
Meet our new bay-wise co 

chair! Vida has been a part of 

the MG program since 2004 

and took her Bay-Wise Train-

ing this year. Sheõs quickly 

become a regular Certifica-

tion leader and graciously 

agreed to help Annie Ittu lead 

the committee.  In addition to 
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Planning is in full swing for 

the Second Annual Garden 

Affair open house for Satur-

day, May 16 from 10AM to 

2PM in Centreville on the 

grounds of the Library and 

adjacent Wrightôs Chance.  

With a little over a month to 

the big day, much is still left 

to be done.  Many of the fa-

vorites from last year will be 

back: Face painting, tours 

through the rain garden, and 

gardening with dogs.  Also, 

major emphasis will be on the 

new state wide campaign of 

ñGrow It Eat It,ò our own Sa-

bine Harvey will be present-

ing on the advantages of vege-

table gardening.  With the 

current status of the economy 

this will do a huge service to 

our surrounding community.  

In addition, our new interns 

will have displays on garden-

ing for beginners, beneficial 

bugs, and vermicompost, to 

name a few.   With so much 

going on, it is only normal to 

be excited about the upcom-

ing day! Volunteers are still 

needed in every aspect, from 

introducing speakers, to set up 

and clean up.  Please let me 

know if you are available to 

help in any manner.   

Please submit your nomination for òMG of the 

Monthó to Rachel Melvin.  Include the activities the 

MG has been involved with and a little something 

more about them.  Email Rachel at 

rmelvin1@umd.edu  



 

 

Submitted by Julie Tompkins, 

with additions by Neenah 
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Coordinatorõs Corner 

T H E  W A T E R I N G  C A N  

Rachel Melvin,  

Master Gardener  

Coordinator 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Many people define spring by the 

presence of daffodils, crocus, or by 

the changing of the days.  I how-

ever, define the presence of spring 

by the emergence of skunk cabbage 

(Symplocarpus foetidus).  To me, 

there is nothing better than those 

bright green leaves pushing their 

way up through the soil.  Slowly 

opening, as if it were a present just 

for me to see. Blessing me with its 

presence. I cannot tell you how 

much I wait for this small thing to 

occur.  All winter this is the one 

thing that light-

ens my days, 

knowing that soon spring will be 

here, skunk cabbage will be here 

and then spring peepers will sing 

their song.  After the full bloom, it 

is only a matter of weeks when our 

spring days that we all have been 

longing for turn into the busy days 

of plant sales and plant clinics.  Do 

not forget to take time to enjoy the 

small things in your life that help 

you define spring. 

 

Save the Date: 
 

Master  

Gardener  

Annual  

Picnic  

Wednesday, 

June 17th, 

2009 

Wye Island  

Pavilion 

Friday, April 3 rd, 2009- Garden Cleanup 
at Judy Eastmanõs; meet at Linda Doubõs 
house at 10am.  Bring refreshments for after 
cleanup. 

Wednesday April 15 th, 2009- Hostesses 
needed for MG Monthly Meeting  

Thursday April 16 th, 2009- Graders 
needed for Intern Final 9am-12pm 

Junior Master Gardener  

Wednesday April 22 nd, 2009- JMG class at 
Kennard Elementary, Plant Propagation 
from 3:30pm-5pm 

Wednesday April 29 th, 2009- JMG class at 
Kennard Elementary, Flower Arranging 
from 3:30pm-5pm 

Wednesday May 6th, 2009- JMG class at 
Kennard Elementary, Plant ID from 
3:30pm-5pm 

Wednesday May 13th, 2009- JMG class at 
Kennard Elementary, Ecology/Soils/
Water from 3:30pm-5pm 

Wednesday May 20th, 2009- JMG class at 
Kennard Elementary, Entomology/
Pollinators from 3:30pm-5pm 

Wednesday May 27th, 2009- JMG class at 
Kennard Elementary, Herbs & Harvest 
from 3:30pm-5pm 

Demonstration Garden Cleanup : Held the 
third Thursday of every month, time varies 
depending on weather.  The next cleanup is 
scheduled for Thursday April 16 th, 2009.  
Those signed up already are- Debbie Pusey, 
Judy Conley, Julie Tompkins, and Bonnie 
Dixon.  

A Garden Affair Plant Sale . The plant sale/

green elephant area needs: Healthy  plants, 

labeled with the Latin and common names, 

color, bloom time, growing conditions, the 

more information the better.   We will price 

plant items.  Labels can be masking tape, plas-

tic tabs (I have some to share) or wooden pop-

sicle sticks.  Tabs can be made easily by cut-

ting milk cartons or clear soft drink bottles up 

into short lengths with a pointed bottom, use 

Magic Marker or Sharpie to write on 

them.  Plant trays for display and customersõ 

use.  Anyone who needs small pots can con-

tact Carol or Karen.  Adkins will let us have 

used pots. Green elephant items must be 

priced. Try to price for negotiation.  Suggested 

items: garden/nature books, clean decorative 

or clay pots, clean gently used small tools, etc. 

We will begin accepting items on site the 

morning of the Affair  

If interested, contact the  person speci-

fied or  Rachel at rmelvin1@umd.edu 

or (410) 758-0166 



QACMG News 
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2009 QACMG Meetings  

Will be held at the 
QAC Health Dept. in 
Centreville , generally 

on the 3rd Wednesday 
of each month from 
9:30-11:30am. Jan 16th 

will be our first  

UPDATE YOUR  

CONTACT INFO!  

Please send any changes 

to Rachel Melvin at 

rmelvin1@umd.edu ,  

505 Railroad Ave, Suite 4,  

Centreville, MD 21617  

Phone: (41) 758-0166 

or fax: (410) 758 -3687 

 

 
 

April:  

Thursday April 2, 2009: Intern 

Class at WREC ñPesticides, Fertil-

ity Mgmt, and Plant Pathologyò 

Friday April 3, 2009: Garden 

Clean up for Judy Eastman meet at 

Linda Doubs house at 10 am 

Tuesday April 7, 2009- MG 

ñGrow It Eat Itò Train the Trainer 

from 9-12:30 at WREC 

Thursday April 9, 2009: Intern 

Class Project Presentation from 1 to 

3, ALL are Welcome!!!  

Monday April 13, 2009: ñGrow It 

Eat Itò at Extension office at 2 p.m. 

Wednesday April 15, 2009: MG 

Monthly Meeting from 9:30-11:30 

at QACHD.  Speaker is Judy Wink 

from CBEC, topic is Bay Restora-

tion Project (Hostesses Needed) 

 

 

Wednesday April 15, 2009: Bay-

Wise Meeting 12p.m. at Extension 

Office 

Thursday April 16, 2009: Intern 

Class Final- 9 to 12, Graders 

needed 

Thursday April 16, 2009: A Gar-

den Affair Committee Meeting at 

1:30, Extension Office 

Thursday April 16, 2009: Demon-

stration Garden Work Millstream at 

9:30 

Wednesday April 22, 2009: JMG 

at Kennard Elementary 3:30 to 5 

p.m. ñPlant Propagationò, Volun-

teers Needed 

Saturday April 25, 2009: Christ-

mas in April ï Volunteers Needed 

Tuesday April 28, 2009: A Garden 

Affair Committee Meeting at 9:30 

at Extension office 

Wednesday April 29, 2009: JMG 

at Kennard Elementary 3:30 to 5 

p.m. ñFlower Arrangingò  

Volunteers Needed 

Happy Spring to all!!! 

Itôs so nice to see yellow appearing 

from the ground, and in the shrubs, 

wonôt be long till weôre surrounded in 

color, and complaining about the 
weedsé Not much to report from the 

state meeting this week. Still trying to 

figure out how to fund new signs, at 

the moment we have about 19 in stor-

age, plenty enough for all of you to be 

certified this year! Thatôs right the 

mission is to work on getting all 

MGôs certified. We are well along, so 

please consider scheduling an appoint-

ment soon! We also would like to cer-

tify 5 public gardens this year, so if 

you know of a church, library, or any 
public space that shows the slight 

promise of Bay-Wise practices, pass 

on the info to Rachel or Annie, and we 

will see what can be done. If the in-

terns/MGs from last year and this 

year are not going to take the ad-

vanced training in Talbot next month, 

we would still like to get you in-
volved in the program if you are in-

terested. The only thing you cannot 

do without training, is to be a team 

ñleaderò on a certification. You can 

still come to meetings and be part of 

a team, going on home consultations, 

and certifications. Not only is it fun 

to go visiting in other peoples gar-

dens, there is a lot to be learned at 

each visit. I will be trying to set up a 

couple of site visits in the next few 

weeks, and would like to send out a 
personal invite to those of you who 

are interested, or even curious, in 

what it is we do. Better yet, schedule 

a visit at your own home. 

You probably have better 

practices than you know!  

We had our first certification today! It 

was a beautiful log home on the Wye 
River, which had about every Bay 

Wise practice possible. This was a 

very interesting visit, it was wonderful 

to see such effort to live in harmony 

with the land. I will do my best to get 

anyone who is interested, involved, if, 

for some reason, I miss you, please 

yell, the more people on the team the 

better! 

Also, there will be no formal BW 

meeting after the MG meeting in 

April, but, I will try and have a couple 
of dates set up for consultations, that 

you may be able to sign up for by 

then. 

Submitted by 

Annie Ittu 
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Spring Journal  By Nancy Robson, 2009 

MG Intern  

Feb 18.  Dafs (canôt remember the variety, 

sturdy yellow cups we used to call ójonquilsô 

up and blooming by the back door fringed 

with some chilly, closed-cupped pale lavender 

crocus.  Two days ago, gorgeous bright rela-
tively warm day (40ôs) I stuffed some Magic 

Lilies (Lycoris squamagera) into the ground in 

the cul-de sac garden between kitchen and 

office, and in the driveway garden between the 

quercifolia and hosta. Turning back into win-

ter tonight after a beautiful bright warm day. 

 

Feb. 19. Class today. Soils ï a whole civiliza-

tion beneath our feet teeming with interde-

pendent life. Each on of the subjects in the 

MG book is like the crib notes for a lifetime of 

study. 
 

Feb 20.  FahREEEzing bright morning with a 

NW wind howling. Princess Irene tulips poked 

up beneath their scattered-leaf coverings in the 

spring garden behind the cemetery. Had hoped 

to start seeds in the greenhouse this weekend, 

but temps so low will put off doing it until 

next week. Hard for the heater to keep up with 

frigid windy nights. 

 

Feb 21. Bright, warmer without wind.  The 
crocus at the kitchen door are fully open.  

Birds starting to build nests.  Eagles on Col-

chester Farm now settled in the trees, are busy 

mining the river for fish and the hedgerows 

and woodsô edge for furry prey. A cloud of 

gnats hatched and floating in the sunny spot 

beside the barn. Theresa, the CSA manager 

and I had a long discussion about adding ni-

trogen to my raspberry patch via  a clover 

cover crop ï white? Red? (both perennial) 

Crimson? which is annual. More study 

needed. 
 

Feb 22. This time of year the gardens offer a 

lesson in microclimates. In the protected, 

south-facing cul de sac, hellebores are bloom-

ing and the thubergia tulips are now long 

droopy strips of green lying prostrate on the 

ground. Though the daffodils are in full bloom 

at the south-facing kitchen door, farther out in 

a wind-scraped yard, they just poke through 

the ground, fat while the first sharp tips of 

tulips barely break the surface of the mulch 
look like the open mouths of baby birds. 

Along the east side of the vegetable garden, 

shielded by the fence at their back and exposed 

to the sun most of the day, the tulips are up 

about four inches. 

 

Feb 23. Have a flight of little crested birds in 
the maple tree by where we park cards. Seed-

beaked but apparently picking insects out of the 

tree limbs. Chaenomeles breaking bud on the 

northwest side ï earlier than I would have ex-

pected, especially considering the chilly NW 

winds and temps weôve been subjected to 

lately. 

 

Feb 24. Bright and cold and windy. Reneeôs 

Garden seeds arrived today, lovely packets of 

promise and hope. Walked dogs at noon on 

Colchester Farm and was once again surprised 
by he number of bugs at large ï uberbugs I 

guess ï since itôs 34 degrees out. They will take 

over the earth. 

 

Feb. 25. Spent the evening in the greenhouse 

seeding some mesclun, bordeaeux spinach, 

scented begonias ( I hope, the seed is so minis-

cule itôs almost invisible to the naked eye), Al-

cea nigra, Bergamo Bergamot, which promises 

lavender blooms up the stem like a Dr/ Seuss 

creatureôs ruff. Canôt wait for things to poke 
through. 

 

Feb. 26. Another class and a mind-boggling 

amount of chemistry, never my best subject. 

Itôs like trying to get dry spaghetti against a 

wallô: tough to get it to stick!  I know that Ni-

trogen washes through with water, and now 

know that maybe my raspberries are suffering 

from too much phosphorous, which, when the 

pH is too low, binds Iron. (I think) and wonôt 

let it get to the plants. I also learned I can send 

a leaf to U of PA and ht them to analyze it for 
missing nutrients. 

 

Feb 27.  Two amaryllis from last year are re-

blooming in the kitchen. The first time Iôve 

succeeded in getting them to go again. Minor 

triumph, and beautiful reward. Still managing 

to clip parsley from veg. garden for soups. 

 

Feb 28. Amazing. The seeds of mesclun I 

started on Wednesday are already tiny green-

leafed plants spatter painted across the tops of 
the two flats.  I also bought Cimifuga rae-

cemosa (in explicably changed in name to Ac-

Continued on Page 5 
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taea raecemosa by Those Who Know) 

seeds to start, but have been daunted by 

the impossibly complex instructions: 3  

months in a plastic-bag-covered flat at 70 

degrees, then 3 months in same in the 
frig, then 70 degrees for 3 months and if it 

doesnôt germinate, repeat. (9 months!) the 

packet from Tomson & Morgan warns: 

germination can be slow (no kidding!). 

 

Mar 1. Sunday.  Chilly with a thin wet 

snow blanketing the back yard. Was sur-

prised to discover the greenhouse vent 

cracked open, which means Iôve got the 

heater running too high. Turned it off but 

need to remember to turn it back on again 

at about 5 when the sun stops hitting the 
side of the plastic. 

 

Mar 2. Blizzard conditions. Tried to get 

to the Philly Flower show for a meeting 

and tours, but had to turn around in Mid-

dletown. Sigh. But the babies in the 

greenhouse are almost all up. Even with 

the snow falling, itôs bright inside and 

therefore warm. Tucked behind the ga-

rage itôs protected from the wind, which 

is blowing about 40 now. Of course, no 
heat left in the house! 

 

Mar 3. Everythingôs poked thru. Spinach, 

mesclun, red rudbeckia, two varieties of 

hollyhock (negra and double claret), scent 

begonia, cauliflower and pak choi.  

Spring WILL come again! 

 

Mar 4. Another run at the Philly flower 

show.  In keeping with the Italy theme, 

there was a big garden with a huge Ro-

meo-and-Juliet columnaded balcony on 
which sat a string quintet, and, dressed in 

16th century garb, Juliet and Romeo 

(operatic singers) belting out Puccini or 

some such.  Enthralling. Not enough time 

to buy tons of bulbs, but did pick up the 

annual bouquet of 25 roses for $10. 

 

Mar 5. Class. Wanda MacLachlan was 

terrific, very clear with good memory 

aids, and Rachel-produced, hands-on ex-

amples. It made a huge difference in 
whether or not I really GOT the stuff.  

Followed by Frank Gouin, who was great 

fun to listen to a filled with fascinating 

first-hand anecdotes about his experience 

with all kinds of propagation that he wove 

as examples into the various types of 

propagating. 
 

Mar 6. Promises a much warmer, though 

overcast day. Iôve got all my first flats up 

and running, spinach, which I seeded only 

9 days ago, has two sets of leaves now. 

Seeded some Columbine óChoc. Soliderô 

and Cimicifuga raecemosa óBordeauxô, 

which promises to be a nightmare to ger-

minate.  The instructions sound like they 

require as much attention as a new baby ï 

1-3 months at 70 degrees followed by 1-3 

months of frig at 40 followed by 3 months 
of 70 again, and it they arenôt germinat-

ing, repeat! 

 

Mar. 7. 70-degree reprieve. Pruned back 

buddleias, which are starting to green 

again ( they had begun in early Jan), 

sickly cherry in garden, and then unearth 

a chocked clump of purple iris which I 

spread around the yard. Everything hurts. 

 

Mar 8. Grey but warm. Spent part of the 
day helping Gary drill holes in a block of 

wood for a Mason bee (aka blue bee) 

house.  Masons are apparently native 

whereas, honeybees are not really, though 

they are naturalized. Want to attract them 

to help pollinate my raspberries and add 

to the general pop. of stuff around here. 

Hope to get it up today. 

 

Mar 9. Another warm day, a reprieve in 

short sleeves.  Did a little pruning on the 

cherry at the SW end of veg. garden ï too 
late in season by calendar but it hasnôt yet 

shown signs of budding. The rhubarb is 

sending knotted green fists of leaves up 

supported by lovely red stalks.  Looking 

forward to crisp with orange peel soon.  

Have to find a place to put in another cou-

ple of rhubarb roots. Nice to have a sup-

ply in the freezer for winter and for rhu-

barb/orange/walnut conserve. 

 

Mar 10. Down to Rehoboth to tend my 
mother-in-law whose rose bush is filled 

with budding leaves.  They are at least a 

week ahead of us on upper shore if not 

two. 

 

Mar 11. To Adkins for the bug talk ï 

fabulous slides, and a terrific little video 

clip of Mike Raupp sliding a bumblebee 

off a bloom (buddleia if I remember cor-

rectly, I was much more into the bee than 

the bloom) into his hand to stroke it. Nuts, 

but great fun. Also encouraging to hear 

talk of ólevel of tolerance of bug damageô 
rather than the Agent Orange approach I 

remember from 25-30 years ago. Weôre all 

working toward a sustainable ecology. 

 

Mar 12.  Very clear (perhaps because 

many parts and ideas repeated to get drilled 

into atrophying brain) seminar on diagnos-

ing and prescribing for plant problems by 

Bob Stewart who was also fun. Came 

home discouraged about the economy and 

work, but perked up after seeding flats of a 

variety of tomatoesðCherokee Chocolate, 
Pineapple, Orange Smudge, Chianti, and 

Super bush (for my daughterôs patio) the 

last two courtesy of Renee Shepherd. Canôt 

believe I forgot to order Super San Mar-

zanos, the ones I count on for canning! 

Theyôll be here next week. 

 

Mar 15. Iôm scrambling to seed more 

things in greenhouse, find the room for 

them, mindful of the fact that they will all 

get bigger and if Iôm not careful, too 
crowded in a greenhouse I chose so I 

would not overfill my ópot,ô as usual. Only 

a few ï spinach, mesclun, sweet peas -- 

will be planted from the original flats into 

the garden after being hardened off, so 

must calculate the timing so they will 

harden, go into a garden that is ready for 

them ï fork-aerated, but no longer turned 

over ï and, if need be, blanketed with row 

cover to protect from late frosts and forag-

ing birds, of which there are many. 

 
Mar. 19 Got  home from hospital where 

my husband has just had surgery, and 

seeded flats of San Marzanos ï illness and 

infirmity always send me to the garden and 

renewal. When my father was dying, I was 

saved by weeding and picking the French 

beans. 

 

Mar 23. Doesnôt feel like spring. Hard 

frost last night. Put more rhubarb in beside 

NW fence, weeded west flowerbed in veg. 
garden. Chives coming back and so is the 

celeriac, which I leave for soup seasoning 

and because the rose bush and it seem to be 

happy together. Prepping a bed for spin-

ach, mesclun and direct-seeded chard in 

my bathrobe while watching the fat Lab 

pirouette the field. Itôs cold, but itôs all on 

its way. 

Spring Journal  

Continued 



State Master Gardener News From Robin Hessey 

 

Save the Date: 

 

Educate  

and  

Celebrate! 
 

Master Gardener  

Annual Training 

Day  

Thursday, 

MAY 28th. 2009 

College Park, MD 
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Conference Reports 

Here are some highlights of recent conferences I at-

tended: 

EcoSavvy Gardening Conference, Green Spring Gardens, 

Arlington, Virginia, Feb 28. 

This is an annual conference sponsored by the Fairfax 
County Master Gardeners.  The location, Green Spring 

Gardens, is an excellent place for a walk in the gardens, 

where all the plants are labeled.  It is probably even better 

in the growing season when herbaceous plants are on 

display.  The first speaker, Dr. Charles Reith, spoke about 

permaculture, which is a system of ñpermanent agricul-

ture.ò Permaculture enthusiasts believe that todayôs agri-

culture is unsustainable.  Permaculture promotes ñthe 

conscious design and maintenance of agriculturally pro-

ductive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability, and 

resilience of natural ecosystemsò (Bill Mollison, one of 

the founders of the permaculture movement.)  Dr. Reith 
told a story about mature live oaks that were felled in 

New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina.  This was surpris-

ing as live oaks in the wild are well-adapted to hurri-

canes.  Investigation revealed that the fallen trees were 

surrounded by managed turf, and regular watering caused 

the tree roots to be close to the surface where normally 

they would be far below. 

 

Another speaker at this conference was Barbara Pleasant, 

who recently co-wrote a book, The Complete Compost 

Gardening Guide.  My favorite story from her lecture was 
about the Australian brush turkey, which builds a com-

post pile to incubate its eggs.  The male checks the inter-

nal temperature with its beak, and adds or removes mate-

rials to regulate the heat.  See some great composting 

ideas at www.compostgardening.com (Pleasant credits 

Master Gardeners from around the country with provid-

ing the best ideas). 

 

GardenWise Conference, York, Pennsylvania, March 14. 

This is an annual conference sponsored by the York 

County Master Gardeners.  Itôs a great day with good 

speakers, a variety of vendors, and educational displays.  
My favorite speaker was Stephen Kress of National 

Audubon Society, author of several books including The 

Audubon Society Guide to Attracting Birds.  Three hun-

dred species of native plants in eastern North America 

depend on birds to distribute their seeds.  The dependence 

works both ways ï for example, cedar waxwings depend 

on fruit from native trees and shrubs for nearly 70 percent 

of their diet.  Kress identified the best trees and shrubs for 

attracting birds.  Most of his lecture is in his book. (Iôll be 

helping with a talk on this subject at Adkins Arboretum 

on May 14, so come if you want to hear more about the 
best ñbird foodò plants). 

The other speaker I enjoyed at this conference was An-

nette Meredith, who talked about pollinators in the gar-

den.  My favorite story was about the male squash beetle, 

which crawls into the flower during the night, knowing 

that as the flower begins to open in the morning, the fe-

male will appear. 
 

March into Spring Annual Conference, Hardy Plant Soci-

ety, Media, Pennsylvania, March 21. 

Janet Draper of Ripley Garden recommends the Hardy 

Plant Society as a great place to learn about and acquire 

new and interesting plants.  The conference had good 

speakers, vendors with a wide selection of plants at 

wholesale prices, and Timber Press books discounted for 

sale.  Rick Lewandowski of Mt. Cuba spoke on how to 

create ñDiverse and Sustainable Gardens Inspired by Na-

ture.ò  A few of his tips ï partially block a view to create 

movement in the landscape (e.g., blocking the view of a 
pond causes the viewer to walk further along the path, to 

get the whole view).  A natural landscape has layers and 

gaps.  Patterns of vegetation, repeated, create harmony.  

Use natural materials, such as a downed tree with moss 

encouraged to grow on it, as landscape ornaments. 

 

Thatôs it for now.  Iôd love to hear about conferences that 

others are attending. 

Submitted by  

Carol Jelich 


