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Happy Fall Y’All!
We hope you and your family are staying well. UME
has been conducting several online classes, a few
outside in-person workshops, and in-person office
consults throughout the summer and into the fall. As
the weather turns colder, outside programming will no
longer be an option.
In the next couple of weeks, UME will have protocol in
place to conduct in-person indoor programming for
limited sized groups. I know some are concerned
about acquiring recertification credits for both Nutrient
Management Vouchers and Private Applicator
licenses. There will be ample online opportunities for
you to earn 2 credits (2 hours of instruction) for both.
For the most part, you can also attend these programs
via your phone (cell or landline) if you don’t have a
computer or good internet access. MDA will accept
credit hours earned up to March 2021 if your voucher
or license expires in 2020.
The upcoming ALEI conference and various winter
production meetings offer helpful information on
agronomy, forage, vegetables, fruit, and ag law.
Nutrient management credits and/or pesticide
recertification credits will be offered at each of these
free events. Please see the announcements for more
details. Be on the lookout for a letter from me letting
you know if you are due for training. I will detail your
many options for training, including Allegany in-person
dates.
As always, if you have any questions or concerns,
please feel free to contact me at 301-724-3320 or
sfrick@umd.edu.
Harvest Blessings to you all!
Sherry Frick
UME Allegany AGNR Educator

The University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all and will not discriminate against anyone because of race, age, sex, color, sexual orientation,
physical or mental disability, religion, ancestry, or natural origin, marital status, genetic information, political affiliation, or gender identity and expression.

Maximizing Potential of Winter Forages
Amanda Grev, UME Pasture and Forage Specialist
The time for silage harvest is either here or soon to be here, which means the subsequent
planting of winter forages is quickly approaching and now is the time to be thinking ahead on
plans for winter forage plantings. With proper fertilization and management, winter forages
can be a high yielding forage crop with as much as 17-20% crude protein and 180+ relative
forage quality while also providing environmental benefits in the form of nutrient retention
and soil erosion control.
Regardless of your choice of species, there are several steps you can take to boost
production and achieve maximum success with these winter forages. One of the biggest
things you can do to maximize the benefits of winter forages and increase yield potential the
following spring is to use an earlier planting date. The ideal time to plant is typically 10 days
to two weeks ahead of the recommended wheat for grain planting date for your region. By
planting winter forages in this earlier timeframe, the plants have more time to generate tillers
during the fall. When it comes to forage production, more tillers equals greater forage yield.
Replicated trials in New York have reported 9 to 11 tillers per seed for earlier plantings of
triticale compared to 2 to 5 tillers per seed for later plantings. As a result, winter triticale
planted around mid-September produced 25-30% greater dry matter yield compared to
winter triticale planted in early October. This earlier planting date also resulted in an earlier
harvest the following spring, with triticale planted in September being ready to harvest a
week earlier than that planted in October.
Planting winter forages earlier also allows you to better capitalize on any remaining nitrogen
left in the soil from the previous crop. When manure is applied to corn in the spring, it not
only releases nitrate during the growing season but it will continue to release it after corn
silage harvest. Earlier-planted winter forages are able to capture this nitrogen and use it to
produce more tillers that will increase yield potential the following spring. Research out of
Cornell showed that triticale nitrogen uptake averaged 62 pounds of nitrogen per acre for
triticale planted before September 20th compared to 19 pounds of nitrogen per acre when
planted after September 20th. For every ton of triticale dry matter biomass that was
produced in the fall, approximately 70 pounds of nitrogen was taken up. In other words,
more dry matter produced in the fall meant more nitrogen was stored and held over until the
following spring. The bottom line is by planting on time, a considerable amount of nitrogen
can be taken up and stored in the crop that would otherwise likely be lost or leached away.
Other added benefits stemming from additional fall biomass include greater protection of the
crown from cold weather due to the additional top growth, as well as greater root growth
which can reduce injury potential from winter heaving. And finally, early planting also results
in a rapidly growing crop that can better outcompete weeds and will likely lessen the need
for herbicides.
Continued on page 3
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Maximizing Potential of Winter Forages continued
If early planting is not feasible due to the corn coming off later or for another reason, planting
a winter forage at a later date can still provide economical yields of high quality forage and
will still serve to protect the soil from erosion and improve soil health and structure by having
living roots in the soil throughout the winter. That being said, if you are planting later, don’t try
to make up for lost yield by putting down more seed. Research has shown that there is rarely
an advantage to this, even with a later planting date. Triticale planted in New York the third
week of October at seeding rates increasing from 100 to 200 pounds of seed per acre
showed no significant yield differences the following spring. Instead of spending the money
on extra seed, consider spending it on having a 3-way fungicide seed treatment applied to the
seed. Field trials have shown a 15% increase in yield for treated seed compared to untreated
seed when planted at an earlier or on-time planting date, and a 28% increase in yield for
treated seed when planted at a later planting date.
Additionally, although seed planting depth is always a critical factor in forage plantings, as
planting dates move later than optimum it becomes more critical that winter forage seeds be
planted deep enough. Winter forages need to be planted a minimum of 1.25 inches deep.
This deeper planting depth will allow the roots to establish firmly in the soil and resist early
spring heaving.
For both early- and late-planted winter forages, a shot of nitrogen in the fall can help stimulate
fall tillering without affecting winter hardiness. This can be applied in the form of manure or
commercial fertilizer and can have a beneficial effect on yields the following spring. In New
York trials, adding and immediately incorporating 4,000 gallons of manure per acre prior to
planting increased yields for early-planted winter triticale by 14% and for later-planted winter
triticale by 33%. However, manure application at this time can be harder to accomplish as
harvest is ongoing and labor is often tied up in chopping and hauling. If a choice must be
made, it is more important to get the winter forage in the ground early than it is to delay for
the sake of adding manure. Getting the winter forage in the ground on time is more critical
than applying manure because it maximizes both fall tillering and the absorption of leftover
soil nitrogen. Most corn that has had manure applied will have some leftover nitrogen to
support the fall tillering necessary for higher spring yields.
Last but not least, don’t forget to consider variety selection. New forage varieties continue to
be developed and released because they offer improvements over existing varieties, and
winter forages are no different. Choose a variety that has been tested and has shown
superior performance in terms of forage yield and quality, and be sure to select and plant
certified, weed-free seed in order to reach maximum potential.
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Culling for the Future of Your Herd Strategy Guide
Racheal Slattery, UMD Dept. Animal & Avian Sciences
rslatt@umd.edu

When – Ideal time to remove unproductive females
The most economical time to make any culling decisions is within the first two weeks post-weaning. At this
point, the cow has entered her maintenance nutrition period without the calf at her side. Culling prior to
weaning will result in additional labor on your part to take care of the nutritional needs of the early weaned
calf or finding a sale venue.
Why – “Was she able to do her job and raise a good calf?”
 Age
 Older cows are more injury prone, have a harder time maintaining body
condition, and are more likely to have issues with their udder.
 Injury or illness
 Injuries and/or illness happen at every farm and unfortunately they can’t always be fixed. For her
sake, it’s often best to part ways.
 Disposition
 If you find yourself having to know where a problem cow is at all times when you’re out on the
pasture, it doesn’t matter how good a calf she raises: a bad disposition is a safety hazard.
 Maternal Ability
 How does her calf compare to herd mate peers? Did she have difficulties during calving which have
led to issues with producing future calves?
What to look for
Looking at the Cow
 Body Condition: Are they heavy or thin?
 Heavy: WHY? They put weight on their back and not as milk for their calf. They shouldn’t be over
a BSC of 6 at weaning.
 Thin: WHY? They put everything into milk production for their calf. Age – first calf heifers and older
cows lend to pull off a lot of weight. Additional causes: injury or illness.
 Udder
 How does her udder look? Ligaments – hanging low? Teat length and size – don’t want too long or
too large.
 Having good udders on your cows are essential to running a productive cattle operation. One of the
best times to evaluate her udder is the first day or two post-weaning.
 All four quarter should be full
 Are any quarters dry?
 Has she already dried herself off prior to weaning? Generally indicates she was a poor producer.
 Teat length
 Short is better than long
 Teat shape
 Enlarged or blown-up teats are hard for calves to drink from, may indicate
previous mastitis infection and potential teat damage.
Looking at the calf
 Size and weight
 How does the calf compare in size and weight of the peers in its age group? Keep in mind age of
the dam as well as gender of the calf.
 Structure
 Is the calf structurally correct? Does it stand solid on all four legs? Straight through the spine?
Ultimately the culling choices you make (or don’t make) will help determine the future success of your cattle
business. Contact Rachael Slattery with questions rslatt@umd.edu.
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USDA Announces CFAP 2:
Additional Assistance to Ag Producers
(Abridged USDA press release, September 18, 2020) – President Donald J. Trump and U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture Sonny Perdue today announced up to an additional $14 billion for agricultural producers who
continue to face market disruptions and associated costs because of COVID-19. Signup for the Coronavirus
Food Assistance Program (CFAP 2) will begin September 21 and run through December 11, 2020. Additional
information and application forms can be found at farmers.gov/cfap.
Background
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) will use funds being made available from the Commodity Credit
Corporation (CCC) Charter Act and CARES Act to support row crops, livestock, specialty crops, dairy,
aquaculture and many additional commodities. USDA has incorporated improvements in CFAP 2 based from
stakeholder engagement and public feedback to better meet the needs of impacted farmers and ranchers.
Producers can apply for CFAP 2 at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) county offices. This program provides
financial assistance that gives producers the ability to absorb increased marketing costs associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic.
CFAP 2 payments will be made for three categories of commodities – Price Trigger Commodities, Flat-rate
Crops and Sales Commodities.
Price Trigger Commodities
Price trigger commodities are major commodities that meet a minimum 5-percent price decline over a specified
period of time. Eligible price trigger crops include barley, corn, sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, upland cotton,
and all classes of wheat. Payments will be based on 2020 planted acres of the crop, excluding prevented
planting and experimental acres. Payments for price trigger crops will be the greater of: 1) the eligible acres
multiplied by a payment rate of $15 per acre; or 2) the eligible acres multiplied by a nationwide crop marketing
percentage, multiplied by a crop-specific payment rate, and then by the producer’s weighted 2020 Actual
Production History (APH) approved yield. If the APH is not available, 85 percent of the 2019 Agriculture Risk
Coverage-County Option (ARC-CO) benchmark yield for that crop will be used.
For broilers and eggs, payments will be based on 75 percent of the producers’ 2019 production.
Dairy (cow’s milk) payments will be based on actual milk production from April 1 to Aug. 31, 2020. The milk
production for Sept. 1, 2020, to Dec. 31, 2020, will be estimated by FSA.
Eligible beef cattle, hogs and pigs, and lambs and sheep payments will be based on the maximum owned
inventory of eligible livestock, excluding breeding stock, on a date selected by the producer, between Apr. 16,
2020, and Aug. 31, 2020.
Flat-rate Crops
Crops that either do not meet the 5-percent price decline trigger or do not have data available to calculate a price
change will have payments calculated based on eligible 2020 acres multiplied by $15 per acre. These crops
include alfalfa, extra long staple (ELS) cotton, oats, peanuts, rice, hemp, millet, mustard, safflower, sesame,
triticale, rapeseed, and several others.
Sales Commodities
Sales commodities include specialty crops; aquaculture; nursery crops and floriculture; other commodities not
included in the price trigger and flat-rate categories, including tobacco; goat milk; mink (including pelts); mohair;
wool; and other livestock (excluding breeding stock) not included under the price trigger category that were
grown for food, fiber, fur, or feathers. Payment calculations will use a sales-based approach, where producers
are paid based on five payment gradations associated with their 2019 sales.
Additional commodities are eligible in CFAP 2 that weren’t eligible in the first iteration of the program. If your
agricultural operation has been impacted by the pandemic since April 2020, we encourage you to apply for
CFAP 2. A complete list of eligible commodities, payment rates and calculations can be found on farmers.gov/
cfap.
Eligibility
There is a payment limitation of $250,000 per person or entity for all commodities combined. Applicants who are
corporations, limited liability companies, limited partnerships may qualify for additional payment limits when
members actively provide personal labor or personal management for the farming operation. In addition, this
special payment limitation provision has been expanded to include trusts and estates for both CFAP 1 and 2.
Producers will also have to certify they meet the Adjusted Gross Income limitation of $900,000 unless at least 75
percent or more of their income is derived from farming, ranching or forestry-related activities. Producers must
also be in compliance with Highly Erodible Land and Wetland Conservation provisions.
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2020 Mid Atlantic Crop Management School is Going Virtual!
November 16 to 20, 2020

The 2020 Mid Atlantic Crop Management School will be held virtually this year. Mark
your calendars for the week of November 16 to 20, 2020. Sessions will be held online
daily from 8:30 am to 12:30 pm with each session offering one continuing education
credit in the areas of Nutrient Management, Pest Management, Crop Management,
and Soil and Water Management. Credits will also be available for various regional
nutrient management and pesticide programs. Paid registrants will receive access to
recordings for all sessions for viewing outside the scheduled session times.
Registration is availalable here: https://go.umd.edu/crop20registration

On-Farm Solar Training

Drew Schiavone, UME Energy Specialist
Are you interested in installing solar photovoltaics (PV) on your farm? If so, you'll want to join this free
webinar series, designed to help farmers, landowners, and ag service providers across the state address
the opportunities and challenges associated with on-farm solar PV.
Many farms in Maryland are considering solar PV due to high energy costs, the decreasing cost of solar
technology and various environmental benefits. For these reasons and more, farmers and landowners
across the state are considering small-scale installations to support their operations and/or leasing their
land for large-scale solar installations.
This series explores the basic principles of solar PV technology and the application of appropriate on-farm
technology. The information and resources provided in this webinar series will help you to sustainably
implement solar PV on your farm.
Live training sessions will run weekly on Wednesdays from 1:00 pm-2:00 pm from September 30 through
December 2. No session will be held on Thanksgiving week (November 25). Participants are
encouraged to join the live presentations as they occur, however, all presentations will be recorded for later
viewing. Presentations will be conducted on Zoom with other educational materials made available through
this webpage. Each module will be presented live by University and Extension experts.
For more information about the program, contact Drew Schiavone dschiavo@umd.edu,
(301) 432-2767 ext. 342
REGISTRATION: go.umd.edu/agsolarenergy

Backyard Farming Zoom Sessions
Flock Fridays will be held on Fridays at noon EST. Please visit http://go.umd.edu/flockfridays to register.
After registering, you will receive a link via email. If you do not have internet access, contact Maegan
Purdue at 443-523-4389 or mperdue@umd.edu for call in options.
Schedule
Winterizing Your Coop
How to get your flock ready for cold weather! November 6, 2020
Brahmas, Cornish & Leghorns, Oh My!
Which breed is right for you? November 20, 2020
Poultry 911
Health problems you should watch out for and what to do December 4, 2020
Pastured Poultry
The advantages and disadvantages of raising poultry on December 18, 2020
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Nutrient Management Corner
Fall is a great time to take soil samples and get ready for next year’s nutrient management
plan updates. Soil test results are good for three years. Check your nutrient management
plan to see which fields, if any, need new soil test results for 2021 plan writing. Can’t find
your plan? Give Ashby a call at the office. If you would like to meet with Ashby regarding
your nutrient management plan, please call the office at 301-724-3320 to set up an
appointment. Meetings are by appointment only.

Earn Nutrient Management Credits at the Virtual ALEI Conference!
We are quickly approaching the Agriculture Law Education Initiative’s (ALEI) sixth annual Agricultural and
Environmental Law Conference. Due to ongoing uncertainty related to the global pandemic, ALEI is
moving our annual conference online. To learn more about each session, we invite you to read our news
article: http://umaglaw.org/sixth-annual-agricultural-and-environmental-law-conference-offered-online/
Register today to join us in this new endeavor and earn Nutrient Management Voucher credits if your
voucher is expiring this year. You will need to sign up for two sessions and attend the one-hour talks that
indicate NM credits are available.

 November 2, 2020
Pivoting in a Pandemic: Risk Management During COVID-19 from the Perspective of Maryland’s
Dairy Farms - 2:00 p.m. to 2:50 p.m.
A Fresh Look at Clean Air: Maryland Ambient Air Quality Study Roundtable (Nutrient Management
Credits Available) - 3:00 p.m. to 3:50p.m.

 November 9, 2020
The Conowingo Dam Settlement- Litigation, Opposition and Re-Licensing - 2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.
The Chesapeake Bay Foundation, et. al. v. EPA: A Case to Require a Watershed Wide Effort to
Reach 2025 Bay Restoration Goals (Nutrient Management Credits Available) - 3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m

 November 16, 2020
Developing Topics in Agricultural, Environmental, and Food Law - 3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m.
Waters of the US: From Obama to Trump Understanding How the Rule Impacts Agriculture in the
Mid-Atlantic (Nutrient Management Credits Available) - 2:00 p.m. – 2:50 p.m.

Farmers.gov Conservation Features
Farmers.gov has new conservation features that enable you to:
 login to view, download, and e-sign documents
 request conservation assistance
 view technical references and submit questions
 access information on current and past conservation practices
 view detailed information on all previous and ongoing contracts, including the amount of planned and
received cost-share assistance
These conservation features join several others already available through the
authenticated farmers.gov portal. NRCS has several how-to videos which walk you through how to use
these new features.
To See UMD’s Latest Variety Trials Results:
2019-2020 Cereal Forage Trials Factsheet
2019-2020 Wheat Trials Factsheet
2019 Corn Hybrid Performance Results
2019 Soybean Variety Trials Results
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Pesticide Safety Corner
Private Applicator Recertification
Classes are being scheduled now for December 2020 through February 2021 and will be
available in multiple formats including virtual, self-paced and in small groups. See the UME
winter production meetings “Save the Dates!” graphic for dates.
How Do I Know If I Need Credits?








If you are not sure about when your license expires, visit https://www.egov.maryland.gov/
MDA/Pesticides/ and search for certified pesticide applicators.
If your license expires 12/31/2020 and you received recertification training in the past 2
years you will receive an email (watch your spam folder) to renew through the online
program. You will need your license and a special code to renew.
https://www.egov.maryland.gov/MDA/Pesticides/
If your license expires 12/31/2020 and you have not received recertification training in the
past 2 years you will need to attend a recertification class before the end of March 2021.
More information regarding a self- paced recertification course offered through UME will
be forthcoming.
If your license expires in 2021, 2022 you do not have to attend a recertification training
this year; however, feel free to attend any of the offered trainings.
If you have any questions about how to get your needed recertification credits, please feel
free to contact Sherry Frick at 301-724-3320 or sfrick@umd.edu.

Enlist Duo Ruling
ROCKVILLE, Md. (DTN) -- The U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit on July 22 denied a
petition to vacate the registration of Corteva Agriscience's Enlist Duo herbicide, a 2,4-D-choline
and glyphosate premix designed for use over 2,4-D-tolerant Enlist crops. The court ruled that
EPA only needed to fix one oversight with the Enlist Duo registration regarding the herbicide's
risk to monarch butterflies. The herbicide's registration will remain intact in the meantime.
The decision in Enlist's favor will come as a relief to many in the agrichemical industry, which is
still reeling from a recent Ninth Circuit court decision vacating three dicamba herbicides, based
on a similar lawsuit from many of the same plaintiffs as this Enlist lawsuit. (See latest news on
that here: https://www.dtnpf.com/…)

The legal challenge against Enlist Duo was initiated in 2017 by a large group of environmental
groups, including The Center for Biological Diversity, the National Family Farm Coalition, the
Center for Food Safety, Beyond Pesticides, Pesticide Action Network and the Natural
Resources Defense Council.
With one judge dissenting, the other two judges in the Enlist case dismissed the plaintiffs'
arguments that EPA followed the wrong procedures in registering Enlist. They also ruled that
EPA had sufficient evidence to support the registration of Enlist Duo and refuted the plaintiffs'
arguments that EPA hadn't considered the risks of increased herbicide use or volatility potential
from the Enlist Duo registration.
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Poultry and Rabbit Slaughter
Training Online Course
Registration Form
University of Maryland Extension (UME) and Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA) are offering an
online version of the poultry and rabbit training on poultry production, biosecurity, federal and state poultry
regulations, related environmental regulations and the requirements to become certified to slaughter and sell
poultry and rabbits other than directly to consumers on the farm. The course is self-paced and being offered
continuously so there is no deadline for registering. Successful completion of this course is one of the
requirements for poultry and rabbit producers applying to MDA for certification to sell poultry and rabbit meat
at farmer’s markets, to retailers or any other location in Maryland.
To take this course and receive your training certificate:
1) Register for the course. Please make sure to provide a valid email address. If you do not have internet
access, please contact MDA at (410) 841-5769 to arrange for alternate viewing of the course materials.
2) Once registered, you will receive links to the Power Point slides, videos and supplemental materials to view
on your own. It will take you approximately 6 hours to view the online materials.
3) Once registered you will be emailed an open book test. Once you have completed the course and the test it
must be returned to MDA via email at deanna.baldwin@maryland.gov or via USPS to the Maryland Department
of Agriculture, FQAP, 50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.
4) You will be notified of your test results and any questions you answered incorrectly. If you score 80% or
better on your exam, you will be issued your certificate of training completion. If you score less than 80%, a
training session will be scheduled with you to review the relevant training materials prior to issuance of your
certificate of training completion.
5) Once you have received your training certificate, you can apply for the certification to sell your poultry
and/or rabbit products anywhere in the State of Maryland by submitting the certification application, the $75.00
fee and a sample label for approval.
Materials needed for training: The training materials are a combination of Power Point slides in a PDF and
videos as MP4 files. You will need access to a computer\smart phone with speakers and Internet access.

Completed registration forms can be returned via email to Felicia.Holland@maryland.gov or fax at
(410) 841-2750.
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The Maryland Master Gardener Program, a volunteer
education program taught and administered by University
of Maryland Extension (UME), puts research-based
knowledge and environmental power into the hands of
people who want to create sustainable gardens and
landscapes, and protect and improve natural resources.
Master Gardeners are citizens from all walks of life who
combine their love of plants, people, and the environment
to help residents solve problems and make
environmentally-sound decisions on public and private
properties.

