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Corsica River Awareness Day

peake Bay and Corsica River Watershed.

Additionally, Bay-Wise Master Gardeners
The fourth annual Corsica River €ducated over 60 children on the impor-
Awareness Day sponsored by Cor-tance of Native plants in our environment.
sica River Conservancy (CRC) Bright sunny skies added to the wonderful
took place on Saturday, Septem- fall atmosphere of great music, food, and
ber 19, 2009 at Bloomfield Farm fun family activities. Collectively, the

Bliclom Centrevil | e. eventigughkip ovenPe, regple, way to

County Master Gardeners partici- 90 CRC! Next yeards e
pated by having a BayWise Saturday, September 18, 2009, mark your

booth to educate the public on calendars now for a family fun event that
landscaping for a healthier Chesa- benefits the Corsica and Chesapeake Bay.

Master Gardener of the Month: Alice N

Alice joined the Master Wildlife Refuge, participat-
Gardener program in 2007.ing in the Baywise pro
A resident of Chestertown,gram, and a frequent co
Alice has taken on many tributor to The Watering
projects including helping Can. Keep up the goo
to maintain the Butterfly work Alice !
Garden at Eastern Neck
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fall is officially here. Soon the activities for the community. )
leaves will be changing and beThat being said, this is yourg
fore we know it winter will be chance to make vyour voice &
here. It seems like only yester-heard in the planning and direc-g ®
day that | was sitting downto t i on of t he Que
my very first Master Gardener Gardener Program. Major pro-@
meeting. How time flies! grams will be discussed includ-

Since the year is almosting Bay-Wise, Grow it Eat it, ®
through, | think that it would and the Garden Affair. All Mas- @,
be wise to focus our October 21ter Gardeners are encouraged t& &
2009 meeting on the upcomingattend. Please bring your ideas @
year. By having a plan in place on possible training, speakersy g
before the year begins only en-and trips with you! Y
sures that the Master Gardener ®
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We still have over 100 é
Seasonsd Best soe(sai S O n

stock. If you would
like to order any for the

Holidays please let me

know. T T
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WOULD LIKE TO ORDER COPIES
OF OSEASONSO®G BEST: A Coll gct
Tips, Wisdom and Lored, by
ter Gardeners.

ENCLOSED IS $ ($10 x number
of copies)
MADE PAYABLE TO Q.A.C.E.C.

| understand that | may pick up my copies at the Queen

Cov,erartOfneWbOOk Anneds County Extension Offfi
available from QACMG,| " centreville, MD 21617 or at Master Gardener Meetings

celebrating 10 Years of th
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QACMG News

Volunteer Hours Needed

time sheets in today !

Thanks to all who have gotten their

time sheets in since our last newslet-
h a v €hriétihas phdynyeu have to rgaeht

ter. I f you
please take time to do so right now
and record your hours for 2009.
Even if you have completed your 20
hours (active MG) or 40 hours
(Intern), please report any additional

hours. Showing our hours is how we

demonstrate the impact our program
has on the surrounding community.
As of right now, we only have 1,000
hours turned in where as, last year,

- - Please get those

3,248 hours reported. Note for 200
Internsii To be recognized at the

the 40 hour mark by Tuesday, No-
vember 24th. If you need help fill-
ing out timesheets or have questions
regarding codes please contact Pat
Bowell or me, and we can help in
anyway possible. You can mail
timesheets to the office (Maryland
Cooperative Extension, 505 Rail-
road Ave, Suite 4, Centreville, MD
21617) or email them to Pat Bowell

UPDATE YOUR
CONTACT INFO!

Please send any changes
to Rachel Melvin at

rmelvin 1@umd.edu,

505 Railroad Ave, Suite 4,
Centreville, MD 21617
or fax: (410) 758 -3687

at bowell74@verizon.netor Rachel
at rmelvinl @umd.edu .

we had over 5,068 hours turned in
by December. This compares very
well with 2007, which had a total of

Christmas Party

Wednesday, December 9th, The Granary

Restaurant
Cost will be $19.95 per person made payable to QACEAC .
PLEASE RSVP before 4:30pm on November 24th.
Payment must accompany your RSVP by November
24th.
A buffet lunch will be served:
Guests are welcome!

Come celebrate a productive yea
and the joy of the season with
your fellow Master Gardeners.
This year we will hold our annual

event at the Granary Restaurant
in Georgetown, Md., onMednes-

l, WILL ATTEND

TOTAL number of guests, including myself day December 9th at 11:30
i TOTAL enclosed ($19.95 x number of lunch being served at 12 noon.
| guests) Lunch will be buffet style with
options of crab cake, chicken, and
i L] Other health concern with meadcontact Rachel pasta. The cost will be $19.95 pe

person.
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Submitted by: Alice Machow

It seems that over the years, some
alien invasive and some nenatives
had crept into the garden. When | say
"crept”, |1 don't mean spread by wind
or birds (although we have those too),
| mean planted by one or more of the
groups who have contributed plants to
the garden because they were good for
butterflies. When the Refuge Manager
started looking at the garden, he felt
that we should primarily have native
plants, and that we should remove
some of the nomatives and all of the
invasives. After several talks, it was
agreed that the following plants would
be removed: Achillea millefolium, com-
mon yarrow (European, seed spreads by
wind and birds); Brunnera macro-
phylla, Siberian bugloss (Caucasus,
selfsows by seed); Buddleja spe-
cies, butterfly bush (Asia, seeds
spread by wind); Calamintha
nepetoides, beautiful mint
(North America, seed spread
by wind); Caryopteris clandonensis
(Florida and Asia, seeds spread by
wind, roots spread); Clematis terniflora,
sweet autumn clematis(Far East, seeds
spread by birds); Gaura linheimeri (LA,
TX, Mexico, selfsows by seed);
Hemerocallis fulva, common daylily or
tiger lily (Europe, rhizome segments
spread by mowers); Iris pseudocorus,
yellow flag iris (Europe, seed pods and
colonizes by roots); Rosa rugosa
(Japan, rose hips spread by birds).
"What", you are saying, "yarrow, but-
terfly bush, clematis? What are you
talking about? | have planted these for
years and they haven't become invasive
in my garden." Well, maybe not, if you
have been very good about deadhead-
ing (and not composting the seeds),
keeping spreading roots surrounded by
concrete walks. But in the main, small
seeds are spread readily by the wind,
berries are spread far and wide by birds,

and creeping rhizomes go under fences.

If you have seen some plants grow big-
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ger and bigger clumps (yellow flag), or
seen small seedlings growing randomly
in your garden (Butterfly bush), then
you already know that some of these
plants are invasive. What you may not
have seen is that the birds or the wind
are also spreading them outside of your
garden, into the woods or fields around
you. There are many more invasives,
like Nandina, that you can see growing
"wild" in the woods. Or Bradford pears
that are now everywhere since the new
cultivars are no longer sterile.

So what is wrong with plants spreading
like that? The problem is if the plants
are nonnative, they are displacing our
native plants that the native insects
need to eat (think butterfly caterpillars)
or smothering native plants that our
birds need for food, shelter and nesting
areas. We all know about the noxious
weeds that we are required by state law
to remove or Kill: Johnson grass; shat-
tercane; Canada thistle; musk thistle;
plumeless thistle; bull thistle. Add to
that mile-a-minute weed, multiflora
rose, english ivy, kudzu (coming north),
and you know there is already plenty to
pull out of gardens. So, we are trying to
remove what we can, and if you see
some "holes" in the butterfly garden for
a while, please be patient. We will fill
them soon with natives and add more
host plants for the butterfly larva.

Good sources of alternatives to invasive
plants are found in "Plant Invaders of
Mid-atlantic Natural Areas", written by
the National Park Service, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and "Nonnative
Invasive Plants of Southern Forests"
by James H. Miller, US Department of
Agriculture. The MD Invasive Species
Council has more information, and Uni-
versity of MD Extension offices can
also advise you. There are wonderful
native plants that feed our insects and
birds, and look as good as alien exotics.

But



