
The monthly meeting of the South County Patriots was held on January 26, 2025 at 2pm in Ridge, MD. 
Savannah Pierce, Vice-President, called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm. Roll call was answered by 8 
members and answered the question, “What are your main goals for 4-H this year?”. Kayla Wilson, 
President, arrived after the roll call was completed. Cali Stonesifer led the Pledge of Allegiance and 
Emma Smith led the 4-H Pledge. 

 
Bruce Wilson read his Treasurer’s report, explaining to the club what their current balance is and what 
the outstanding expenses are for January and funds set aside for camps. 
 
Heather Pierce reminded the club that record books are due to the 4-H office by February 3, 2025. Any-
one who does not submit a record book cannot enter exhibits in the fair the following year in 4-H. Eve-
ryone who is turning in a record book had it with them and will complete their final review and signa-
tures with Heather Pierce after the meeting. All club members were asked to sign up by the end of Jan-
uary if possible, but no later than the day before the February meeting. Anyone who has not enrolled 
should not attend the next meeting. Heather said that she can help anyone having trouble getting en-
rolled or deciding what projects to sign up for and explained how projects are linked to certain awards.  

 
All club members were given copies of the 2024 plans and reviewed them to make sure there were no 
issues that have come up since the last business meeting. A few of the meeting dates were adjusted 
and a new copy will be given to everyone and submitted to the 4-H office. The Firehouse is reserved 
for February and Heather will work with them for the remaining dates. 
 
The 4-H banquet will be held on March 15th at the Ridge Firehouse. Emma and Savannah volunteered 
to help at the registration table, Kayla for the 50/50 raffle, and Garrett as a greeter. Savannah Pierce 
made a motion for the club to vote whether to pay for the parents for the banquet with club funds. Em-
ma Smith seconded the motion. The club voted unanimously to pay for the parents and the motion car-
ried. 

Discussions were held on the Friend of 4-H nomination, but the club was unable to come to a decision. 

 
The club decided last year that a fundraiser would be held again this year to raise funds that would 
go towards 4-H camps for any club members who wanted to go. Heather Pierce explained that it 
has been difficult to find a date early in the year that works for both the quarter auction group and 
the fairgrounds. She selected March 9, 2025, as that was the only date that married up for the Feb-
ruary/March timeframe.  

The next meeting will be on February 23rd at 2pm at the Ridge Firehouse. 
 

Kayla Wilson moved that the business meeting adjourn at 2:35 pm. Motion seconded by Emma Smith 
and carried. After the meeting, snacks were served and club members and parents stayed to work with 
Heather on the signatures for their record books, 2025 Diamond Clover plans, and to go through the 
Outstanding 4-H’er of the Year form to see how many points each club member would have. 
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The monthly meeting of the South County Patriots was held on February 23, 2025 at 2 pm at the Ridge 
Firehouse. The meeting was called to order by Savannah Pierce, Vice President, at 2:05 pm. Roll call 
was answered by 6 members. Members stated their name and answered the question, “What do you want 
to accomplish this year”? Emma Smith led the Pledge of Allegiance and Savannah Pierce led the 4-H 
Pledge. The Treasurer’s report was read to let the club know how much funding is available for expendi-
ture.   
 
Old Business: 
• Diamond Clover forms are due 15 March 2025. All forms have been submitted to 4-H office. 

• Fundraiser- the quarter auction fundraiser is scheduled for 09 March 2025 at the Fairgrounds. All 
club members who would like to use the funds raised for their camp fees need to attend the fundrais-
er and help. Set up will be completed the night before and everyone should be at the fairgrounds no 
later than 1000 so that all last minute items are completed by 1100. Jobs will be Paddles/
Quarter/50/50 Table – Savannah, Emma, Josi, Kayla; Concessions – Bruce, Callie, Annabelle, Gar-
rett; Brown Bag – Waylon. 

• Enrollment- all but one club member has been enrolled (that member not present today) and have 
selected their projects for the year. Heather Pierce reminded everyone that if they want to make any 
changes to the projects they chose, they should do that soon so they have enough time to complete 
all the requirements but not later than June. 

• 4-H Banquet- Emma Smith and Savannah Pierce have signed up to work the registration table, Gar-
rett Shaw will be removed as a greeter, but Waylon Starling will step in and replace him , and Kayla 
Wilson as a 50/50 ticket seller. RSVPs are due to the 4-H office by 28 Feb 2025. Heather Pierce will 
send in one RSVP and check for the whole club since the club voted to pay for the parents using 
club funds. 

 
New Business: 
• Diamond Clover Level 6 is due by September 2025 for next year for anyone interested.  
• Camp Counselors are needed for overnight camp, day camp, and engineering camp. Current camp 

counselor training is required.  
• Heather Pierce reviewed some of the upcoming animal sciences events. Broiler Chick project may 

not happen in 2025 due to Avian flu. She also mentioned that the public speaking workshop and 
contest are still TBD at the moment.  

• There will be no meeting in March, we will attend the club fundraiser and 4-H banquet instead. Our 
next club meeting will be 27 April 2025 at the Ridge Firehouse. 

 
Savannah Pierce moved that the business meeting adjourn at 2:23 pm. Motion seconded by Emma Smith 
and carried. 
 
After the meeting, the club had snacks and Emma Smith completed a craft demonstration called Bubble 
Wrap Paint Craft. Painting was done on bubble wrap and then transferred to black card stock to make 
shapes like flowers, turtles, etc. 
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South County Patriots members and parents attended the 2024 4-H Banquet in lieu of a meeting for 
March. At the banquet, two club members volunteered at the registration table, one as a greeter, and one 
selling 50/50 tickets.  Club members were recognized for many awards this year to include Diamond 
Clover, multiple fair department trophies and fair special contest trophies, Shooting Sports awards, Rec-
ord Books, Project Pins, and nominations for the Outstanding Livestock Exhibitor award, 4-H Spirit 
Award and the Outstanding 4-H’er of the Year award.  

 
We also had our club fundraiser on March 9, 2025 and we were able to raise enough money for each 
club member to have funds to use for their camps this coming year. Club members helped with set up 
and tear down and worked at the various stations at the quarter auction selling paddles, quarters, 50/50 
tickets, brown bag tickets, and the concession stand.  
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The monthly meeting of the South County Patriots was held on April 27, 2025, in Ridge, MD. The 
meeting was called to order by Kayla Wilson at 2:06 pm. Roll call was answered by 6 members. Mem-
bers stated their name and answered the question, “What was your favorite thing about spring?” Savan-
nah Pierce led the 4-H Pledge and Kayla Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Bruce Wilson read the treasurer’s report to provide members with information on how much funding the 
club has in their bank account, how much is set aside for camp funds, and what is available for expendi-
ture for club expenses. 

 
Club Business 
• Club Camp-Out – the club discussed the upcoming camp out event on May 17th. Same as the 

last couple years, we will not actually stay overnight, we’ll do activities all day and then go 
home when it’s time for bed or whenever everyone has had enough fun for the day. Everyone 
needs to be ready to do demonstrations and this is a great time to complete demos that are 
messier or more time consuming. 

• Enrollment- any club members who want to add or delete projects need to let the 4-H office know 
by June. 

• 4-H Banquet – We talked about ways that could make the 4-H banquet better in certain aspects. 

• We talked about fair updates for livestock rules and put out a reminder that livestock entries in the 

fair need a paper form as well as the Blue Ribbon entry. 

• Camps- Engineering Camp is May 2nd- 4th. 3 members are attending. 4-H Day Camp is still TBD. 

Overnight Camp is July 6th- 11th. Very few can attend with these chosen dates. 4-H office is looking 

for adult and teen volunteers for all camps.  

• Broiler Chick project is still TBD. 
• Everyone needs to ensure they are working on their diamond clover activities per their signed 

plans. 

• Next meeting was moved back to the original date of June 29, 2025. 

Kayla Wilson moved that the business meeting adjourn at 3:23 pm. Motion seconded by Emma Smith 
and carried. 
 
Emma Smith did her leadership demo by teaching everyone the “Okay, Genius…” game and leading 

everyone in the activity. The club had snacks together and talked a while before leaving. 
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The monthly meeting of the South County Patriots was held on May 17, 2025, in Ridge, MD. This was 
our all-day event that we do once a year. In the past, it was an overnight camp-out but the last few years 
we’ve ended in the evening so that it’s not as difficult to set-up and tear-down. Kayla Wilson, Club 
President, called the meeting to order at 12:28 pm. Roll call was answered by 6 members.  The question 
answered was “What is your favorite TV show?” Kayla Wilson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Bruce 
Wilson led the 4-H Pledge 

Bruce Wilson read the treasurer’s report to provide members with information on how much funding the 
club has in their bank account, how much is set aside for camp funds, and what is available for expendi-
ture for club expenses. 

 

Club Business 
• Two club members have moved from the area and another will be leaving the club because of 

that. All have activity funds remaining from the last two fundraisers.  Kayla made a motion to 
split their funds evenly between all remaining members of the club.  Bruce seconded the mo-
tion.  All voted yes, and the motion carried unanimously. 

• County Fair- the fair book is available, everyone should have received via email and can start 
choosing their fair entries they would like to submit.  Kayla made a motion to not make a club 
booth or banner for the fair this year.  Bruce seconded the motion.  All voted yes, and the mo-
tion carried unanimously.   

• For those with multiple projects, ensure you have planned for when you will complete any 
that you do not present today. For those who plan to demonstrate using a poster board or dis-
play, it would make sense to complete at the June or August meeting so that the board can 
also be entered in the fair. If not, you have until December to present.   

• A discussion on the future of the club. With so little members remaining, Heather asked if everyone 
would like to continue on or disband and join other existing clubs. All present voiced they would 
like to continue participating in this club. 

 
Kayla Wilson moved that the business meeting adjourn at 12:52pm. Motion seconded by Bruce Wilson 
and carried.  
 
After the business meeting ended club members spent the rest of the day participating in demonstrations 
for their projects, eating snacks and spending time together.   

 
Demonstrations were presented by the following club members: 

 
• Savannah Pierce- How to make a wood slice bird ornament. This demo taught club members how to 

assemble the ornament with wood slices, glue, rocks, and decorations like moss and sticks. Savan-
nah provided example pictures and verbal instructions on how to paint a rock to look like a bird and 
use decorations to resemble a perch and each club member and some parents made their own.  

Continue on next page 
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• Savannah Pierce – How to plant and care for parsley.  This demo taught the club how to plant pars-
ley seeds, how to care for parsley once it’s grown, how to preserve it through drying or freezing, and 
how to enter it in the fair in the fresh and/or dried herb sections. After the demo club members went 
outside to plant their own parsley seeds to take home and try to grow for the fair.  

 
• Emma Smith- Archery Rules & Parts of Bow/Arrow. This demo taught club members about the ar-

chery rules and the different parts of bow and arrows. Emma used a visual display to talk about the 
rules and brought her archery equipment to show the club what the different parts of a bow and ar-
row look like.  

 
• Savannah Pierce – Volleyball Skills. This demo taught club members the skills required in volley-

ball and the rules of the game. Club members practiced skills like serving, setting, and bumping and 
split into two teams to play a makeshift game.  

 
• Emma Smith – How to draw a realistic animal eye.  This demo showed club members some tricks 

for how to draw and shade to make a more realistic animal eye. Club members were given materials 
to practice making their own animal eye.  

 
• Kayla Wilson – How to grill burgers. This demo taught club members how to prepare and cook 

burgers on the grill.  Kayla discussed the proper handling of beef and the correct temperature to 
cook it to. Club members were each given their own gloves, plates, spices, and balls of ground beef 
so they could make their own burgers to cook on the grill. Once all the burgers were cooked, every-
one ate dinner.  

 
• Emma Smith- How to make fruit skewers with fruit dip. This demo taught club members how to 

make a healthy dessert of fruit skewers with cream cheese and yogurt dip. Club members were given 
their own skewers and fruits to make their dessert.  
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The monthly meeting of the South County Patriots was held on June 29, 2025, in Ridge, MD. Savannah 
Pierce, Vice President, called the meeting to order at 2:11 pm. Roll call was answered by 3 members 
and answered the question “What is something you are looking forward to this summer?”  Savannah 
Pierce led the Pledge of Allegiance and Josi Stewart led the 4-H Pledge. 

Heather Pierce read the treasurer’s report to provide members with information on how much funding 
the club has in their bank account, how much is set aside for camp funds, and what is available for ex-
penditure for club expenses. 

 
Club Business 
• Please review 4-H projects to ensure no changes are required. Only a few more days before no fur-

ther changes can be made. 
• Ensure everyone is keeping up with Diamond Clover Plans. 
• The club pool party is scheduled for August 16, 2025.  Bring a side or dessert to share. 
• 2025 overnight camp is planned for 6-11 July.  Currently no one can attend due to previously 

planned commitments. 
• Adventure Days (Day Camp) - office still waiting to hear back from fairgrounds to schedule date. 
• The end of the 4-H fiscal year is June 30, 2025.  Financial reports/end of year paperwork is due in 

August. 
• Only a few club meetings left for those who need to plan for demonstrations. 
 

Savannah Pierce did her leadership demonstration. She provided materials to do a “Marshmallow Chal-
lenge” which involved splitting into teams and using those materials to build the tallest free standing 
structure possible in 18 minutes with the marshmallow on top.  Since there were only 3 club members 
present today, the teams were the 3 teens versus the 3 adults and it was a fun challenge. Afterwards, she 
provided information on the leadership skills that are required for this type of team activity and how they 
apply.  

Meeting was adjourned at 2:55pm 
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July 2025 
Submitted By: Savannah Pierce 

No club meetings or activities were planned for July.  
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The monthly meeting of the South County Patriots was held on August 16, 2025, in Lexington Park, 
MD. The meeting was called to order by Savannah Pierce, Vice President, at 11:12am. The meeting 
opened with the pledges. Savannah Pierce led the Pledge of Allegiance and Emma Smith led the 4-H 
Pledge. Roll call was answered by 5 members. Garrett Shaw led an ice breaker activity and the question 
answered was “What is your favorite kind of pool float?” 
 
Bruce Wilson read the treasurer’s report to provide members with information on how much funding the 
club has in their bank account, how much is set aside for camp funds, and what is available for expendi-
ture for club expenses. 
 
Club Business 
• Club Tee Shirts.  Smaller sizes were ordered and those that need them can get them from Heather 

Pierce.  
• Fair- Heather reminded everyone that fair entries in Blue Ribbon Online will be due 31 August. It is 

important that everyone thinks through what they might finish between now and then since you 
shouldn’t try to add categories after the enrollment has closed.  Heather informed everyone that en-
try days had changed, and it was important for everyone to read the fair book carefully and ensure 
you are following the updated entry schedule. Heather reminded everyone to sign up for the contests 
like photography, horticulture, and the public speaking demonstrations if they think they will want 
to participate in those during the fair. This year you can only enroll in two public speaking catego-
ries: 1 individual and 1 team. The cake auction will be on Sept 20th at 6:30pm. Emma and Savannah 
will be making the cakes for the club. The club will serve as building monitors on Friday at the fair 
from 3-6pm.  

• The next 4-H achievement banquet is scheduled for March 21, 2026. 
 
With Kayla going to college this week, today was her official last day. Club members concurred with 
Savannah moving up formally to President and Emma Vice President. 
 
Josephine Stewart completed a demonstration on how to draw a mouse. She explained the steps and 
handed out drawing paper and pencils for club members to try to follow along.  
 
Emma Smith made a motion to end the business meeting, and it was seconded by Josi Stewart. The 
meeting was closed at 11:32 am.  
 
Once the meeting ended, club members decorated lampshades to enter in the fair and participated in the 
annual potluck pool party.  



REPORTER’S NEWS 
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September 2025 
Submitted By: Savannah Pierce 

No official business meeting was held in September. Club members participated in the various fair 
activities instead such as serving as building monitors in the 4-H building, participating in the cake 
auction, entering exhibits, showing livestock, and competing in the horticulture, photography, demon-
stration, and illustrated talk competitions.  


