adult UME volunteers who are involved in 
training and educational activities in support of Calvert County 4-H. 
 
Priority Use of Funds:  Funding will be used as the Association deems appropriate for 
the following 4-H activities and programs: 
 

1) To provide educational scholarships to active 4-H members for out-of-county 
activities such as trips, exchanges, competitions, training sessions, meetings, 
etc. 

2) To provide educational scholarships to active 4-H members for county and 
local 4-H activities such as camps, training sessions or meetings, recreational 
activities, etc. 

3) To assist with or enrich ongoing county 4-H programs and events. 
4) To provide funds for new 4-H programs or activities. 
5) To provide funding in the form of grants for adult UME volunteer attendance 

of trainings, forums, and other official 4-H events. 
6) To provide funding for other activities deemed necessary and appropriate to 

further 4-H educational programs.  
 
Sources of Funds:  The Association obtains funds primarily through fundraising 
activities, grants, and donations.  These funds are maintained in the Association 
treasury and managed by the elected Association Treasurer, with the authorization and 
direction of the Association membership.   
 
Association Funds are obtained through the following means: 
 

1)  Fundraising Activities:  proceeds of product sales and events such as 
auctions or sales.  Fundraisers are coordinated by the Association, and all     
4-H clubs and members within Calvert County are strongly encouraged to 
participate. 

2) Donations:  The Association accepts monetary donations from individuals, 
organizations, or businesses. 

3) Grants:  With assistance from the Calvert County 4-H Educator, the 
Association may identify and apply for grants available to support 4-H 
activities.  These grants may be earmarked for specific use, and they will be 
managed and administered according to requirements of the specific grant.  
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The Association shall make a semi-annual designation of funds to be used for 4-H 
Scholarships and Grants.  Funding designations shall be made in January and July of 
each calendar year, for the following six-month terms.  The amount designated for the 
Scholarship Fund will be determined by vote of the Association membership, based 
upon the status of the Treasury.  Any funds not awarded by the end of the six-month 
period shall be returned to the Association Treasury. 
 
Eligibility for Funds:  Funds may be disbursed from the Association treasury in 
support of individual 4-Hers’ efforts, adult UME Volunteer activities, or to support county 
4-H program activities.  Award of benefits will be made available to programs and 
individuals without discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or 
handicap. 
 
 4-H Members:  Active Calvert County 4-Hers are eligible to apply for and receive 
Scholarships from the Association.  4-Hers applying for scholarships must meet the 
following eligibility requirements: 
 

1) The 4-Her must be currently enrolled in 4-H and have submitted an 
enrollment card for the year of the award. 

2) The 4-Her must actively participate in 4-H.  
3) The 4-Her must be enrolled in at least one project area.   
4) The applicant must request consideration for a scholarship from the 

Association, by completing an official application form. 
5) The 4-Her must agree to share what s/he learned from his/her experience 

with any forum deemed appropriate by the Association.   
 

 Adult MCE Volunteers:  The Association may provide monetary grants to adults 
who work with the 4-H Program as Volunteers or Leaders, to help defray costs 
associated with their training or participation in 4-H events outside Calvert County.   
Grants may be awarded to pay for such expenses as registration fees for training or 
Volunteer forums, travel expenses, etc. when the adult Volunteer is providing service to 
or representing the Calvert County 4-H program.  Adult Volunteers must apply for grants 
and must meet the following eligibility requirements: 
 

1)     The Volunteer must be trained and certified as a UME Volunteer within the 
Calvert County 4-H Program. 

2)    The Volunteer must be currently active within the county 4-H program.  The 
Volunteer need not serve as a Club Leader, but s/he must have made 
regular, recent, and significant contributions to some aspect of the 4-H 
program within Calvert County. 

3)    The Volunteer must request a grant from The Association, by completing an 
official application form.   

4)    The Volunteer must make a report of the outcome of the activity to the 
Association.   
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 Programs and Events:   The Association may provide funds to support county 
4-H programs and activities.  Award of funds to support such activities will be made at 
the direction of the Association Membership.  No written request is required for such 
funding.  A verbal presentation and request during the monthly Association business 
meeting shall suffice for request of funding.  The Association reserves the right to 
approve, deny, or table for further comment or consideration any request for funding at 
a monthly business meeting.  The decision of the Association to approve or deny 
funding for a 4-H activity or event shall be made by majority vote, and shall be 
considered final. 
 
Award of Funds:  All scholarships and grants applications will be evaluated by a 
Scholarships and Grants Committee of the Association.  
  

1) The Scholarships and Grants Committee shall be comprised of 3 members of 
the Association, as appointed by the Association Executive Committee 
(elected officers).   

2) Scholarships and Grants Committee members shall serve a term of one (1) 
calendar year, and they may be re-appointed to serve consecutive terms on 
the committee.  Committee members shall serve no more than three (3) 
consecutive years in this post. 

3) The current Association President shall not serve as a member of the 
Scholarships and Grants Committee.  Past holders of this office are eligible 
for appointment to this Committee.   

4) The Association Treasurer shall act as a non-voting advisory member of the 
Committee. 

5) The Scholarships and Grants Committee shall evaluate all applications for 
funding made by 4-Hers and Volunteers, and determine whether award of 
scholarships or grants under the rules of the Association is appropriate.  The 
Scholarships and Grants Committee shall determine the amount of the award 
for those applications that are approved.  All decisions of the Scholarships 
and Grants Committee shall be made by majority vote, and are final. 

6) Membership on the Scholarship and Grants Committee shall not prevent an 
applicant from applying for a scholarship.  The applicant will recuse 
him/herself from deliberation and voting regarding his/her application or an 
application by a family member.  In the event of a tie vote after a Committee 
member’s recusal, the Association Treasurer shall cast the deciding vote. 
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EDUCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
 Scholarships will be awarded on a reimbursement basis.  The 4-Her is 
responsible to pay for all fees and costs associated with the event, then apply for a 
scholarship for reimbursement of a portion or total of the event costs.  Scholarships will 
be awarded to defray official costs such as registration/entry fees, fees for official 
functions or events, costs for travel directly to/from the event, cost of “official meals” 
associated with the event (such as a luncheon or banquet dinner), etc.  All “unofficial” 
costs of attending a 4-H event, such as incidentals, supplies and materials, meals while 
traveling, etc. are the responsibility of the 4-Her and his/her family.   
 
Supported Events and Activities:  The Association Scholarship Program shall provide 
opportunities for scholarships in support of the following 4-H events and activities, as 
well as other 4-H events deemed eligible by the Association.  This list is not all-inclusive 
and is meant to be representative of the types of activities that may be supported by 
Association Scholarships. 
 
National Level:  National 4-H Conference, National 4-H Congress, National-level 4-H 
project or judging competitions, and other national-level events 
 
State and Regional Level:  Teen Focus, state “bowl” or judging contests, and other 
events 
 
County Level:  Camp on Wheels 
    
Maximum Award:  4-Hers may be awarded only one scholarship per calendar year.  If 
a 4-Her attends more than one event, s/he must select which event for which to request 
a scholarship.  There is no guarantee of the amount of award, which will be dependent 
upon the funds available for disbursement and the number of scholarship applicants.   
4-Hers may apply for reimbursement of up to 100% of the official costs of the event.  
However, the actual award may cover only a portion or percentage of the requested 
amount. 
 
Application Process:  The following process will apply to all applications for 
scholarships: 

1) The 4-Her attends the event.  All costs must be paid in advance by the 4-Her.  
The 4-Her may receive financial assistance from other sources, such as 
his/her 4-H club, local sponsors, etc.  The 4-Her is responsible to obtain any 
financial assistance outside the Association, and any financial assistance 
received must be reported in the scholarship application. 

2) Within 60 days of his/her return from the event, the 4-Her must submit an 
official Scholarship Application.  The application may be obtained from the 
Calvert County Extension Office.  Parental and/or leader encouragement and 
assistance is allowed, but the 4-Her MUST personally complete the 
application.  Handwritten applications are allowed, but they must be 
completed using the official application form. 
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3) Receipts for all expenses for which the 4-Her is requesting funding must be 
attached to the application. 

4) The 4-Her must agree to share what s/he learned from his/her experience 
with any forum deemed appropriate by the Association.  The 4-Her may be 
asked to attend an Association meeting to talk about the experience, write an 
essay or article for the local newspaper or website, attend a 4-H event and 
share the experience with other attendees, etc.  The Association will work 
with 4-H leaders and the County 4-H Educator to determine what activities 
may be appropriate, on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Exception for Financial Hardship:  If payment of official fees for 4-H event attendance 
causes a financial hardship that will prevent the 4-Her from participating in an activity or 
event that s/he may not again have the opportunity to attend, the Association may 
consider an “advance application” for a scholarship.  The scholarship eligibility 
requirements and application/award process will be otherwise the same as for a regular 
scholarship application.  Such circumstances will be considered on a case-by-case 
basis.   
 
 If a 4-Her wishes to submit an application to request a scholarship in advance of 
an event, the club leader must concur with the application and present the application to 
the Association, with an explanation of the circumstances.  The 4-Her must ensure that 
the application is made in sufficient time for the Association to decide whether to grant 
the scholarship prior to any registration and payment deadlines for the event.  If the 
Association awards a scholarship in advance of the event, the awarded funds will be 
paid directly to the organization sponsoring the event.  If the 4-Her fails to attend the 
event, s/he will be responsible to repay the amount of the scholarship to the Association 
treasury. 
 
Award of Scholarships:  Completed scholarship applications will be sent to the 
Association via the Calvert County Extension Office.  Award of grants will be determined 
by a majority vote of the Scholarships and Grants Committee.  The decision of 
Scholarships and Grants Committee is final.   
 
Disbursement of Scholarship Funds:  Scholarship awards will be disbursed from the 
Association treasury by check, made payable to the 4-Her, except as noted above.  The 
Association Treasurer will ensure that all scholarship awards are disbursed within 30 
days of the award of the scholarship.  Recipients are responsible for timely deposit of 
award checks; checks are by law void six months after date of issue.  Expired checks 
will not be reissued. 
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ADULT VOLUNTEER ACTIVITY GRANTS 
 

Volunteer activity funding will be awarded on a reimbursement basis.  The Volunteer is 
responsible to pay for all fees and costs associated with the event, then apply for 
reimbursement of a portion or total of the event costs.  Funding will be awarded to 
defray costs associated with the Volunteer’s attendance of 4-H activities,  such as 
registration/entry fees, fees for official functions or events, reimbursement for 
gas/mileage if the Volunteer drove 4-Hers to the official event, etc.  Scholarships will 
NOT be awarded to reimburse costs of meals, daily expenses, vehicle maintenance, 
etc.  (NOTE: if the official registration or attendance fee includes meals, the meal cost 
will be eligible for reimbursement).   
 
Supported Events and Activities:  Funding may be awarded to support activities 
where the adult Volunteer is providing service to or representing the Calvert County 4-H 
program.  Examples of such activities may include attendance of a national, state, or 
regional event as a chaperone for Calvert County 4-Hers, attendance of training 
sessions or policy/program forums at any level, and traveling to an event to serve as a 
leader or coach of a team or club of 4-Hers involved in a competition or other 
sanctioned 4-H event.  The Volunteer must be actively involved in the event for which 
s/he is seeking funding, not merely serving as a conveyance to deliver 4-Hers to a 
designated event or location. 
 
Maximum Award:  Volunteers may be awarded only one activity grant per calendar 
year.  If a Volunteer attends more than one event, s/he must select which event to apply 
for funding.  There is no guarantee of the amount of the grant; the amount awarded will 
be dependent upon the amount of funds available for disbursement and the number of 
applicants.  Volunteers may apply for reimbursement of up to 100% of the official costs 
of the event (registration, fees, supplies, etc.).  However, the award may be reduced to 
cover only a portion or percentage of the requested amount.  
 
Application Process:  The following process will apply to all applications for grants for 
funding of 4-H Volunteer activities: 

1) The Volunteer attends the event.  All costs must be paid in advance by the 
volunteer.  The Volunteer may receive financial assistance from other 
sources, such as a local 4-H club, local sponsors, etc.  The Volunteer is 
responsible to obtain any financial assistance outside the Association, and 
any financial assistance received must be reported in the grant application. 

2) Within 60 days of his/her return from the event, the Volunteer must complete 
an official Volunteer Grant Application.  The application may be obtained from 
the Calvert County Extension Office.  The application must contain a brief 
written summary of the activity and the how applicant’s involvement 
supported the Calvert County 4-H Program. Handwritten applications are 
allowed, but they must be completed using the official application form. 

3) Receipts for all expenses for which the Volunteer is requesting funding must 
be attached to the application. 
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4) The Volunteer must be willing to share the information/experience s/he 
gained through the activity with any forum deemed appropriate by the 
Association. 

 
Award of Volunteer Grants:  Completed grant applications will be sent to the 
Association via the Calvert County Extension Office.  Award of grants will be determined 
by a majority vote of the Scholarships and Grants Committee.  The decision of 
Scholarships and Grants Committee is final.   
 
Disbursement of Scholarship Funds:  Grants will be disbursed from the Association 
treasury by check, made payable to the Volunteer.  The Association Treasurer will 
ensure that all approved funds are disbursed within 30 days of the award of the grant.  
Recipients are responsible for timely deposit of grant checks; checks are by law void six 
months after date of issue.  Expired checks will not be reissued. 
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YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

CALVERT COUNTY 4-H VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

Date of 

Application: __________ 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name: ______________________________________ 4-H Club:  ___________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Age:  __________  Years in 4-H:  ________________ 

Phone Number:  ______________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________ 

Signature of Applicant:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

*This signature certifies all information provided in this application is true and accurate*

Signature of Parent/Guardian:     _______________________________________________________________ 

*This signature certifies all information provided in this application is true and accurate*

Signature of Club Leader:   ___________________________________________________________________ 

*This signature certifies this application is recommended for consideration*

EVENT INFORMATION: 

Name of 4-H Event:  _____________________________________________ Cost of Event:  ____________ 

Date(s) and Location 

of 4-H Event:  __________________________________________________ 

Amount 

Requested:  _______________ 

Description of 4-H Event:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you receive any other funding assistance for this event?     YES     NO    (circle one) 

If Yes, list source and amount: ________________________________________________________________ 

This award is based on participation in Calvert County 4-H Programs.  You must complete the following 

fields, as well as a short essay explaining why you feel you should receive this scholarship (see 

instructions below).  You must earn at least 40 of 100 possible points to be eligible to receive this 

scholarship. 

4-H Participation: 70 points possible          

Essay: 30 points possible 

TOTAL: 100 points possible 

40-100 points – Eligible for Scholarship

0 - 39 points – Not Eligible for Scholarship

The University of Maryland, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources programs are open to all and will not discriminate against anyone 
because of race, age, sex, color, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, or national origin, marital status, genetic 

information, or political affiliation, or gender identity and expression.

Administrative 

Use Only: 

Date Application Received: 

Received By: 
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4-H PARTICIPATION:
List the 4-H activities you have participated in below.  Include events at County, Regional, and State levels.

A total of 70 points can be earned for 4-H participation, with designated maximum points in each category.

Maximum 

Points 

Points 

Awarded 

4-H CLUB WORK:

How active are you in your 4-H Club? 10 

I Attended ________ of ________  Club Business Meetings in the past 12 months 

I Attended ________ 4-H Project/Activity Meetings in the past 12 months 

Are you a Club Officer?    YES   NO   (circle one) 

Office Held:   

Are you a Junior Leader?  YES    NO   (circle one) 

List activities led: 

4-H RECORD BOOK/PORTFOLIO:

Did you complete and submit a record book or portfolio within the last year? 10 

4-H Record Book 4-H Portfolio        Did Not Complete    (circle one) 

4-H DIAMOND CLOVER AWARDS:

List the levels you have completed and the years you earned each: 5 

Year Level 

Level One – Amethyst 

Level Two – Aquamarine 

Level Three – Ruby 

Level Four – Sapphire 

Level Five – Emerald 

Level Six - Diamond 

PUBLIC SPEAKING: 

In the past 12 months, have you made any 4-H-related Presentations? 10 

Date Event/Audience Topic 

4-H EVENTS:

In the past 12 months, have you participated in any county, state, or national 4-H events,

seminars, workshops, conferences, competitions, etc.?

10 

Date Event 
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4-H EXHIBITS:

In the past 12 months, did you exhibit project work in Fairs or Shows?

NOTE: These do NOT have to be 4-H fairs/shows.

10 

Date Fair/Show Project(s) Exhibited 

4-H FUNDRAISING

In the past 12 months, have you participated in any club or county 4-H fundraisers? 10 

Date Fundraiser 

COMMUNITY SERVICE/VOLUNTEER WORK: 

In the past 12 months, have you completed any Community Service or Volunteer 

activities that are NOT part of your 4-H work? 5 

Date Activity 

ESSAY INSTRUCTIONS:  Write a short essay of at least 100 words explaining why you feel you should 

receive this scholarship.  The essay should be neatly handwritten on a separate sheet of paper and attached to 

this application.    Be sure to include your name, 4-H club, and the date at the top of the essay page.  Include the 

following information: 

Why you attended the event for which you are seeking a scholarship 

What you learned from the event/experience 

How you plan to share what you have learned from this event/experience with other 4-H members, 

clubs, volunteers, 4-H supporters, and/or the Calvert County 4-H program  

Other activities (outside 4-H) in which you are involved (sports, school/church activities, scouting, etc.) 

The essay will be worth up to 30 points. 

The essay MUST be written by the 4-Her. 

Maximum 

Points 

Points 

Awarded 

4-H Participation Points 70 

Scholarship Essay Points 30 

TOTAL POINTS:    100 

Reviewers Initials: 

The University of Maryland, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources programs are open to all and will not discriminate against anyone 
because of race, age, sex, color, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, or national origin, marital status, genetic 

information, or political affiliation, or gender identity and expression.
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ADULT VOLUNTEER GRANT APPLICATION 

CALVERT COUNTY 4-H VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION 

Date of 

Application: __________ 

APPLICANT INFORMATION: 

Name: ______________________________________ 4-H Club:  ___________________________________

Address: ____________________________________ 

____________________________________________ 

Position:  ___________________________________ 
(Club leader, volunteer, parent, etc.) 

Phone Number:  ______________________________ E-mail:  _____________________________________

Signature of Applicant:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

*This signature certifies all information provided in this application is true and accurate*

EVENT INFORMATION: 

Name of 4-H Event:  _____________________________________________ Cost of Event:  ____________ 

Date(s) and Location 

of 4-H Event:  __________________________________________________ 

Amount 

Requested:  _______________ 

Description of 4-H Event:  ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe your role in this 4-H Event:  (Leader, coach, speaker, training participant, etc.  Please be specific about your 

activities and how your participation furthered the learning experience for Calvert County 4-Hers or supports the Calvert County 4-H 

program.) 

Did you receive any other funding assistance or reimbursement for this event?       YES    NO   (circle one) 

If Yes, list source and amount: ________________________________________________________________ 

REQUEST FOR REIMBURSEMENT OF EXPENSES:  Receipts MUST be attached for all expenses for 

which the Volunteer is requesting reimbursement. 

Date Description of Expense Amount 

  Approved Amount: ________________   Disapproved Reviewers’ Initials 

The University of Maryland, College of Agriculture and Natural Resources programs are open to all and will not discriminate against anyone 
because of race, age, sex, color, sexual orientation, physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, or national origin, marital status, genetic 

information, or political affiliation, or gender identity and expression.

Administrative 

Use Only: 

Date Application Received: 

Received By: 
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