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What is the Diamond Clover Award? The award 
consists of six levels that require a 4-H member 
to plan and accomplish a broad range of age-
appropriate goals, acquiring valuable life skills 
as they progress. Completion of the Diamond 
Clover levels is optional. 

How does a 4-H member apply for the award? 
A 4-H member may download the Diamond 
Clover Plan/Report form for a certain level from 
the Maryland 4-H web page or request a form 
from their 4-H Office. Each county/city 4-H office 
has specific dates and guidelines for submitting 
a Diamond Clover Plan/Report Form. Contact 
your local office for procedures. 

• �Level 6 Diamond Clover Project Proposals 
must be submitted for approval to 
the Maryland State 4-H Office by 
September 30. Local 4-H Offices will 
have an earlier submission deadline 
for county/city approval prior to 
state submission. 

What are the six levels? The Diamond Clover 
is designed with six levels, each with a 
corresponding gemstone identifier:  
Level 1 – Amethyst 
Level 2 – Aquamarine 
Level 3 – Ruby 
Level 4 – Sapphire 
Level 5 – Emerald, and  
Level 6 – Diamond. 

What are the activity requirements for each 
level? Each level is intended to promote life skills 
development, and the goals increase in rigor as 
members progress from levels 1 to 6. A checklist 
of suggested goals is included on each 
level’s Diamond Clover plan. The lists 
of goals have been created to enable 
any 4-H member to be successful. 

Are approvals required? In Levels 1- 4, the 4-H 
member’s parent/guardian and the club or 
group leader are required to review Section 
1 and sign Section 2 of the plan and the final 
year-end Reflection in Section 3 when the plan 
is completed. The local 4-H educator/staff is 
required to review and sign off on a Level 5 plan. 
Level 6 must be reviewed and approved by the 
local educator and the State 4-H Office. Level 6 
projects should not begin until state-level project 
approval is given and the 4-H member is notified. 

What is unique about Level 6? The Diamond 
Clover Level 6 Service Learning Project 
enables a 4-H member to demonstrate life 
skills including leadership, planning, and 
organization as they complete a major 
community service project. In order to qualify 
for Diamond Clover recognition, the project 
must be large enough in scale or scope to 
demonstrate investment of time and effort that 
will result in sustained community benefits. 

What types of projects are acceptable as Level 
6 projects? A Level 6 service learning project is 
more than a one-day event and should take 
approximately 100 hours to plan, implement 
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and complete. The project should have a 
lasting community impact. Youth typically work 
with non-profit or community organizations. 
Examples of projects include building permanent 
structures, developing ongoing educational or 
community events and programs, improving 
the environment, and much more. Youth are 
encouraged to be creative and imaginative.

What is the time frame for the award? 
A 4-H member may complete one 
level per year. With planning and 
implementation, the Level 6 proposal and 
project may take longer than 1 year. 

At which age do 4-H members start? Members 
may begin Level 1 at 4-H age 9 and may 
complete one level per year. Older members 
may begin at an appropriate higher level in 
order to complete Level 6 by 4-H age 18. Your 
local 4-H Office can assist with this determination. 

How are accomplishments documented? After 
accomplishing each level’s planned goals, 

a 4-H member will complete 
the Reflection section of the 
Plan. This includes written 
documentation of the goal 
completed and the life skills 
used. Youth may submit copies 
of letters, emails, photos or other 
documents with the final report, 

but this is not required until Level 6. Level 6 has 
several specific final reporting requirements.

How and when are successful 4-H members 
recognized? Youth are recognized with a 
pin containing a simulated gemstone center 
representing the color of that level. Pins for Levels 
1 - 4 will be presented at a local 4-H awards 
program, and Levels 5 and 6 will be presented 
at an appropriate state event. A certificate of 
achievement may be included with the pin. 

Is completing a 4-H project necessary to 
complete a level? No. However, completion of a 
4-H project and the submission of the 4-H project 
record is a goal that youth may choose in the 
Head section of every Diamond Clover level. It is 
up to each 4-H member if they want to choose 
that goal for completion. 

What does completing a new project mean? 
The requirement when choosing this goal is for 
a youth to select a new project area for each 
level. For example, a 4-H member might start 
with a sheep project for Level 1, a photography 
project for Level 2, woodworking for Level 3, 
a beef project for Level 4, etc. Youth cannot 
have done the project before selecting it as a 
new project and youth cannot repeat the same 
project for any level. 

Is it possible for a 4-H member’s plan to be 
revised? Yes. If for some good reason (death 
of an animal, drought damaged garden, 
illness, etc.) a 4-H member is unable to 
complete his or her plan, they may request 
to revise the plan. Revising a Level 5 plan 
requires local 4-H educator/staff. Revising 
a Level 6 plan requires 4-H educator/
staff and State 4-H Office approval. 

Where can I find more information? All 
information is available on the Maryland 4-H 
web page. Contact your local 4-H educator/
staff for answers to questions specific to your 4-H 
county/city.

Diamond Clover FAQ: Developed 2003. Complete 
revision 2020 by the following committee - Bonnie 
Boyden, Tom Hutson, Alex Chan, Elizabeth Hill, Becky 
Ridgeway, and Gretchen Sumbrum. 

1

Maryland 4-H Diamond Clover Award Program

Level 2 (A
quamarine)

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address:  
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/State/Zip
:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-H County or Baltim
ore City: _______________________________ Club(s):

 ______________________________

4-H Age: __________     
     

Birth
 Date: ________________     

   Y
ears in

 4-H: ___________ (in
cluding this y

ear)

Directions: A
t th

e beginning of th
e year, c

omplete se
ction 1 and 2 with the appropriate sig

natures.  

At th
e end of th

e year, c
omplete se

ction 3 with the appropriate sig
natures. A

 4-H Club/G
roup Le

ader 

must a
pprove the Diamond Clover Plan prior to

 when you sta
rt th

e activitie
s.

Section 1: Diamond Clover Le
vel 2 Goals C

hecklist

Choose at le
ast s

ix goals fo
r th

is y
ear: Y

ou are encouraged to choose goals fr
om all fo

ur H categories. 

You may also write
 in a maxim

um of tw
o self-d

etermined goals. 4
-H life

 skills a
re shown in ita

lics.

  Complete at le
ast o

ne 4-H project fro
m a new area and keep records.  

(keeping records, le
arning to learn)

  Identify
 a local civic engagement, n

on-profit, 
community se

rvice, or government 

agency or committe
e and research its 

purpose.  

(critic
al th

inking, decisio
n making, se

rvice learning)

  Keep a log of all p
urchases a

nd expenses fo
r at le

ast o
ne 4-H project. (k

eeping records)

  Self-d
etermined. A

pply a life
 skill fr

om 4-H to another area of your lif
e. 

    G
oal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    L
ife Skill: _

_____________________________________________________________________________

 

  Assis
t w

ith a club or community se
rvice learning project. (c

oncern for others)

  Assis
t w

ith a club or community fundraiser. (c
oncern for others)

  With the permissio
n of your parent/g

uardian, contact a
n adult m

entor or te
en leader 

through a lette
r, e

-mail, o
r phone call to

 ask for assis
tance with a project or activity. 

(nurturing relationships)

  Partic
ipate in a communication event (p

ublic sp
eaking, visual presentation/workshop, 

etc.). (
communication) 

  Self-d
etermined. A

pply a life
 skill fr

om 4-H to another area of your lif
e. 

    G
oal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    L
ife Skill: _

_____________________________________________________________________________

 

University programs, activities, and facilitie
s are available to all w

ithout re
gard to race, color, s

ex, gender id
entity or expression, sexual orientation, m

arita
l 

status, age, national origin, politic
al affiliation, physical or m

ental disability
, re

ligion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 

any other le
gally protected class.
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Maryland 4-H Diamond Clover Award Program

Level 4 (Sapphire)

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address:  _
________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-H County or Baltimore City: _______________________________ Club(s): _
_____________________________

4-H Age: __________       
   Birth Date: ________________       

 Years in
 4-H: ___________ (including this year)

Directions: At the beginning of the year, complete section 1 and 2 with the appropriate signatures.  

At the end of the year, complete section 3 with the appropriate signatures. A 4-H Club/Group Leader 

must approve the Diamond Clover Plan prior to when you start th
e activities.

Section 1: Diamond Clover Level 4 Goals Checklist

Choose at least se
ven goals for this year: You are encouraged to choose goals fro

m all four H categories. 

You may also write in a maximum of two self-determined goals. 4-H life skills a
re shown in italics.

  Complete at least one 4-H project fro
m a new project area and fill out the project 

record and the 4-H summary record. (keeping records, le
arning to learn)

  With permissio
n of a parent/guardian, contact a representative of a local or sta

te civic 

engagement, non-profit, community service, or government agency or committee. 

Interview them and out how the organization determines community needs. (c
ritical 

thinking, decision making, service learning)

  Plan and maintain a detailed budget for a project/workshop you are working on. 

(planning/organizing, keeping records)

   Self-determined. Apply a life skill fro
m 4-H to another area of your life

. (concern for others)

  With the permissio
n of your parent/guardian, contact an adult m

entor or teen leader 

through a letter, e-mail, or phone call to ask for assista
nce with a project or activity. 

(nurturing relationships)

  Participate in a communication event. (p
ublic speaking, visual presentation/workshop, 

etc.) (c
ommunication)

  Self-determined. Apply a life skill fro
m 4-H to another area of your life

. 

    G
oal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    Life Skill: ______________________________________________________________________________

 

University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, national origin, political affiliation, physical or mental disability, 
religion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 

any other legally protected class.
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Maryland 4-H Diamond Clover Award Program

Level 3 (Ruby)

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-H County or Baltimore City: _______________________________ Club(s): ______________________________

4-H Age: __________          B
irth Date: ________________        Years in 4-H: ___________ (including this year)

Directions: At the beginning of the year, complete section 1 and 2 with the appropriate signatures.  

At the end of the year, complete section 3 with the appropriate signatures. A 4-H Club/Group Leader 

must approve the Diamond Clover Plan prior to when you start the activities.

Section 1: Diamond Clover Level 3 Goals Checklist

Choose at least seven goals for this year: You are encouraged to choose goals from all four H categories. 

You may also write in a maximum of two self-determined goals. 4-H life skills are shown in italics.

  Complete at least one 4-H project from a new project area and complete the project 

record form. (keeping records, learning to learn)

  Identify three local civic engagement, non-profit, community service, or government 

agencies or committees and research their purposes. (critical thinking, decision making, 

service learning)

  Create and maintain a detailed budget for a project or workshop you are working on. 

(planning/organizing, keeping records)

  Self-determined. Apply a life skill from 4-H to another area of your life.

    Goal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    Life Skill: ______________________________________________________________________________

  Assist with the planning and leadership of a club or community service learning project. 

(concern for others)

  Assist with the planning and leadership of a club or community fundraiser. (concern for others)

  With the permission of your parent/guardian, contact an adult mentor or teen leader 

through a letter, e-mail, or phone call to ask for assistance with a project or activity. (nurturing 

relationships)

  Participate in a communication event. (public speaking, visual presentation/workshop, etc.) 

(communication)

  Self-determined. Apply a life skill from 4-H to another area of your life. 

    Goal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    Life Skill: ______________________________________________________________________________

 
University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, national origin, political affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 

any other legally protected class.
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Maryland 4-H Diamond Clover Award Program

Level 4 (Sapphire)

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-H County or Baltimore City: _______________________________ Club(s): ______________________________

4-H Age: __________          Birth Date: ________________        Years in 4-H: ___________ (including this year)

Directions: At the beginning of the year, complete section 1 and 2 with the appropriate signatures.  

At the end of the year, complete section 3 with the appropriate signatures. A 4-H Club/Group Leader 

must approve the Diamond Clover Plan prior to when you start the activities.

Section 1: Diamond Clover Level 4 Goals Checklist

Choose at least seven goals for this year: You are encouraged to choose goals from all four H categories. 

You may also write in a maximum of two self-determined goals. 4-H life skills are shown in italics.

  Complete at least one 4-H project from a new project area and fill out the project 

record and the 4-H summary record. (keeping records, learning to learn)

  With permission of a parent/guardian, contact a representative of a local or state civic 

engagement, non-profit, community service, or government agency or committee. 

Interview them and out how the organization determines community needs. (critical 

thinking, decision making, service learning)

  Plan and maintain a detailed budget for a project/workshop you are working on. 

(planning/organizing, keeping records)

   Self-determined. Apply a life skill from 4-H to another area of your life. (concern for others)

  With the permission of your parent/guardian, contact an adult mentor or teen leader 

through a letter, e-mail, or phone call to ask for assistance with a project or activity. 

(nurturing relationships)

  Participate in a communication event. (public speaking, visual presentation/workshop, 

etc.) (communication)

  Self-determined. Apply a life skill from 4-H to another area of your life. 

    Goal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    Life Skill: ______________________________________________________________________________

 

University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, national origin, political affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 

any other legally protected class.
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Maryland 4-H Diamond Clover Award Program

Level 5 (Emerald)

Name: _________________________________________________________ Phone: __________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________________

Town/State/Zip:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

4-H County or Baltimore City: _______________________________ Club(s): ______________________________

4-H Age: __________          Birth Date: ________________        Years in 4-H: ___________ (including this year)

Directions: At the beginning of the year, complete section 1 and 2 with the appropriate signatures.  

At the end of the year, complete section 3 with the appropriate signatures. A 4-H Club/Group Leader 

must approve the Diamond Clover Plan prior to when you start the activities. . NOTE: Level 5 requires 

4-H Educator/Staff approval.

Section 1: Diamond Clover Level 4 Goals Checklist

Choose at least seven goals for this year: You are encouraged to choose goals from all four H categories. 

You may also write in a maximum of two self-determined goals. 4-H life skills are shown in italics.

  Complete a full 4-H record book including project record(s), summary record, and all 

other required information. (keeping records, learning to learn)

  Meet with your 4-H educator/staff to discuss potential ideas for a Level 6 Diamond Clover 

project. (planning/organizing)

  With the permission of a parent/guardian, contact a representative of a local or state 

civic engagement, non-profit, community service, or government agency or committee 

to interview or to discuss potential Diamond Clover project ideas. (critical thinking, 

decision making, service learning)

  Maintain a detailed budget for a project, event pr workshop you are leading and create 

a resources/costs table with an analysis. (planning/organizing, record keeping)

  Self-determined. Apply a life skill from 4-H to another area of your life.  

    Goal: ________________________________________________________________________________   

    Life Skill: ______________________________________________________________________________

 
  Plan and lead a club or community service learning project. (concern for others)

  Plan and lead a club or community fundraiser. (concern for others)

  Assist a younger youth with a project, workshop, or demonstration. (nurturing relationships)

  Develop and demonstrate ways for all 4-H members to feel included and accepted, and/or 

increase the diversity of a club. (nurturing relationships, accepting differences, social skills)

  With the permission of a parent/guardian, write a letter about a community need to a 

community partner. (communication, nurturing relationships, cooperation)

University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital 

status, age, national origin, political affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 

any other legally protected class.
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Level 6 Diamond Clover Service Learning Project Proposal

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

4-H Club or Group: _______________________________________________________________________________

4-H County or Baltimore City: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Title of Project:  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

This proposal is an accurate, complete, and honest representation of my work planning a service project.

4-H Member Signature ____________________________________________________________ Date_________________

I have reviewed this proposal, and I believe that it is an accurate, complete, and honest representation of 
my child’s work planning a service project.

Parent/Guardian Signature ________________________________________________________ Date ________________

The Diamond Clover Level 6 Service Learning Project enables a 4-H member to demonstrate life skills 
including leadership, planning, and organization of a major community service project. In order to qualify 
for Diamond Clover recognition, the project must be large enough in scale or scope to demonstrate an 
investment of time and effort that will result in sustained community benefits. Your local Diamond Clover 
Advisory Committee will help you decide if the project you are considering meets the guidelines.

DO NOT begin any work until AFTER the State Review Committee and the State 4-H Program Leader have 
approved your project. You will receive committee feedback and may be required to make changes prior 
to project approval.

University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital 
status, age, national origin, political affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 
any other legally protected class.

University programs, activities, and facilities are available to all without regard to race, color, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, marital 
status, age, national origin, political affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion, protected veteran status, genetic information, personal appearance, or 
any other legally protected class.


