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       January 30, 2025 

Hello Everyone! 

2025 is off to a good start!  While January is known for being 

“the longest month”, it has flown by!  It was nice to get some 

snow, but also nice to see the grass again and for all of the     

water troughs to thaw out!  We have had several great 4-H 

events already this year.  While I know many of you have just 

finished putting your final touches on your 2024 Record Book, 

now is the best time to go ahead and print out your Record 

Book forms for 2025 and write down everything you did in    

January and set your goals for the year.  I hope everyone stays 

warm and healthy!  

 

     Thank you, 

     Susan Vallandingham 

                           

Susan B. Vallandingham    Barbara Dobbins 
4-H Youth Development Educator   4-H Program Management Specialist 
susanv@umd.edu    bdobbins@umd.edu 
301-475-4479     301-475-4478 

 

 

St. Mary’s County 4-H Office 
P. O. Box 663 
26737 Radio Station Way, Suite E-2 
Leonardtown, MD 20650 

University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, 
sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital status, age, national origin, 
political affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, protected veteran status, genetic    
information, personal appearance, or any other legally protected class.  
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MD 4-H Volunteer & Teen Forum 
The MD 4-H Volunteer & Teen Forum was held on Nov 23 & 24, 2024 in Ocean City, MD.  Partici-

pants from St. Mary’s County included Emma Smith, Lisa Smith, Barbara Dobbins & Charles Hurry. 

MD 4-H State Council 

Congratulations goes to Delia Vallandingham for being chosen to represent St. Mary’s 

County on the MD 4-H State Council!  Here is an article from Delia: 
Hi, my name is Delia Vallandingham and I am 14 years old. 

This year I am a part of the Maryland 4-H State Council. 4-H 

State Council is a great opportunity for Leadership and being 

able to make new friends from all across Maryland. 4-H State 

Council is one of the highest committees you can be on for 

your state. Many events turn to 4-H State Council for us to 

vote on things, so they can hear from actual 4-H‘ers. Last 

weekend, I attended an overnight retreat for 4-H State Council 

in Carroll County. I met teens from all of the counties and 

even some 4-H educators from other counties as well. We 

learned all about Leadership, Networking, Etiquette, and how 

to keep a conversation flowing with people you have just met. 

I learned so much and am excited to share what I have learned with everyone in St. Mary's County! 



3 

 

4-H Forecast 

   St. Mary’s County    
February 2025 

St. Mary’s County 4-H Air Rifle Contest Results 

The St. Mary’s County 4-H Air Rifle      

Contest was held on November 24, 2024 

at the St. Mary’s County Fairgrounds.   

Here are the results from the contest: 

Seniors: 

1
st
 place – Trent Vallandingham 

2
nd

 place – Waylon Starling 

3
rd

 place – Matthew Van Ryswick 

4
th

 place – Nathan Raley 

 

Intermediates: 

1
st
 place – Ryan Cory 

2
nd

 place – Logan Raley 

3
rd

 place – Delia Vallandingham 

 

Juniors: 

1
st
 place - Levi Vallandingham 

2
nd

 place – Andrew Russell 

3
rd

 place – Michael Caywood 

4
th

 place – Evan Hancock 

5
th

 place – Braden DeGarmo 

6
th

 place – Emmy Hancock 

7
th

 place – Cali Stonesifer 

8
th

 place – Morgan Raley 

9
th

 place – Colby Vallandingham 

10
th

 place – Ella Hancock 

 

Most Bullseyes: Levi Vallandingham 
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Holiday Workshop 
The Holiday Workshop hosted by Tudor Hall 4-H Club was held on 12/7/24. Lots of crafts were 

made and fun was had! Thank you to everyone who came to join in! Our most festive members 

were Leroy, Delia, Ernest, Evan, Emmy and Ella! 
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St. Mary’s County 4-H Archery Contest Results 
12-15-2025 

Juniors: 

1
st
 place – Levi Vallandingham 

2
nd

 place – Michael Caywood 

3
rd

 place – Cali Stonestifer 

4
th 

place – Colby Vallandingham 

 

Intermediates: 

1
st
 place - Emma Smith 

2
nd

 place – Delia Vallandingham 

3
rd

 place – Ryan Cory 

 

Seniors: 

1
st
 place – Trent Vallandingham 

2
nd

 place – Waylon Starling 
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Holiday Workshop 

Graham Cracker House Building Workshop 

On 12/20/24, Wild Things 4-H Club hosted a Graham Cracker House Building Workshop. The 

Winner of the traditional category was Josie S., the winner of the livestock theme category was 

Wyatt Mast, and the winner of the 4-H theme category was a tie between Pierce Helmick and 

Chandler Sweetman. The St. Mary's County 4-H Champion Graham Cracker House was the house 

built by Wyatt Mast. Wyatt had extreme detail and neatness. Wyatt received the Champion Ban-

ner (donated by Wayne's Signs) and Gift Card (donated by Redgate Farm Enterprises). The winner 

of our holiday shirt contest was Madelyn Russell. Thank you to the St. Mary's County Fair Board 

for allowing us to use Tolerance Hall for the event. 

Holiday Shirt Contest  
participants 

Champion Grahm Cracker House 
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MD 4-H Countdown to Christmas  
Building Block Challenge 

Check out these awesome builds that were among the entries in the 2024 4-H Countdown to 

Christmas Building Block Challenge! Such creative ideas! Each entry earned the member a spot in 

the drawing for the prize. The winner of the challenge is Leroy Kershaw! Great job everyone!  

Thank you to Tudor Hall 4-H Club for organizing this event! 
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Beef Weigh In 
On January 4, 2025 , we weighed in 20 steers to start their projects.  These projects 

will be completed come Fair time, when they are auctioned off.  Good luck this year ! 
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Officer’s Training 
Our County Officer’s Training was held on January 18

th
 at the Fairgrounds.  We had a great turn 

out, learned leadership skills and had some FUN!  We would like to send a big THANK YOU to the 

following 4-H Volunteers & Teen Leaders who helped teach the new officers: Lisa Smith, Cathy  

Kershaw, Heather Pierce, Delia Vallandingham, Emma Smith, Barbara Dobbins & Susan               

Vallandingham!   

Continue on pg. 10 
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Officer’s Training 
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 Club Reporter News 
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Upcoming Event 
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Livestock Knowledge Workshop – Feb 7
th

 @ 6-8pm Conference Room 

Livestock Knowledge Workshop – Feb 10
th

 @ 6-8pm Conference Room 

Horse Bowl Practice – Feb 11
th

 @ 6-7pm Conference Room 

MD 4-H Achievement Event – Feb 16
th

 @ 2pm MD State Fair Horse Sales Pavilion 

MD 4-H Dog Skillathon – Feb 22
nd

 @ 9:30 UMD College Park 

MD 4-H Livestock Skillathon – March 1
st
 @ Montgomery County Fairgrounds 

MD 4-H Horse Bowl – March 8
th

 
 
@ 9am UMD College Park 

MD 4-H Volunteer & Teen forum – Nov 15 & 16
th

  Ocean City 

Upcoming Event 

Fair Survey 

Have you completed the St. Mary’s County Fair 4-H Survey 

yet? 

We are working on planning the 2025 Fair and would like 

to know your thoughts!  Here is the link to take the survey: 

https://forms.gle/bwtiXV4E3T5CuCpB9 

Be on the lookout for your St. Mary’s County 4-H 

Achievement Banquet invitation to be coming in the 

mail soon.  The 4-H Banquet will be March 15
th

 at the 

Ridge Volunteer Fire Department.  We look forward 

to celebrating all of our 4-H’ers and their 2024       

accomplishments! 

mailto:https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfoMrgoNiGP5yaGh8Zdt7GYuG-Xlbc72NVdc41D6SIpBe_pjA/viewform

