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USPOULTRY Recognizes ...continued 
 

Applicants were rated in several categories, including dry litter management, nutrient management planning, community 
involvement, wildlife enhancement techniques, innovative nutrient management techniques and participation in        
education or outreach programs. In selecting the national winners and finalists, applications were reviewed and farm 
visits conducted by a team of environmental professionals from universities, regulatory agencies and poultry associations. 

 

USPOULTRY recognized six Family Farm Environmental Excellence Award winners and six finalists during the International Poultry Expo, part of the 2020 International Production & 
Processing Expo. Joining in the presentation were Mike Levengood (left), vice president, Chief Animal Care Officer and Farmer Relationship Advocate for Perdue Foods; Greg Hinton 
(middle, back), Rose Acre Farms, and newly elected USPOULTRY chairman; and John Prestage (5th from right), Prestage Farms, and outgoing USPOULTRY chairman. 

 

The winners were chosen from five geographical regions throughout the United States. In addition, a new State Poultry 
Association nomination was added this year. The winners are as follows: 
 

State Poultry Association Nomination winner – M&C Anderson Pullets, Sioux Rapids, Iowa 
Marvin and Colleen “Coke” Anderson, nominated by the Iowa Poultry Association 
 
North Region winner – Michael & Heather Lewis, Mount Joy, Pennsylvania 
Michael and Heather Lewis, nominated by Tyson Foods 
  

Northeast Region winner – Lambertson Family Farms, Pocomoke, Maryland 
Wayne, Jason and Logan Lambertson, nominated by Tyson Foods 
  
South Central Region winner – Mishler Turkey Farm, Seymour, Missouri 
John and Carla Mishler, nominated by Cargill 
  

Southeast Region winner – Blake Farms of North Carolina, LLC, North Wilkesboro, N.C. 
Chad Blake, nominated by Tyson Foods 
  

Southwest Region winner – C3 Farms & Poultry, LLC, Caldwell, Texas 
Jamie & Sherri Chmelar; Boelden & Leann Chmelar, and Natalie Chmelar Zgabay, nominated by Sanderson Farms 
  

There were also six finalists recognized at the award presentation. They are as follows: 
 

State Poultry Association Nomination finalist – Gray Poultry Company, Union City, Tennessee 
Matthew and Colby Gray, nominated by the Tennessee Poultry Association 
  

North Region finalist – Stephen Purlee Farm, Salem, Indiana 
Stephen Purlee, nominated by Tyson Foods 
  

Northeast Region finalist – Twin Maples Farm, LLC, Ridgely, Maryland 
David and Spring Tribbett, nominated by Amick Farms 
  

South Central Region finalist – Dalen Bell Farm, Tuscumbia, Missouri 
Dalen Bell, nominated by Cargill 
  

Southeast Region finalist – Hillcrest Farm, Hanceville, Alabama 
Mike and Karen Hill, nominated by Tyson Foods 
  

Southwest Region finalist – R&T Farm, Mulberry, Arkansas 
Terry and Robin Fisher, nominated by Cargill 
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MD Ag Hall of Fame Honors The Rhodes and Richardson Families…continued 
 

Council on 50 successful years of hosting this event,” Hogan said. “Agriculture continues to be our state’s leading        

industry, and I want everyone to know that your commitment to our communities, our state, and our thriving agriculture 

industry does not go unnoticed.” 
 

The Rhodes and Richardson families are the 51st and 52nd 

inductees in the Governor’s Agriculture Hall of Fame. 

Pat and Temple Rhodes began their family farm operation in 

1959 on rented ground in Easton. In 1961, the Rhodes      

purchased their first farm, Chestnut Vale, in Centreville. Over 

the next several years, Chestnut Vale Farm became home to 

Pat and Temple’s children: Jenny, Betsy, Susan, Carole, and 

Temple, Jr. The family began with a dairy herd and            

transitioned to a cow-calf operation in 1968, raising nearly 

200 head of Angus cattle per year. Throughout his decades of 

farming, Temple Rhode, remains committed to conservation 

and has embraced the use of technology and other best 

management practices to maintain a profitable, environmentally-sound operation, MDA said. 
 

Pat Rhodes has been involved with the local 4-H club since her children were young, and continues to be an ardent    

supporter of University of Maryland Extension programs. 
 

The Rhodes family is a fixture in the Queen Anne’s County agriculture community, from offering up their land and  

equipment to support the county fair and other events at the county’s nearby 4-H Park, to their involvement at Our 

Mother of Sorrows Church in Centreville. 
 

Roger Richardson and his wife Fay have farms in Worcester, Wicomico, and Somerset counties. Richardson Farm dates 

back to 1767. Roger currently operates the farm with his 

daughter, grandson, and great-grandson, while Fay has been 

instrumental in the continued growth and diversification of 

the family farm business. The family grows corn, soy beans 

and wheat. In 1980, the Richardsons diversified their            

operation by starting a private trucking company dedicated to 

the transportation of agricultural products. In addition to    

precision farming techniques, the Richardsons have adopted 

both conservation and no-till practices to manage nutrients 

and meet soil and water conservation goals. 
 

In the late 1970s, Roger was one of 14 men appointed by then 

Gov. Marvin Mandel to create the Maryland Department of 

Agriculture. Thirty-five years later, then-Gov. Martin O’Malley 

appointed Roger to serve as  Maryland Secretary of Agriculture, overseeing the agency he helped create. In addition to 

his involvement with the department, Roger has held several leadership positions with local, state, and national          

organizations, including:  the Agricultural Stewardship Commission, the Maryland Center for Agro-Ecology, and stints as 

president and vice-president of the National Association of Farmer Elected Committees. With decades of knowledge and 

experience, Roger and Fay Richardson continue to support and advocate for farmers on the Lower Eastern Shore,       

Maryland, and beyond. 
 

Sponsored by the MDA, the Governor’s Agriculture Hall of Fame was created in 1991 by then Governor William Donald 

Schaefer to honor agricultural leaders who exemplify high standards of achievement and commitment to the industry 

and their communities. Nominations are accepted at local University of Maryland Extension offices.  
 

“These two families are outstanding examples of Maryland agriculture’s leadership and commitment to implementing 

conservation practices while maintaining successful farm operations,” said MD Agriculture  Secretary Joe Bartenfelder. 

The Rhodes Family 

The Richardson Family 


