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RIPARIAN BUFFER MANAGEMENT

UNDERSTORY PLANTS FOR
RIPARIAN FOREST BUFFERS

The following tables list understory trees
and shrubs appropriate for riparian forest
buffers. Understory trees and shrubs are toler-
ant to shade and are an important structural
component of any forest. Some shrubs, such
as rhododendron and some blueberries are
also adapted to the low-light conditions of
the forest understory, but more are adapted
to the buffer’s edge. The edge might be next
to the water or next to an upland area. Most
of the shrubs listed prefer moist growing con-
ditions and are good choices for areas that fil-
ter water flow. Shrubs that prefer drier sites

include witch hazel, grey dogwood, and rose-
bay rhododendron.

Including understory trees and shrubs in a
riparian forest buffer planting increases the
structural diversity of the buffer by providing
layers of vegetation. This increases biodiversi-
ty and enhances both the water quality and
wildlife habitat attractiveness of the buffer.
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