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Anne Arundel County Master
Gardener News

 Coordinator's Corner
Maxine Yoon, Master Gardener Coordinator 

Happy Belated Easter and Transgender day of Visibility,

It has been absolutely wonderful being able to reach out to the
community as a home horticulture educator. Many community
leaders and other non-profit organizations have been welcoming,
kind, and very grateful for my presentations and outreach. For
example, here is a picture of me after a seed starting workshop at
Tyler Heights Elementary School! The children and their parents
had a lot of fun, and I did too. Thank you Sara Ford for connecting
me with Tyler Heights and for your help during the workshop. 

Mt. Cuba
I have closed the ticket sales for our field trip to Mt. Cuba and
have confirmed our visit with UMD charter services and my
contact at Mt. Cuba. If you bought a ticket, we are all good to go
and looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, April 11th! I will be sending out more details as we get
closer to our tour date.

Volunteer Appreciation Day
April is National Volunteer Month and we wanted to take the opportunity to celebrate and recognize the
contributions of our wonderful volunteers! This event will be a collaboration with 4-H and it will be on
Sunday, April 21st from 12-3pm. We are ironing out some details and will be sending out flyers and
registration forms soon.     

Master Gardener Satisfaction Survey
Whenever you have a moment, could you please fill out this satisfaction survey. The EAB and I are
looking to make the Master Gardener program in Anne Arundel County better for everyone. Your input
would be greatly appreciated! I will be closing this survey on April 10th.  
Survey link: https://go.umd.edu/3IRQ47N

New Partnership: Howard EcoWorks
We have started a new partnership with Howard EcoWorks, an environmental non-profit based in
Jessup, MD. Their nursery, Seeds of Change (SOC), is a nursery that specializes in native plants from
the Mid-Atlantic region. They also collaborate with the Howard County Department of Correction to
create a jail to job pipeline for incarcerated people. They provide them with training, education, and
hands-on experience in sustainable landscdaping, plant care, and propagation techniques (Volunteers
will not have any direct contact with innamtes). Master gardeners from Howard County volunteer here
regularly on Monday mornings from 9-12:30 every week. If you are interested, you may join in with the
Howard County master gardeners! Volunteer hours here will be considered, but please fulfill your initial
annual obligation on approved Master Gardener projects.  https://www.howardecoworks.org/seeds-
of-change.

Stay classy Anne Arundel,

Maxine Yoon

https://go.umd.edu/3IRQ47N
https://www.howardecoworks.org/seeds-of-change
https://www.howardecoworks.org/seeds-of-change
https://www.howardecoworks.org/seeds-of-change
https://www.howardecoworks.org/seeds-of-change
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Apprentice Gardens

Kristin Silva, co-chair, organized a work party on March 20, and the
volunteers were amazing: Kathy Albers, Wendy Boardman, Kathy
Enderle, Deb Fritz, Lourdes Hergenroeder, Mary Lou Puller, and
Sharon Smith - THANK YOU!

We weeded all the planting beds, inside and outside of the fence;
emptied the compost bin of ~16 cubic-feet of lovely compost which
was spread in the two corner beds for the strawberries and the
pollinators, the herb garden (perennial rosemary, thyme, sage and
lavender), and in the gardens along the outside of the fence; pulled
the weeds growing through the straw on the pathways; distributed
the tomato cages to the family plots, and half-cleaned out the shed,
leaving two apparently still active nests. We’ll leave the critter-family
alone for a couple more weeks. Whew! All the hand tools have
been washed and are ready for the season.

Thank you, too, to Maxine, for purchasing and delivering 20 bags of Leaf-gro for the family and common
garden spaces. We will have started planting the early crops, a variety of greens and potatoes, by the
first part of April.

The first Apprentice Garden meeting with this season’s families will be held on Wednesday, April 3, at
6PM in the Harvest Hall at the Kinder Farm Park Visitor’s Center (Volunteers are welcome to arrive at
5:30 for set-up). The Garden program can accommodate eight (8) families and is fully subscribed for
this season; we have begun a waitlist for 2025.  We will have seven (7) new families, and 14 children,

from ages 1 to 14 years.  On April 3rd, we will complete the project paperwork and orient the parents
while the children paint a sign to identify their family’s space. Many hands are most welcome;
reinforcements are appreciated, especially for our first meeting.

Each family will be assigned one of the 8’ spaces along the fences to grow their choices of vegetables,
and the Master Gardeners will tend the center, and the corner, common gardens.  The weekly meetings
in April will focus on helping the families to plan their space - what they want to grow, spacing and timing
of the plantings - and to accomplish their spring planting
             
Throughout the season, April through September, the project meets at 6:30PM every Wednesday at the
Apprentice Garden in the community gardens at Kinder Farm Park in Millersville. 

Master Gardener volunteers are welcome to “adopt” part of the
perennial gardens along the “outside of the fence” and maintain it on
your own schedule.  Native goldenrod, mint and chives on one side,
and brown-eyed Susans on the other. Milkweed, tall phlox, iris, BES,
mountain mint and a peony grow by the garden gate.

Please consider volunteering in the Apprentice Garden.  Volunteers,
and interns are welcome anytime. You can join us at the Wednesday
meetings, and/or do other-day garden checks and extra watering.
 Your children are welcome to join you.  There is always a sign-in
sheet in the garden mailbox to record your presence and to note your
hours. Thank you in advance.

The Apprentice Garden is dedicated to organic techniques; we do not
roto-till for spring planting.  The cover crop vegetation will be left for now in the gardens to continue to
nourish the soil, and to prevent weeds. Most will be removed as spring and summer planting happens
and the crimson clover will be composted in the in-garden bin. Two small patches of the clover will be
left to go to seed for the end-of-the-season planting.
Hope you can join us in the Apprentice Garden in 2024!
If you would like more information, please contact Janet or Kristin.

Co-chaired by Janet Clauson and Kristin Silva
janetclauson301@gmail.com, 410.987.2027
ka_silva@verizon.net, 443.254.3133

Compost and Native Gardens Project at Quiet Waters Park

mailto:janetclauson301@gmail.com
mailto:ka_silva@verizon.net
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If you’d like to be part of our team, please contact pamdennisonmg@aol.com.

 Pam Dennison, Project Chair

The Dairy Farm Demonstration Gardens

Welcome to 2024 and a New Year for the Dairy Farm
Project!

We have scheduled our next meeting/work parties of the
year for Saturday, April 13 and Thursday, April 25 at 9:00.

At our first meeting of the season we were able to clean up
the main gardens. Thanks to all 12 MG’s who made this
task possible.

We also had a meeting and discussed some ways to make
improvements. Discussions involved proper signage for our Native Plants, redesigning the herb section,
and possibly moving some crowded plants and shaping the large shrubs.

At our next work party we will focus on some of the other gardens such as the pavilion and Fire House.

We have great plans to REORGANIZE, RENEW, REPLANT AND REFRESH our gardens.

We are seeking any Master Gardener who would be interested in designing and implementing some
changes so our gardens can continue to be the best they can be. 

So, ALL HANDS ON DECK, regulars and new folks too. All are welcome.

Keep watching your newsletters and Friday Flashes for updated information.

Our regular work parties are the second Saturday and Fourth Thursday of each month.

 We have tools, but please bring your own favorites, gloves, water, etc. Large clippers or loppers will be
helpful for this. If you have any questions, please contact Malcolm Doying at oldcelt100@aol.com or
410-721-7610  

Hancock's Resolution

Daffodils, flowering quince, and Chickasaw plum trees are in bloom. Fall planted garlic established well
and rows of potatoes, kale and turnips have been planted. Flowering mustard and collard greens
provide an early pollen source for the bees and look lovely.

Hancock’s Resolution Opening Day was Sunday, March 24 which coincided with county-wide Maryland
Day Weekend events. The visitation count was forty-five with Master Gardeners interacting with about
half that number. One young visitor and her grandparents took delight in pulling turnips and learning
about plants in the mint family characterized by their unique scents and square stems.

Friends of Hancock’s Resolution will host a Spring Festival from 11:00-4:00 on Sunday, April 21, and
Plowing with Horse Teams 1:00-4:00 on Sunday, April 28 (rain date May 5.) Both events might be of
interest to Master Gardeners.

Thanks to the effort of Master Gardeners the farmhouse garden beds, kitchen garden and lavender field
are ready for the public to enjoy. Of course, there is always more to accomplish. Volunteers are needed

from 9:30-12:30 on the 1st and 3rd Mondays (April 1 & 15.) Master Gardeners can also volunteer from
1:00-4:00 on Sunday afternoons April through October to interact with the public and provide
horticultural information. If you have an interest in vegetable gardening, lavender plant propagation,
growing herbs and heirlooms, plant identification and historic gardens, please reach out.

The link to register to volunteer is Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners: Volunteer Sign Up
Hancock's Resolution (signupgenius.com)

mailto:pamdennisonmg@aol.com
mailto:oldcelt100@aol.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA5A828AAFECF8-47950525-volunteer#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BA5A828AAFECF8-47950525-volunteer#/
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If you are not available on Monday mornings or Sunday afternoons, let me know and we can find
alternative tasks that will work with your schedule. Email me at willnancy3@verizon.net or call/text 410-
952-9554. 

RePollinate Anne Arundel

Kathy Lough and Lauren Toomey had the
privilege of supporting the interagency
FWS/USGS Wild Beelab at the Philadelphia
Flower Show. During the evening when the bee
experts were gone, we were able to call ourselves
the "B team" since the "A team" was away.

RePollinate AACO is well positioned entering
2024. We have an adequate number of supplies
(soil, pots, labels and markers) thanks to both
AACO Master Gardeners and Watershed Steward
Academy. There will also be an abundance of
seedling availability. Yesterday AACO sowed 42 flats of native seed, in addition to the hoophouse full of
flats the Beelab sowed. RePollinate is also going to leverage seedling quarts that are available now
from Bonnaterra.

Priorities and approach for RePollinate 2024 will be comprised of strong demonstrated collaborative
efforts engaging AACO Recreation and Parks (R&P); emphasis on biodiversity and addition of shrubs
with the augment of Bonnaterra plant materials; and having community groups that will be recipients of
plants in the fall, muster a cadre of folks to participate in the transplant of seedlings either at the beelab
on Thursday's and Saturday's, or a possible satellite site within the AACO R&P system to be
announced).

If you would like to be on the distribution list for the beelab, email lauren_toomey@hotmail.com. 

Tawes Garden

Tawes Garden
The Tawes team started up in late March, cleaning up the
Plant Mural and thinking about our priorities for the 2024
season. It's a bit early still to see what the Mural will look like
this year. Last fall, we planted dozens of native perennials
and shrubs, as well as a small witch hazel tree so we are
looking forward to seeing how successful those plantings will
be. Already, the mountain mint seems to be coming in strong,
as well as the penstemon from our 2022 Unity Gardens
plantings. The DNR landscaping contractors gave the Plant
Mural an unexpectedly (and unsolicited) hard prune last fall so we have our fingers crossed that nature
will prevail and that the native plants we have installed over the past three years will survive.

For 2024, we have plans to clear out large swaths of liriope, ivy and non-native grasses and to replant
with native grasses and other native plants, with the landscape design TBD. We also hope to start
focusing on other areas of the 5-acre Tawes Garden, in particular the removal of invasive species.

mailto:willnancy3@verizon.net
mailto:lauren_toomey@hotmail.com
mailto:lauren_toomey@hotmail.com
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Suzanne Weber, Tawes Horticulturist, has enlisted several teams of the Maryland Conservation Corps
(similar to Americorps) who have already started clearing invasive phragmites and yellow flag iris from
the Tawes pond. We hope to restore better water flow to the streamside environments of the garden this
year. The status of the Tawes Garden has been a bit murky for years but this year Gov. Wes Moore
officially designated it a state park. Hopefully this will clear the way for more state funding and support.

Butterfly and Bumblebee Habitat Stewards Program 
Suzanne Weber is organizing a series of monthly speakers at Tawes as
part of a new pollinator-focussed program. This is not a UMD Master
Gardener project, but Maxine has agreed that attendance at these monthly
programs can count towards Education hours. Suzanne hopes to kick off
the series in April but is still pulling together last minute details so stay
tuned to the Friday Flash for updates about topics, speakers and how to
register. Sessions will be held at the DNR Building and are open
to everyone. The program looks to be wide-ranging and very interesting,
with some great speakers. More information will be available very soon. If
you would like to get on a mailing list for these events, feel free to email
Cindy Wells at cwells5953@cs.com with your details and I will pass your name along to Suzanne once
she gets her database up and running.

Finally, the Virginia bluebells are starting to bloom in the
Garden and should be in full bloom during the next two
weeks. If you have time, stop by and take a little tour.

Tawes volunteers meet every Wednesday, anytime from 8am-
12noon at the Tawes Garden, DNR Buidling, 570 Taylor Ave.,
Annapolis. Free parking is in the Naval Stadium through Gate
6 or in front of the DNR building. Bring a photo ID to access
the building as well as your own small tools. Larger tools are
provided. We welcome old and new MG's!

Cindy Wells & Kathy Devine, co-chairs

Vegetable Gardening at the Dairy Farm

Greetings all Mg’s.

I am pleased to announce that the Veggie Garden at
the Dairy Farm project is now its own separate
entity. So, if you are specifically interested in growing
food, please join us.

We will begin our season on Thursday, March 28, at
9:00 am.

The gardens beds have been repaired and are
ready to go. We will begin with removing winter
weeds and lifting the soil. We will also plant potatoes and peas and possibly our cold weather crops.

If we have enough MG’s, we need to add 2yds of compost to the raised beds.

If you missed our first meeting, we will meet again on Saturday, April 13, and Saturday, April 27. This is
a change in our regular schedule because Pat has a conflict.

NOTE: We meet the second Saturday and fourth Thursday of each month.

If you would like to added to my mailing list, please let me know.

For continuing information, please read your newsletters and Friday Flashes.

Looking forward to another great year,

Pat Shema, Chair  pshema@aol.com 410-721-7610  

mailto:cwells5953@cs.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/570+Taylor+Ave.,+Annapolis?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/570+Taylor+Ave.,+Annapolis?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:pshema@aol.com
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 Mark Your Calendar!

Monthly AAMG Meeting
April 9, 2024
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Zoom: https://umd.zoom.us/j/99439900369
Agenda: coming soon!
 
How Native Plant Cultivars Affect Pollinators
April 12, 2024
12:00-1:30 PM
Location: Virtual

Are native cultivars as valuable in pollinator habitat gardens as valuable as straight native species?
Native plants are generally recommended for supporting pollinators, but the growing demand for native
plants, coupled with the horticulture industry’s desire for plants with unique characteristics, has led to
the increased breeding and availability of native cultivars or “nativars”. Annie White was one of the first
researchers in the country to evaluate native cultivars based on their ecological value instead of just
their garden performance. Informed by both years of rigorous field research and real-world landscape
design experience, Annie’s talk will discuss both the benefits and challenges of using native species
and their cultivars in the landscape.

Click here for more information.

Sustainable Solutions: Landscaping for Resilience Around Septic Systems and
Flood-Prone Areas
May 10, 2024
12:00-1:30 PM
Location: Virtual

Join us for an insightful webinar on integrating conservation landscaping practices to promote
environmental sustainability and resilience in areas surrounding septic systems and flood-prone zones.
Discover practical strategies and innovative approaches to design and maintain landscapes that
mitigate risks associated with flooding while supporting the health and functionality of septic systems.
From native plant selection to stormwater management techniques, this webinar equips homeowners,
landscapers, and environmental enthusiasts with the knowledge needed to create beautiful, resilient
landscapes that protect both property and the environment.

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate, please contact Steph Pully at pully@umd.edu
on or before Friday, April 26, 2024.

Click here for more information.

 
2024 Monthly Plant Clinic Update
April 3, May 1, June 5, July 10, August 7, September 4, October 2

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate in this webinar, please contact Stephanie Pully
at least 2 weeks prior to the webinar at (410) 531-1754 or pully@umd.edu.
This is event is only open to current Active or Intern Master Gardeners. 
Zoom Registration -https://umd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v1ktTFCyRKeEFdSFhnIlsQ#/
registration
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University programs, activities, and facilities are

available to all without regard to race, color, sex,

gender identity or expression, sexual orientation,

marital status, age, national origin, political

affiliation, physical or mental disability, religion,

protected veteran status, genetic information,

personal appearance, or any other legally protected

class.

If you need a reasonable accommodation to
participate in any event or activity, please contact
your local University of Maryland Extension Office.
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Anne Arundel County Master
Gardener News

 Coordinator's Corner
Maxine Yoon, Master Gardener Coordinator 

Happy Belated Easter and Transgender day of Visibility,

It has been absolutely wonderful being able to reach out to the
community as a home horticulture educator. Many community
leaders and other non-profit organizations have been welcoming,
kind, and very grateful for my presentations and outreach. For
example, here is a picture of me after a seed starting workshop at
Tyler Heights Elementary School! The children and their parents
had a lot of fun, and I did too. Thank you Sara Ford for connecting
me with Tyler Heights and for your help during the workshop. 

Mt. Cuba
I have closed the ticket sales for our field trip to Mt. Cuba and
have confirmed our visit with UMD charter services and my
contact at Mt. Cuba. If you bought a ticket, we are all good to go
and looking forward to seeing you on Thursday, April 11th! I will be sending out more details as we get
closer to our tour date.

Volunteer Appreciation Day
April is National Volunteer Month and we wanted to take the opportunity to celebrate and recognize the
contributions of our wonderful volunteers! This event will be a collaboration with 4-H and it will be on
Sunday, April 21st from 12-3pm. We are ironing out some details and will be sending out flyers and
registration forms soon.     

Master Gardener Satisfaction Survey
Whenever you have a moment, could you please fill out this satisfaction survey. The EAB and I are
looking to make the Master Gardener program in Anne Arundel County better for everyone. Your input
would be greatly appreciated! I will be closing this survey on April 10th.  
Survey link: https://go.umd.edu/3IRQ47N

New Partnership: Howard EcoWorks
We have started a new partnership with Howard EcoWorks, an environmental non-profit based in
Jessup, MD. Their nursery, Seeds of Change (SOC), is a nursery that specializes in native plants from
the Mid-Atlantic region. They also collaborate with the Howard County Department of Correction to
create a jail to job pipeline for incarcerated people. They provide them with training, education, and
hands-on experience in sustainable landscdaping, plant care, and propagation techniques (Volunteers
will not have any direct contact with innamtes). Master gardeners from Howard County volunteer here
regularly on Monday mornings from 9-12:30 every week. If you are interested, you may join in with the
Howard County master gardeners! Volunteer hours here will be considered, but please fulfill your initial
annual obligation on approved Master Gardener projects.  https://www.howardecoworks.org/seeds-
of-change.

Stay classy Anne Arundel,

Maxine Yoon

Apprentice Gardens

Kristin Silva, co-chair, organized a work party on March 20, and the volunteers were amazing: Kathy
Albers, Wendy Boardman, Kathy Enderle, Deb Fritz, Lourdes Hergenroeder, Mary Lou Puller, and
Sharon Smith - THANK YOU!

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012M55V5C4k_cQrBbuGB-HdHYMz0XmlVbddqMV3sxMJBSXjwqLvs6jg783dNFqD9x4PCBAjKk7yy9dOOTgyuZZCo9GXxlbuzZIRDR3fp5EpqR-O5C3IzDSfIB_7xZIZourEgr4asTVu6iejUotGnTOAQ==&c=-V7PlgCOtdoXLrwj3g-UoPGfwQiRw_bSFLK0-Yj6VGOcTtvSHNWSog==&ch=hdUY8ggjjHJBVIQx6rDtnRZyBZtXqd6kcuYBBr17gU-JJHwReDpBUg==
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We weeded all the planting beds, inside and outside of the fence;
emptied the compost bin of ~16 cubic-feet of lovely compost which
was spread in the two corner beds for the strawberries and the
pollinators, the herb garden (perennial rosemary, thyme, sage and
lavender), and in the gardens along the outside of the fence; pulled
the weeds growing through the straw on the pathways; distributed
the tomato cages to the family plots, and half-cleaned out the shed,
leaving two apparently still active nests. We’ll leave the critter-family
alone for a couple more weeks. Whew! All the hand tools have
been washed and are ready for the season.

Thank you, too, to Maxine, for purchasing and delivering 20 bags of
Leaf-gro for the family and common garden spaces. We will have
started planting the early crops, a variety of greens and potatoes,
by the first part of April.

The first Apprentice Garden meeting with this season’s families will be held on Wednesday, April 3, at
6PM in the Harvest Hall at the Kinder Farm Park Visitor’s Center (Volunteers are welcome to arrive at
5:30 for set-up). The Garden program can accommodate eight (8) families and is fully subscribed for
this season; we have begun a waitlist for 2025. We will have seven (7) new families, and 14 children,
from ages 1 to 14 years.  On April 3rd, we will complete the project paperwork and orient the parents
while the children paint a sign to identify their family’s space. Many hands are most welcome;
reinforcements are appreciated, especially for our first meeting.

Each family will be assigned one of the 8’ spaces along the fences to grow their choices of vegetables,
and the Master Gardeners will tend the center, and the corner, common gardens. The weekly meetings
in April will focus on helping the families to plan their space - what they want to grow, spacing and timing
of the plantings - and to accomplish their spring planting
             
Throughout the season, April through September, the project meets at 6:30PM every Wednesday at the
Apprentice Garden in the community gardens at Kinder Farm Park in Millersville. 

Master Gardener volunteers are welcome to “adopt” part of the
perennial gardens along the “outside of the fence” and maintain it on
your own schedule.  Native goldenrod, mint and chives on one side,
and brown-eyed Susans on the other. Milkweed, tall phlox, iris, BES,
mountain mint and a peony grow by the garden gate.

Please consider volunteering in the Apprentice Garden.  Volunteers,
and interns are welcome anytime. You can join us at the Wednesday
meetings, and/or do other-day garden checks and extra watering.
 Your children are welcome to join you.  There is always a sign-in
sheet in the garden mailbox to record your presence and to note your
hours. Thank you in advance.

The Apprentice Garden is dedicated to organic techniques; we do not
roto-till for spring planting.  The cover crop vegetation will be left for now in the gardens to continue to
nourish the soil, and to prevent weeds. Most will be removed as spring and summer planting happens
and the crimson clover will be composted in the in-garden bin. Two small patches of the clover will be
left to go to seed for the end-of-the-season planting.
Hope you can join us in the Apprentice Garden in 2024!
If you would like more information, please contact Janet or Kristin.

Co-chaired by Janet Clauson and Kristin Silva
janetclauson301@gmail.com, 410.987.2027
ka_silva@verizon.net, 443.254.3133

The Dairy Farm Demonstration Gardens

Welcome to 2024 and a New Year for the Dairy Farm Project!

We have scheduled our next meeting/work parties of the year for Saturday, April 13 and Thursday, April
25 at 9:00.

At our first meeting of the season we were able to clean up the main gardens. Thanks to all 12 MG’s
who made this task possible.

mailto:janetclauson301@gmail.com
mailto:ka_silva@verizon.net
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We also had a meeting and discussed some ways to make
improvements. Discussions involved proper signage for
our Native Plants, redesigning the herb section, and
possibly moving some crowded plants and shaping the
large shrubs.

At our next work party we will focus on some of the other
gardens such as the pavilion and Fire House.

We have great plans to REORGANIZE, RENEW,
REPLANT AND REFRESH our gardens.

We are seeking any Master Gardener who would be interested in designing and implementing some
changes so our gardens can continue to be the best they can be. 

So, ALL HANDS ON DECK, regulars and new folks too. All are welcome.

Keep watching your newsletters and Friday Flashes for updated information.

Our regular work parties are the second Saturday and Fourth Thursday of each month.

 We have tools, but please bring your own favorites, gloves, water, etc. Large clippers or loppers will be
helpful for this. If you have any questions, please contact Malcolm Doying at oldcelt100@aol.com or
410-721-7610  

Hancock's Resolution

Daffodils, flowering quince, and Chickasaw plum trees are in bloom. Fall planted garlic established well
and rows of potatoes, kale and turnips have been planted. Flowering mustard and collard greens
provide an early pollen source for the bees and look lovely.

Hancock’s Resolution Opening Day was Sunday, March 24 which coincided with county-wide Maryland
Day Weekend events. The visitation count was forty-five with Master Gardeners interacting with about
half that number. One young visitor and her grandparents took delight in pulling turnips and learning
about plants in the mint family characterized by their unique scents and square stems.

Friends of Hancock’s Resolution will host a Spring Festival from 11:00-4:00 on Sunday, April 21, and
Plowing with Horse Teams 1:00-4:00 on Sunday, April 28 (rain date May 5.) Both events might be of
interest to Master Gardeners.

Thanks to the effort of Master Gardeners the farmhouse garden beds, kitchen garden and lavender field
are ready for the public to enjoy. Of course, there is always more to accomplish. Volunteers are needed

from 9:30-12:30 on the 1st and 3rd Mondays (April 1 & 15.) Master Gardeners can also volunteer from
1:00-4:00 on Sunday afternoons April through October to interact with the public and provide
horticultural information. If you have an interest in vegetable gardening, lavender plant propagation,
growing herbs and heirlooms, plant identification and historic gardens, please reach out.

The link to register to volunteer is Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners: Volunteer Sign Up
Hancock's Resolution (signupgenius.com)

If you are not available on Monday mornings or Sunday afternoons, let me know and we can find
alternative tasks that will work with your schedule. Email me at willnancy3@verizon.net or call/text 410-
952-9554. 

mailto:oldcelt100@aol.com
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0012M55V5C4k_cQrBbuGB-HdHYMz0XmlVbddqMV3sxMJBSXjwqLvs6jg0b_8QIlI5IeTUjnzW77M0VpJYGZHpZl06MtliF-htp7sP_6eRjT1cPh5L6yAqUJJVs4TBtXDT1cEYnwzMh8AK9qLVNbc67CbkTqujlkl2yq_RRJIfBmjDRRfd89sPvyse682aYHVPnSjLiPO3qxT-mUsGxlCzpkuy0uZU_-zj6A&c=-V7PlgCOtdoXLrwj3g-UoPGfwQiRw_bSFLK0-Yj6VGOcTtvSHNWSog==&ch=hdUY8ggjjHJBVIQx6rDtnRZyBZtXqd6kcuYBBr17gU-JJHwReDpBUg==
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RePollinate Anne Arundel

Kathy Lough and Lauren Toomey had the
privilege of supporting the interagency
FWS/USGS Wild Beelab at the Philadelphia
Flower Show. During the evening when the bee
experts were gone, we were able to call ourselves
the "B team" since the "A team" was away.

RePollinate AACO is well positioned entering
2024. We have an adequate number of supplies
(soil, pots, labels and markers) thanks to both
AACO Master Gardeners and Watershed Steward
Academy. There will also be an abundance of
seedling availability. Yesterday AACO sowed 42 flats of native seed, in addition to the hoophouse full of
flats the Beelab sowed. RePollinate is also going to leverage seedling quarts that are available now
from Bonnaterra.

Priorities and approach for RePollinate 2024 will be comprised of strong demonstrated collaborative
efforts engaging AACO Recreation and Parks (R&P); emphasis on biodiversity and addition of shrubs
with the augment of Bonnaterra plant materials; and having community groups that will be recipients of
plants in the fall, muster a cadre of folks to participate in the transplant of seedlings either at the beelab
on Thursday's and Saturday's, or a possible satellite site within the AACO R&P system to be
announced).

If you would like to be on the distribution list for the beelab, email lauren_toomey@hotmail.com. 

Tawes Garden

Tawes Garden
The Tawes team started up in late March, cleaning up the
Plant Mural and thinking about our priorities for the 2024
season. It's a bit early still to see what the Mural will look like
this year. Last fall, we planted dozens of native perennials
and shrubs, as well as a small witch hazel tree so we are
looking forward to seeing how successful those plantings will
be. Already, the mountain mint seems to be coming in strong,
as well as the penstemon from our 2022 Unity Gardens
plantings. The DNR landscaping contractors gave the Plant
Mural an unexpectedly (and unsolicited) hard prune last fall so we have our fingers crossed that nature
will prevail and that the native plants we have installed over the past three years will survive.

For 2024, we have plans to clear out large swaths of liriope, ivy and non-native grasses and to replant
with native grasses and other native plants, with the landscape design TBD. We also hope to start
focusing on other areas of the 5-acre Tawes Garden, in particular the removal of invasive species.
Suzanne Weber, Tawes Horticulturist, has enlisted several teams of the Maryland Conservation Corps
(similar to Americorps) who have already started clearing invasive phragmites and yellow flag iris from
the Tawes pond. We hope to restore better water flow to the streamside environments of the garden this

mailto:lauren_toomey@hotmail.com
mailto:lauren_toomey@hotmail.com
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year. The status of the Tawes Garden has been a bit murky for years but this year Gov. Wes Moore
officially designated it a state park. Hopefully this will clear the way for more state funding and support.

Butterfly and Bumblebee Habitat Stewards Program 
Suzanne Weber is organizing a series of monthly speakers at Tawes as
part of a new pollinator-focussed program. This is not a UMD Master
Gardener project, but Maxine has agreed that attendance at these monthly
programs can count towards Education hours. Suzanne hopes to kick off
the series in April but is still pulling together last minute details so stay
tuned to the Friday Flash for updates about topics, speakers and how to
register. Sessions will be held at the DNR Building and are open
to everyone. The program looks to be wide-ranging and very interesting,
with some great speakers. More information will be available very soon. If
you would like to get on a mailing list for these events, feel free to email
Cindy Wells at cwells5953@cs.com with your details and I will pass your name along to Suzanne once
she gets her database up and running.

Finally, the Virginia bluebells are starting to bloom in the
Garden and should be in full bloom during the next two
weeks. If you have time, stop by and take a little tour.

Tawes volunteers meet every Wednesday, anytime from 8am-
12noon at the Tawes Garden, DNR Buidling, 570 Taylor Ave.,
Annapolis. Free parking is in the Naval Stadium through Gate
6 or in front of the DNR building. Bring a photo ID to access
the building as well as your own small tools. Larger tools are
provided. We welcome old and new MG's!

Cindy Wells & Kathy Devine, co-chairs

Vegetable Gardening at the Dairy Farm

Greetings all Mg’s.

I am pleased to announce that the Veggie Garden at
the Dairy Farm project is now its own separate
entity. So, if you are specifically interested in growing
food, please join us.

We will begin our season on Thursday, March 28, at
9:00 am.

The gardens beds have been repaired and are
ready to go. We will begin with removing winter
weeds and lifting the soil. We will also plant potatoes and peas and possibly our cold weather crops.

If we have enough MG’s, we need to add 2yds of compost to the raised beds.

If you missed our first meeting, we will meet again on Saturday, April 13, and Saturday, April 27. This is
a change in our regular schedule because Pat has a conflict.

NOTE: We meet the second Saturday and fourth Thursday of each month.

If you would like to added to my mailing list, please let me know.

For continuing information, please read your newsletters and Friday Flashes.

Looking forward to another great year,

Pat Shema, Chair  pshema@aol.com 410-721-7610  

 Mark Your Calendar!

Monthly AAMG Meeting

mailto:cwells5953@cs.com
https://www.google.com/maps/search/570+Taylor+Ave.,+Annapolis?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/570+Taylor+Ave.,+Annapolis?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:pshema@aol.com
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April 9, 2024
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Zoom: https://umd.zoom.us/j/99439900369
Agenda: coming soon!
 
How Native Plant Cultivars Affect Pollinators
April 12, 2024
12:00-1:30 PM
Location: Virtual

Are native cultivars as valuable in pollinator habitat gardens as valuable as straight native species?
Native plants are generally recommended for supporting pollinators, but the growing demand for native
plants, coupled with the horticulture industry’s desire for plants with unique characteristics, has led to
the increased breeding and availability of native cultivars or “nativars”. Annie White was one of the first
researchers in the country to evaluate native cultivars based on their ecological value instead of just
their garden performance. Informed by both years of rigorous field research and real-world landscape
design experience, Annie’s talk will discuss both the benefits and challenges of using native species
and their cultivars in the landscape.

Click here for more information.

Sustainable Solutions: Landscaping for Resilience Around Septic Systems and
Flood-Prone Areas
May 10, 2024
12:00-1:30 PM
Location: Virtual

Join us for an insightful webinar on integrating conservation landscaping practices to promote
environmental sustainability and resilience in areas surrounding septic systems and flood-prone zones.
Discover practical strategies and innovative approaches to design and maintain landscapes that
mitigate risks associated with flooding while supporting the health and functionality of septic systems.
From native plant selection to stormwater management techniques, this webinar equips homeowners,
landscapers, and environmental enthusiasts with the knowledge needed to create beautiful, resilient
landscapes that protect both property and the environment.

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate, please contact Steph Pully at pully@umd.edu
on or before Friday, April 26, 2024.

Click here for more information.

 
2024 Monthly Plant Clinic Update
April 3, May 1, June 5, July 10, August 7, September 4, October 2

If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate in this webinar, please contact Stephanie Pully
at least 2 weeks prior to the webinar at (410) 531-1754 or pully@umd.edu.
This is event is only open to current Active or Intern Master Gardeners. 
Zoom Registration -https://umd.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_v1ktTFCyRKeEFdSFhnIlsQ#/
registration
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