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Download, Installation, and Set Up Instructions for RUSLE 2 
 

Introduction RUSLE 2 is the tool you will be using to estimate annual soil loss for use in 
the University of Maryland Phosphorus Management Tool (UM-PMT). 
Each field having a Fertility Index Value for phosphorus of 150 or higher 
must be evaluated individually taking into consideration soil type, tillage 
practices, any supporting practices and the intended crop(s). 
This document demonstrates the process of downloading RUSLE 2 onto your 
computer and setting up the program to use the appropriate template. 
The process involves first downloading the program, then downloading the 
climate, crop management and soils data specific to your county. 
 
These instructions will guide you through the various steps of: 
 

1. Downloading and Installing RUSLE2 (14 steps) 
2. Downloading Databases (5 steps) 
3. Downloading Climate Data (4 steps) 
4. Downloading Crop Management Zone (CMZ) Data (3 steps) 
5. Downloading Soils Data (3 steps) 
6. Extracting data (.GDB) files from compressed downloads, copying 

.GDB files to the Rusle2 import folder (9 steps) 
7. Setting Up RUSLE 2 (19 steps) 
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Downloading 
and installing 
RUSLE 2 

RUSLE 2 can be downloaded from 
http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm 

 
Step Action 

1 After opening the website, click on “Download File” under 
“RUSLE2 Program File” on the left side of the screen. 

 
 

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm
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2 Select Rusle2InstallerNRCS(2.6.8.4).zip.  
 

 
 
You will be asked if you would like to save the file or open it, 
choose “Save File”, then click “OK”. The file should download.  
 

 
 

3 Open Windows Explorer (The folder icon on the task bar, on the 
lower left corner of your screen). 
 

 

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/RUSLE2_ftp/RUSLE2_Program_File/Rusle2InstallerNRCS(2.6.8.4).zip
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4 Click on the Downloads folder (generally at the top of the left pane 
of the Windows Explorer screen). The Downloads folder should 
become highlighted. 
In the right pane you should now see the 
Rusle2InstallerNRCS(2.6.8.4).zip file you downloaded from the 
NRCS website. Double-click on this file in the right pane. 
 

 
 
 In the window that opens, double click on the 
Rusle2InstallerNRCS(2.6.8.4).exe file to run the installation 
program. 
 

 
 

5 If you receive the following message, Click on “Run”: 
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6 If you receive the following message, select “Yes”. 
 

 
 
If a “User account control” window appears with the message: 
 
“Do you want to allow the following program: 
(Rusle2InstallerNRCS(2.6.8.4).exe) 
From an unknown publisher to make changes to your computer?” 
 
Click “Yes”. 

7 Accept the License Agreement, then click next. 
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8 For ease in accessing the program at a later time, allow install 
wizard to create a desktop icon and a start menu icon. 
 

 
 

9 Click “Install”. 
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10 Check the boxes for “Run the Rusle2 application” and “View the 
Rusle 2 Read me file”, to view information on the Rusle 2 
program, and to launch Rusle 2 upon exiting the setup program, 
then Click the “Finish” button to complete the installation. 
 

 
11 Check the boxes for “Run the Rusle2 application” and “View the 

Rusle 2 Read me file”, to view information on the Rusle 2 
program, and to launch Rusle 2 upon exiting the setup program, 
then Click the “Finish” button to complete the installation. 
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12 The Readme file will open, after viewing you may close it: 
 

 
 

13 The RUSLE2 program will launch, you will be asked default 
template you would like to use with the program. Choose the 
template “NRCS simple 02102016” and then click “OK”. 
 

 
 

14 RUSLE 2 will launch. But it’s not ready yet. You need to 
download the database updates, climate data, crop management 
templates and soils data. Please continue through this document for 
procedures on how to do this. You can close RUSLE2 until you are 
ready to download the databases. 
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Downloading 
Databases 

You will need to download the main database and several updates. Follow the 
steps below to accomplish this. 

 
Step Action 

1 Go to: 
http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm 
 

2 After opening the website, click on “Download File” under “Base 
Database & Misc Files” on the left side of the screen. 
 

 
From the next screen that opens, select “Latest Base database and 
updates”. 
 

3 Select “Latest Base Database Updates/”. Depending on the browser 
you use and the configuration of your computer, things might look 
a little different than the screen grabs shown here. 
 

 
 

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm
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4 Download the “BASE_NRCS_MOSES_03302016.zip file. After 
you do this, download the 
“NRCS_Moses_updates_030104_to_03302016.zip”. 
 

 
 

5 If you see the following screen when downloading the Base 
database or the database updates, select Save file, then click OK. 
The database files should then save to your Downloads folder.  
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Downloading 
Climate Data 

The next task is to download the climate data for the state in which you work. 

 
Step Action 

1 Go to: 
http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm 
 

2 Select “Data Files” under “Climate Data”. 

 
 

3 Choose “MD clime042403.zip”. 
 

 
 

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm
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4 The file should be saved to your download folder. If you see the 
following screen, select Save file, then click OK. 
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Downloading 
Crop 
Management 
Zone (CMZ) 
Data 

Download the Crop Management Zone (CMZ) in which you work. 

 
Step Action 

1 Go to: 
http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm 

2 Click on “Data Files” under “Crop Management Templates”. 
 

 
 

3 Choose the CMZ in which you work. The file should be saved to 
your downloads folder. If you see the following screen, select Save 
file, then click OK. 
  

 
 

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm
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Downloading 
Soils Data 

The last database to download is the soils. 

 
Step Action 

1 Go to: 
http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm 
 

2 Select “Data Files” under “Soils Data”, then select the “Maryland” 
folder. 
 

 

http://fargo.nserl.purdue.edu/rusle2_dataweb/RUSLE2_Index.htm
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3 Choose only the counties in which you work. These are large files 
and can take up space on your hard drive. After you select a county 
file, it should be saved to your downloads folder.  If you see the 
following screen, select Save file, then click OK. 
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Extracting 
.GDB files 
from 
compressed 
folders, and 
copying them 
to the Rusle2 
import folder 

The files downloaded from the NRCS website must be copied from the 
downloads folder to Rusle2 > Import folder, so that they may be imported 
into the RUSLE2 program. The soil file is a GDB file and can be directly 
copied to the import folder, however the climate, crop management zone, and 
MOSES update files needed are contained in compressed (zipped) folders, 
and must first be un-compressed. 
 
You will now extract the database (*.gdb) files from the compressed (zipped) 
folders, and copy the *.gdb files to the Rusle2 import folder on the C drive: 
(OSDisk (C:) > ProgramData > USDA > Rusle2 >NRCS > Import). 
 

Step Action 
1 Open Windows Explorer (The folder icon on the task bar, on the 

lower left corner of your screen). 
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2 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expand the folders under “Computer” in the left Windows 
Explorer pane, so that the RUSLE2>NRCS>Import folder is 
visible (by clicking on the triangles to the left of the Computer, 
OSDisk (C:), ProgramData, USDA, RUSLE2, and NRCS folders). 
 

 
 

 
3 Click on the Downloads folder (generally at the top of the left pane 

of the Windows Explorer screen). The Downloads folder should 
become highlighted. In the right pane you should now see the files 
you downloaded from the NRCS website. The soil file will be a 
GDB file, however the climate, crop management zone, and 
MOSES update files you will need are contained in compressed 
(zipped) folders, and must first be un-compressed. 
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4 To un-compress the crop management zone data (e.g. CMZ 65): 
double-click with the left mouse button on the “CMZ 65.zip” 
compressed folder that appears in the right pane of the Windows 
explorer screen. 
 

 
 
 
The extracted “CMZ 65.gdb” file will then appear: 
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5 To copy the “CMZ 65.gdb”  file to the Rusle2 Import folder: 
right click on the filename and select copy,  
 

 
 
then in the left Windows Explorer pane, scroll down to the Rusle2 
Import folder expanded earlier in step 2, right click on the import 
folder, and select paste: 
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6 Click the back arrow at the upper left corner of the Windows 
Explorer screen to return to the downloads folder. 
 

 
 

7 Repeat steps 4-6 for each of the remaining compressed (zipped) 
folders:  
MD clime042403.zip;  
BASE_NRCS_MOSES_03302016.zip; 
and NRCS_Moses_updates_030104_to_03302016.zip. 
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8 The last file to be copied to the import folder is the soil file. 
Since it is already in GDB format, it does not need to be un-
compressed. 
To copy the soils data file to the Rusle2>Import folder (e.g. Carroll 
County, Maryland.gdb): right click on this file and select copy. 
 

 
 
Then, in the left Windows Explorer pane, scroll down to the 
Rusle2>Import folder expanded earlier, right click on the import 
folder, and select paste. 
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9 All the data files have now been uncompressed/copied to the 
Rusle2>Import folder. You may repeat these steps, if you wish to 
import additional soils or crop management zone files into 
RUSLE2. 
 

 
 
 
 
Setting Up 
RUSLE 2 

You are now ready to import these databases into RUSLE2. 

 
Step Action 

1 Open RUSLE 2, click on Database and then select “import 
RUSLE2 database:  

 
 

2 Select the NRCS Moses updates that you downloaded earlier, then 
click “Open”. 
(You will first import the BASE_NRCS_MOSES_03302016.gdb, 
and when finished, repeat the process  for 
NRCS_Moses_updates_030104_to_03302016.gdb). 
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3 Check the box to the left of the folder at the top of the Import 
Database list. This will place a red check mark in each cell. 
Under “Include dependent files” choose “None”. 
Choose “Import to the same folder”. 
Click “Import”. 

 
 

4 Click “OK” when you get the warning message. 
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5 If asked to replace an object, click “Yes to All”. 
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6 Click “OK”: 
 

 
 
Click “OK” if you see the following screen: 
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7 Next, import the Crop Management Zone database. 
Click on “Database” and select “Import RUSLE2 database”. 
 

 
 

8 Select the CMZ you wish to import and click “Open”. 
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9 Click on the empty cell to the left of “managements”, click “none” 
and “import to same folder”. Then click “Import”. 
 

 
 



28 
 

10 Click “OK” when you get the warning message: 
 

 
 
Click “OK”: 
 

 
 
Click “OK” if you see the following screen: 
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11 Next, import the Climate database: 
Click on “Database” and select “Import database”. 

 
 
Select ”MD clime042403.gdb”, then click “Open”: 
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12 Click in the empty cell to the left of “climates”, select “None”, 
select “Import to same folder” and then click “Import”. 
 

 
 

13 Click “OK” on the warning message. 
 

 
 
Click “OK”: 
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14 Import the soils database. 
Click on “Database” and select “Import database”. 
 

 
 

15 Choose the county soils database. 
 

 
 

16 Click in the empty cell to the left of “soils”, select “None”, select 
“Import to same folder” and then click “Import”. 
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17 Click “OK” on the warning message. 
 

 
 

18 Click “OK”. 
 

 
 

19 The databases are now downloaded and RUSLE2 is ready for use. 
The last step is to click on Database > Startup database. This will 
ensure that you open to the correct template each time. 
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