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pH best at 6.0-6.5 for best 

quality tomato fruit, if greater 

than 6.5 could have problems 

taking up potassium 

 

If using dolomitic limestone, be 

sure Mg levels do not become 

too great 

















Blossom end rot 



Calcium moves 

into and up 

through the 

plant in the 

water stream. 

Anything that 

disrupts the 

stream as the 

tomato is sizing 

will cause a 

slight decrease 

in the Ca levels 

in the tomato 

fruit causing 

blossom end 

rot 



From the time the tomato fruit is fertilized until it is the size 

of a quarter, it will need an uninterrupted flow of calcium 

(water) to that fruit if blossom end rot is not to develop. Poor 

watering techniques cause most blossom end rot problems, 

NOT a lack of calcium in the soil. 



Different symptoms of blossom end rot 



A steady supply of water through the 

plant is one of the best management 

practices to stop blossom end rot 

 

Soils need to have a % base saturation 

of Ca of 55-70% 

 

Soil (2,000-4,500 ppm) and tissue (2-

5%) tests should show a moderate to 

high level of Ca 

Best management guidelines 



Other common fruit ripening  

problems of tomato 

have been appearing more 

frequently in the last 4-5 years  

throughout Maryland and 

states north of us  



Yellow shoulders 



Uneven Ripening 



Blotchy Ripening 



Different levels of yellow shoulders 



Research over the 

last 4 years took 

place in the field and 

in high tunnels 

throughout Maryland 


