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ÅNative plants are adapted to our environment
ÅProvide native habitat for insects/birds/other wildlife
ÅPreserve genetic diversity
ÅAccess hard-to-find plant species
ÅEducational (full life cycle from seed to seed) 
ÅEasy
Å Fun hobby (therapeutic/potentially addicting)
Å Trading with other gardeners
ÅBudget-friendly way to get new plants
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Why collect native seeds?



Cardinal flower-Lobelia cardinalis

More than 60 plants from collected seeds: $390 value for $0
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1. Observe ethical collection guidelines
2. Accurately identify source plants
3. Learn to recognize when seeds are ready
4. Gather collection materials
5. Collect seeds
6. Dry seeds
7. Clean seeds
8. Store seeds
9. Special handling
10.bŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎΧ  {ƘŀǊƛƴƎΣ {ǿŀǇǇƛƴƎΣ ²ƛƴǘŜǊ ǎƻǿƛƴƎ 

Monarda punctata6

10 Steps to Native Seed Collection



ωKnow what the species is and its status prior to 
collectingτnever collect seeds from rare, 
threatened or endangered plants

ωAlways seek permission (NOT forgiveness)

ωRespect natureτnever harvest more than 30% 
of seeds from a single plant or plant community. 
You don't need a lot!

ωCollect seeds only from healthy plants.

ωDon't collect in the rain or right after rain.

Step 1: Ethical Native Seed Collection

Red-eyed Vireo on Sweetbay Magnolia 
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https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/rte/rteplants.aspx
https://dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/plants_wildlife/rte/rteplants.aspx


Step 2: Identify your source plants

ωTypes of seeds you can collect:

Annuals    Biennials    Perennials            

Vines        Shrubs        Trees            

Grasses     Sedges 

ω Select plants while flowers are in bloom

ω Record location

ω Mark with flags, flagging tape, string, mesh 
bags, etc.
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Monarda fistulosa


