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A plant species that was 

indigenous to the Chesapeake 

Bay Watershed at the time of 

European settlement. 

 

 



Why Plant Natives? 

ÅaƻǊŜ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴǘ ϧ ƘŀǊŘȅΣ άǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀƴǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜέ 

ÅLess maintenance, once established 

ÅHabitat restoration 

ÅBeauty with a purpose 

One yard at a time, we can 

restore our fractured native 

landscape---HS½R @KK TO SN TR{ 



GOAL 

ÅTo seek out native plant alternatives for some of 
the popular, at times, invasive non-native plants  

ÅTo see that native plants can achieve the same 
aesthetic goals  

ÅTo consider using native plants when replacing 
damaged/dying plants, planning a new gardening 
bed/landscape design, or problem solving 

Encouraging youtq 



Explanation of Terms 

Å Common names:  Non-Latin names.  Regional differences can be 
confusing. 

Å Latin names:  Genus & species, most accurate term 

Å Straight species: Occurs naturally and is usually superior for habitat 
formation. Greater genetic variation than cultivars. 

Å Cultivars:  Natural hybrids or cultivated hybrids selected for specific 
trait(s). Individuals of the same cultivar are genetically identical or very 
similar to each other. Designated by single apostrophes. 

Å Beware of drastic changes to flower shape/size (in some cultivars) which 
can inhibit the beneficial insects. 

Å Invasive speciesΥ  ά!ƭƛŜƴ species whose introduction does or is likely to 
ŎŀǳǎŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƻǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŀǊƳ ƻǊ ƘŀǊƳ ǘƻ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘέ 
(Presidential Executive Order 13112, 2/3/99).  

 



Bradford Pear, Pyrus calleryana 

Fall 

Invasive, non-native, weak-wood, short-lived 
Goal:  Small, full sun, native tree with white spring blooms, fruit and fall color 

Spring 



Washington Hawthorn, Crataegus 

viridisu w8HMSDQ ,HMF½ 
Spring Fall 

Ht: 25-орΩΦ Spread: Same. Full Sun.  Gorgeous white blooms in spring.  Medium to dry 
moisture. Tolerates clay soil. Drought resistant, once established. Medium growth 
rate. Deciduous. Good fall colors of yellow-green to golden yellow with berries that 
ripen from green to orange to red.  Attractive bark in winter.  Most disease-resistant 
hawthorn.  



8@RGHMFSNM )@VSGNQMu w8HMSDQ ,HMF½ 

Berries in winter Silvery bark 

4 season interest! 
Red berries persist thru winter.  Edible for birds. 

Best native alternative to Bradford Pear! 



Serviceberry, Amelanchier canadensis 

 
Spring Fall 

Ht: 15-олΩΦ {ǇǊŜŀŘΥ {ŀƳŜΦ tŀǊǘ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƘŀŘŜΦ aŜŘƛǳƳ ǘƻ ǿŜǘ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƻƭŜǊŀǘŜǎ 
clay soil. Good for wet areas. Medium growth rate. Early spring, white bloom. 
Produces early summer berries which are tasty for birds and humans. Deciduous. Fall 
color orange to red. Multiple trunks common. Deer resistant. 



Norway Maple, Acer platanoides 
Summer Fall 

Invasive, non-native. Large tree with shallow, weak roots. Dense shade-inhibits all growth 
below it. 

Goal: Large, full sun tree with attractive fall foliage and fast growth rate. Lawn shade tree. 



Red Maple, Acer rubrum  
Summer Fall 

Ht: 40-мллΩ {ǇǊŜŀŘΥ ол-трΩΦ Cǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘ ǎǳƴΦ  aŜŘƛǳƳ ǘƻ ǿŜǘ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƻƭŜǊŀǘŜǎ Ŏƭŀȅ 
soil. Good for wet areas. Fast growth rate. Deciduous. Fall colors range from red to orange. 
Very adaptable. Many attractive cultivars ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ΨhŎǘƻōŜǊ DƭƻǊȅΩ ŀƴŘ ΨwŜŘ {ǳƴǎŜǘΩΦ 
Will develop some surface roots, so choose site carefully. Long-lived. Deer resistant.  



Willow Oak, Querus phellos 
Summer Fall 

Ht: 80-мллΩ {ǇǊŜŀŘΥ {ŀƳŜΦ Cǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘ ǎǳƴΦ aŜŘƛǳƳ ǘƻ ǿŜǘ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ Tolerates 
clay soil. Medium growth rate. Deciduous. Yellow to orange/red fall color. Acorns for 
wildlife. Long-lived. Small leaves rarely need raking. Deer resistant. 



Burning Bush, Euonymus alatus 

Summer Fall 

Non-native, invasive. Large shrub, full sun to part sun, used for fall color. 
 

Goal:  Large native shrub, full sun, with gorgeous fall color. 



Virginia Sweetspire, Itea virginicau w)DMQX½R (@QMDS½ 

Early Summer Fall 

Ht: 3-рΩΦ {ǇǊŜŀŘΥ {ŀƳŜΦ Cǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ǎƘŀŘŜΦ aŜŘƛǳƳ ǘƻ ǿŜǘ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ  ¢ƻƭŜǊŀǘŜǎ Ŏƭŀȅ ǎƻƛƭΦ 
Good for wet areas. Medium growth rate. Pretty white blooms in June. Produces seed capsules 
for wildlife.  Fall foliage ranges from red to purple. Will sucker to form thickets. Dwarf cultivars 
also available- Ψ[ƛǘǘƭŜ IŜƴǊȅΩΥ н-оΩ ht and spread.  



Witch Alder, Fothergilla w.NTMS "HQX½ 

Spring Fall 

Ht: 3-рΩΦ {ǇǊŜŀŘΥ {ŀƳŜΦ Cǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘ ǎǳƴΦ  aŜŘƛǳƳ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ aŜŘƛǳƳ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ǊŀǘŜΦ 
Fragrant (honey scent) and profuse April/May blooms. Attractive fall foliage. Will 
sucker to form colonies. SE native. Deer resistant. 



Barberry, Berberis thunbergii  

Spring/Summer Fall 

Non-native, invasive. Full sun, maroon foliage and good fall color. Spiny, painful thorns! 
 

Goal: Full sun native, maroon foliage, good fall color, NO THORNS! 



Ninebark, Physocarpus opulifoliusu w4TLLDQ 8HMD½ 

Spring/Summer Fall 

Ht: 4-сΩ {ǇǊŜŀŘΥ {ŀƳŜΦ Cǳƭƭ ǎǳƴ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘ ǎǳƴΦ aŜŘƛǳƳ ǘƻ ǿŜǘ ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜΦ ¢ƻƭŜǊŀǘŜǎ Ŏƭŀȅ 
soil. Medium growth rate. Attractive spring blooms. Adaptable, drought-resistant 
shrub, once established.  Will sucker to form thickets. Produces edible seeds for 
ōƛǊŘǎΦ /ŀǎŎŀŘƛƴƎ ƘŀōƛǘΦ Ψ5ƛŀōƭƻΩΣ Ψ{ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ƛƴŜΩ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǇǳǊǇƭŜκƳŀǊƻƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎΦ 
Attractive peeling bark. Fall foliage ranges from orange to red. NO THORNS! 



Problem Solving with Natives 

 

*Screening & privacy with evergreens 

Mixed borders are best! 

 

*Wet areas & rain gardens 

 



For privacy, instead of the over-usedΧ 

Leyland Cypress 
Privet, Ligustrum spp. (invasive) 
& Redtip (Photinia spp.) 

Goal:  Fast growing, full sun, large, evergreen, deer resistant native plants 


