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A GawdenAffair

Planning is in full swing for
the Second Annual Garden
Affair open house for Satur-
day, May 16 from 10AM to
2PM in Centreville on the
grounds of the Library and
adjacent Wright 6s
With a little over a month to
the big day, much is still left
to be done. Many of the fa-
vorites from last year will be
back: Face painting, tours
through the rain garden, and
gardening with dogs. Alsi

major emphasis will be on tt 2

(L2

new state wide campaign "

AGrow |t Eat
bine Harvey will be presen
ing on the advantages of ve(

Master Gardener of

Pl ease
Mont ho

submit your
to Rachel Me

MG has been involved with and a little something

more about them. Email Rachel at
rmelvinl@umd.edu

table gardening. With the
current status of the economy
this will do a huge service to
our surrounding community.
In addition, our new interns
will have displays on garden-

C hng rfor &eginners, beneficial
bugs, and vermicompost, to
name a few. With so much
going on, it is only normal to
be excited about the upcom-
ing day! Volunteers are still
needed in every aspect, from
introducing speakers, to set up
and clean up. Please let me
know if you are available to
help iwany rBaaner.
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Many people define spring by thething that light- 4
presence of daffodils, crocus, or byens my days,

the changing of the days.

I how-knowing that soon spring will be

ever, define the presence of sprindnere, skunk cabbage will be here
by the emergence of skunk cabbagand then spring peepers will sing

(Symplocarpus foetidus).To me,

their song. After the full bloom, it

there is nothing better than thosas only a matter of weeks when our
bright green leaves pushing theirspring days that we all have been

way up through the soil.

Slowly longing for turn into the busy days

opening, as if it were a present jusbf plant sales and plant clinics. Do
for me to see. Blessing me with itsnot forget to take time to enjoy the
presence. | cannot tell you howsmall things in your life that help
much | wait for this small thing to you define spring.

occur. All winter this is the one

Volunteer Oppo

e Friday, April 3 d, 2009 Garden Cleanup
at Judy East mands;
house at 10am. Bring refreshments for after
cleanup.

e \Wednesday April 15 %, 2009 Hostesses
needed for MG Monthly Meeting

e Thursday April 16 th, 2009 Graders

needed for Intern Final 9am-12pm

Junior Master Gardener

e Wednesday April 22nd, 2009 JMG class at
Kennard Elementary, Plant Propagation
from 3:30pm-5pm

e Wednesday April 29t, 2009 JMG class at
Kennard Elementary, Flower Arranging
from 3:30pm-5pm

e Wednesday May 6, 2009 JMG class at
Kennard Elementary, Plant ID from
3:30pm-5pm

e Wednesday May 13h, 2009 JMG class at
Kennard Elementary, Ecology/Soils/
Water from 3:30pm-5pm

e Wednesday May 200, 2009 JMG class at
Kennard Elementary, Entomology/
Pollinators from 3:30pm-5pm

e Wednesday May 27, 2009 JMG class at
Kennard Elementary, Herbs & Harvest
from 3:30pm-5pm

THE WATERING CAN

If interested, contact the person speci-
Fitiaifieg
r

Demonstration Garden Cleanup : Held the

m éhgdt Thugsday of gveyyy monthp ime yaies

depending on weather. The next cleanup is
scheduled for Thursday April 16 th, 2009.
Those signed up already are- Debbie Pusey,
Judy Conley, Julie Tompkins, and Bonnie
Dixon.

A Garden Affair Plant Sale . The plant sale/
green elephant area needs:Healthy plants,
labeled with the Latin and common names,
color, bloom time, growing conditions, the
more information the better. We will price
plant items. Labels can be masking tape, plas-
tic tabs (I have some to share) or wooden pop-
sicle sticks. Tabs can be made easily by cut-
ting milk cartons or clear soft drink bottles up
into short lengths with a pointed bottom, use
Magic Marker or Sharpie to write on
them. Pl ant trays for
use. Anyone who needs small pots can con-
tact Carol or Karen. Adkins will let us have
used pots. Green elephant items must be
priced. Try to price for negotiation. Suggested
items: garden/nature books, clean decorative
or clay pots, clean gently used small tools, etc.
We will begin accepting items on site the
morning of the Affair

di spl



VOLUME 11, ISSUE 4 PAGE 3

- -
QACMG NeW S e tom a txenson &

Aol Office M
e Thursday April 2, 2009: Intern * ET;r:d?:)anFrg 1,[3 ig09'r;rg:r2
Cl ass at WREC i d e FG {

ity Mgmt, and PI .FFdP fz‘bé’gy
. ; ) hursday Apnl 6 AGar-
» Friday April 3, 2000: Garden ° den Affair Committee Meeting at
Clean up for Judy Eastman meet at

. 1:30, Extension Office
Linda Doubs house at 10 am ’ . )
e Tuesday April 7, 2009 MG Thursday April 16, 2009: Demon

. ion rden rk Millstream
inGrow |t Eat Ito;t_f(tfoa(lsandet%oe Lllstregla

from 912:30 at WREC e WednesdayApril 22, 2009: MG
* Thursday April 9, 2009: Intern at Kennard Elementary 3:30 to 5  UPDATE YOUR

Class Project Preserllltlatlon from1to p. m. APl ant VoRin-op TiINGOh ¢ |
3,ALL are Welcome!!! Please send any changes
. teers Needed N
e Monday Apri IGro&i8 S%\tgr(?a? Y5 2009: hrISé to Rachel Melvin at

Eat |l t o at Ext ens llnaos ﬂ'l A Ilf) Vo'luﬁteeers ﬁleede P rmdllini@umd.edu,
e Wednesday April 15, 2009 MG TuesdayApril 28, 2009: A Garden | 505 Raiload Ave, Suite 4,

Monthly Meeting from 9:3a.1:30 Affair Committee Meeting at 9:30 Centreville, MD 21617
at QACHD. Speaker is Judy Wink at Extension office Phone: (41) 758-0166
from CBEC, topic is Bay Restora; Wednesday April 29, 2009:IMG or fax: (410) 758 -3687
tion Project Hostesses Needgd '

at Kennard Elementary 3:30 to 5
p. m. AFl ower Arrangingo
Volunteers Needed

Submitted by
Annie Ittu

Happy Spring to all!!! will see what can be done. If the in-a visit at your own home
Itds so nice to stans/MGseffonh tast yearpapce this Yiounpgobably have betts
from the ground, and in the shrubs, year are not going to take the ad-practices than you knowr
wonot be | ong ti | Ivancee tainirg insTalbotrnexunmomthe We hadnour first certification today! It

color, and complaining about the we would still like to get you in- was a beautiful log home on the Wye
weedsé Not mu ¢ h t eolvedanptieerptograinrif you are m-eRiver, which had about every Bay

state meeting this week. Still trying to terested. The only thing you cannotWise practice possible. This was a
figure out how to fund new signs, at do without training, is to be a teamvery interesting visit, it was wonderful

the moment we have about 19 instor-fil eader 6 on a c e totseefsicl effort to lkve in hMaanony ¢ a n
age, plenty enough for all of you to be still come to meetings and be part ofwith the land. | will do my best to get
certified this yeateam, going enthdne comsultgtibnsanydnd weho is interested, involved, if,
mission _is to_work on getting all and certifications. Not only is it fun for some reason, | miss you, please
MGO s ¢ eWaarefwellealdng, so to go visiting in other peoples gar-yell, the more people on the team the
please consider scheduling an appoint-dens, there is a lot to be learned abetter!

ment soon! We also would like to cer- each visit. | will be trying to set up a Also, there will be no formal BW

tify 5 public gardens this year, so if couple of site visits in the next few meeting after the MG meeting in

you know of a church, library, or any weeks, and would like to send out aApril, but, | will try and have a couple

public space that shows the slight personal invite to those of you whoof dates set up for consultations, that
promise of Bayise practices, pass are interested, or even curious, inyou may be able to sign up for by

on the info to Rachel or Annie, and we what it is we do. Better yet, schedulethen.
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Spring Journal 73({‘

Feb 18. Dafs (canot r e mshielted by theé fenee awtleeir baek tand ,exposed
sturdy yell ow cups waetheussnembst bf dhe dag,|lthe tulips arer wpu i |
up and blooming by the back door fringedbout four inches.
with some chilly, closedupped pale lavender
crocus. Two days ago, gorgeous bright releeb 23.Have a flight of little crested birds in
tively warm day ( 40 & )maple tree byuwhére we parlocards. Sdedg i ¢
Lilies (Lycoris squamagera) into the ground ibeaked but apparently picking insects out of the
the culde sac garden between kitchen aricke limbs. Chaenomeles breaking bud on the
office, and in the driveway garden between thmorthwest sidé earlier than | would have ex-
quercifolia and hosta. Turning back into winpected, especially considering the chilly NW
ter tonight after a beautiful bright warm day. wi n d s and t emps we 6V e l
lately.
Feb. 19 Class today. Soils a whole civiliza-
tion beneath our feet teeming with interdd-eb 24.Br i g h't and cold jand
pendent life. Each on of the subjects in the@arden seeds arrived today, lovely packets of
MG book is like the crib notes for a lifetime ofpromise and hope. Walked dogs at noon on
study. Colchester Farm and was once again surprised
by he number of bugs at largeuberbugs |
Feb 20. FahREEEzing bright morning with aguess si nce it és 34 degrees
NW wind howling. Princess Irene tulips pokedver the earth.
up beneath their scatterbghf coverings in the
spring garden behind the cemetery. Had hopEdb. 25 Spent the evening in the greenhouse
to start seeds in the greenhouse this weekeseeding some mesclun, bordeaeux spinach,
but temps so low will put off doing it until scented begonias ( | hope, the seed is so minis-

next week. Hard for the heater to keepupwithul e it 6s al most invisib

frigid windy nights. cea nigra, Bergamo Bergamot, which promises
lavender blooms up the stem like a Dr/ Seuss

Feb 21 Bright, warmer without wind. Thecr eat ur eds ruf f . Canédt \

crocus at the kitchen door are fully openhrough.

Birds starting to build nests. Eagles on Col-

chester Farm now settled in the trees, are bussb. 26 Another class and a midsbggling

mining the river for fish and the hedgerowamount of chemistry, never my best subject.
and woodsd edge forlfasryikgeevyryAngl dood get
gnats hatched and floating in the sunny spata | | 6 : tough to get it ot
beside the barn. Theresa, the CSA managergen washes through with water, and now

and | had a long discussion about adding kinow that maybe my raspberries are suffering
trogen to my raspberry patch via a clovdrom too much phosphorous, which, when the

cover cropi white? Red? (both perennialpH i s t oo | ow, binds | r ¢
Crimson? which is annual. More studyet it get to the plants. | also learned | can send
needed. a leaf to U of PA and ht them to analyze it for

missing nutrients.
Feb 22 This time of year the gardens offer a
lesson in microclimates. In the protectedeb 27. Two amaryllis from last year are re-
southfacing cul de sac, hellebores are bloonrl oomi ng i n the Kkitchen
ing and the thubergia tulips are now longucceeded in getting them to go again. Minor
droopy strips of green lying prostrate on thteiumph, and beautiful reward. Still managing
ground. Though the daffodils are in full bloonto clip parsley from veg. garden for soups.
at the soutHfacing kitchen door, farther out in
a windscraped yard, they just poke througheb 28. Amazing. The seeds of mesclun |
the ground, fat while the first sharp tips oftarted on Wednesday are already tiny green
tulips barely break the surface of the muldeafed plants spatter painted across the tops of
look like the open mouths of baby birdshe two flats. | also bought Cimifuga rae-
Along the east side of the vegetable gardertemosa (in explicably changed in name to Ac-

Continued on Page 5
THE WATERING CAN
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1 fun to listen to a filled with fascinatingoff a bloom (buddleia if | remember cor-
Sprlng Journal first-hand anecdotes about his experiencectly, | was much more into the bee than
Continued with all kinds of propagation that he woveéhe bloom) into his hand to stroke it. Nuts,
as examples into the various types diut great fun. Also encouraging to hear

propagating. talk of 0l evel of t ol

rather than the Agent Orange approach |
ar 6. Promises a much warmer, thoughemember from283 0 year s ago.
Xercast da y . I 6 v eworking towardl d sustaipablé ecalogyt  f | a
and running, spinach, which | seeded only
9 days ago, has two sets of leaves noldar 12. Very clear (perhaps because
. .Seeded some Col umbmanygpart®abdideas.repedtedta gdt drilleh
frig, then 70 degrees for 3 months and if : . . . : » : S
doesndét germinate, 0 de eCa'\ ! cg SS ”mgn t'has atmpill"ﬁé@_pram)Bsermmara)adja)grms-
which ;Promlses to be a nightmare to gemg’and prescribing for plant problems by
packet from Tomson & Morgan warns; . ; . ;
S A Mminate. The instructions sound like theBob Stewart who was also fun. Came
germination can be slow (no kidding!). . : . )
require as much attention as a new babyhome discouraged about the economy and
. , . 1-3 months at 70 degrees followed b 1 work, but perked up after seeding flats of a
Mar 1. Sunday. Chilly with a thin wet . .
snow blanketing the back yard. Was Supjonths of frig at 40 followed by 3 monthwvariety of tomatoes Cherokee Chocolate,

prised to discover the greenhouse ve?wtf 70 again, and iPineapple,eOranga rSmuddge;t Chigndi,ramd n

|
cracked open, Whic'qg’reegtans |l 6ve got I%igeter bush (for my dé

heater running too high. Turned it off bu . . two courtesy of |
C R/Iar. 7. 70-degree reprieve. Pruned backelieve | forgot to order Super San Mar-
need to remember to turn it back on agajn

- uddleias, which are starting to greemanos, the ones | count on for canning!
at about 5 when the sun stops hitting the _. : o
: : again ( they had begun in early JanJ,h ey 61 | be here next
side of the plastic. . .
sickly cherry in garden, and then unearth
Mar 2. Blizzard conditions. Tried to geta chocked clump of purple iris which Mar 15.1 é m scr ambl i ng t

to the Philly Flower show for a rneeting'spread around the yard. Everything hurtghings in greenhouse, find the room for

and tours, but had to turn around in Mid- them, mindful of the fact that they will all
ifay helping Gary drill holes in a block otrowded in a greenhouse | chose so |

dletown. Sigh. But the babies in th
greenhouse are almost all up. Even wi ;
Woloc[i fcngSa l\ﬂ)a§on bene,[(akai br|1u§ Ibeg?o ul rq g ot overfildl my

the snow falling, house Masons Ial% apparentl natl\aeefew'las Inach, mesclun, sweet peas
therefore warm. Tucked behind the ga- : P y P ' : P

rage itos protect echerefe\sr, réorrlneyb?e are notireallx, thougw1 l:1e 8Iﬁnted from the original flats into
is blowing about 40 now. Of course nthey are nattralized! Want'to aftract thethe garden after being hardened off, so
heat left in the house! ' ' "% help pollinate my raspberries and addust calculate the timing so they will

' to the general pop. of stuff around herbarden, go into a garden that is ready for
Mar3.Everythingos p 0I—||<08eato g?tHalJOQay.S pinach ,themu'l' fork-aerated, but no longer 'turned
mesclun, red rudbeckia, two varieties qf . OVerl and, if need be, blanketed with row
hoIthocI'< (negra and do’uble claret) sceMar 9. Another warm day, a reprieve ircover to protect from late frosts and forag-

: . ' -short sleeves. Did a little pruning on thimg birds, of which there are many.
beg_onla, cauliflower . and pak Cho'bherry at the SW end of veg. gardetoo
Spring WILL come againt |l ate in season by Ma [1%Qotd aome liramt hospital wheres n 6
. shown signs of budding. The rhubarb imy husband has just had surgery, and
g/lhegvj' A;Eotklgzrpi:qu; vzxj/litththtﬁepngllil/ Ifgvrﬁgsending knotted green fists of leaves geeded flats of San Marzariodliness and
there.was a big garden with a huge RSypported by lovely red stalks. Lookingnfirmity always send me to the garden and
meoandJuliet columnaded balcony o forward to crisp with orange peel soorrenewal. When my father was dying, | was
which sat a string quintet, and, dressed ave to find a place to put in another cowsaved by weeding and picking the French
16th century garb Juliét ar’1d Rome8le _of rhubarb roots. Nl_ce to have a sufeans.
(operatic singers) Ic;elting out Puccini ly in the freezer for winter and for rhu- .
some such. Enthralling. Not enough tmo]@arb/orange/walnut conserve. Mar 23. ~Doesn ot f ee I . I
to buy tons: of bulbs bL.Jt did pick up th frost last night. Put more rhubarb |n_beS|de
annual bouguet of 25’ roses for $10 far 10. Down to Rehoboth to tend myNW fence, weeded west flowerbed in veg.
' motherin-law whose rose bush is filledgarden. Chives coming back and so is the

Mar 5. Class. Wanda MacLachlan Wa‘é"ith budding leaves. They are at leastaeleriac, which | leave for soup seasoning

" : Wweek ahead of us on upper shore if nahd because the rose bush and it seem to be
terrific, very clear with good memory

i ~7two. happy together. Prepping a bed for spin-
:gs]eznanﬁ]C:(iroguﬁid’ehz?fs;r;ni); i ach, mesclun and direseeded chard in
whgthe.r or not | reall gGOT the Stuffpllar 11. To Adkins for the bug talkk my bathrobe while watching the fat Lab

y 'f9bu|ous slides, and a terrific little vide@p i r ouet t e the field.

Followed by Frank Gouin, who was greaclip of Mike Raupp sliding a bumblebegts way.

taea raecemosa by Those Who Kno
seeds to start, but have been daunted
the impossibly complex instructions:

months in a plastibagcovered flat at 70
degrees, then 3 months in same in t

ar 8. Grey but warm. Spent part of they e t bi gger and i f I 6



State Master Gardenegr.News

SUMMARY - State MG Advanced Training for Spring & Summer 2009

Take 2 look at 21l of the zood ways you can deepen your Knowledze abour some very important topics with in depth, single day or
mlt-day trainings around single topics. Balow is a summary of classes. We hope that you will take advanmage of 25 many of thasze
offerings as you can. All of these classes connt towards your 10-hour conmpuing education requiremsnt.
Any MG or MG intern iz welcome to talee any class offered. TO REGISTEE - SEE PAGE 11.

ERegistration fee &

Course name Laocation Time Presenter X
deadline
Youth Gardening Carrell Co. Extension Thu Mar 5 Jeamme Mueller, Steve $25.00
(Wesmninster) 2:30an - 3:30pm Allgeier, Fon Anderson | Feg. Deadline: 2026
Ak a MG Practicum MCE, Baltmare Co. Mon May 4, 9zm - Ipm | Dave Clement, Ph D, $40.00
Oregon Ridee; Wed May 6, 10am - 12p | Mary Kay Malinoski Fegz. Deadline: 427
Hampton House & Tue May 12, am - lpm | Joe Marsala
other field site TBA Mon May 18, 2am- lpm | Bonnie Pavlak
MG ANNUAL . of MDD Thurs., May 28 Ovar 30 diffarent Regismation opens in
TRATNING DAY College Park 2:00 am—4:15pm. presenters March
Flant [TV Taxonormwy MCE Harford Co. TWed June 3, 17, 24 Wanda MacLachlan 335
(Forest Hill) 0:30 am- 12:30 pm Feg Deadlme: 527
Flant IDy Taxonommy MCE Howard Co Thurs Jane 4, 11, 25 Wanda MacLachlan 335
(Ellicott City) 2:30 am- 12:30 pm Regz Deadlme: 527
Plant IDV Taxonowwy MCE Montzomery Co. | Moz, Tun 8; Wed Juns Steve Dubik 535
(Derwood) 10; Fri Jun 12; Feg Deadlme: §/1
2:30am-12-30pm
Landscape Hort : Charlotte Hall Library Wed. June 10, 17, 24 Bob Stewart 345
Flowenng Shrubs {Charlotte Hall) 10am-1pm Feg. Deadline: 673
Flant [TV Taxonormwy WYE REC Mon Jun 15, 22, 29 Wanda MacLachlan 335
(Qmesnstown) 2:30amn-12-30pm Fegz Deadlme: &3
Entocmelogy- Getting Carrell Co. Extension Tues Fan 23 Mike Faupp, Ph D 330
[ntimate with Your Foe | (Wesoninster) 9:30am-3 -3 0pan Bez. Dieadline: 616
Landscape Hort: Orpa- | WYE BEC Meon. Jul 13, 20, 27 Steve Dubik 345
mental Trees & Vines (Qmesnstown) Dam- 1 pm Feg. Deadline: 7/6
Landscape Hort: 4H Center Wed. Tuly 15, 22, 20 Wanda Maclachlin 345
Shade Traes (College Park) Gpun-Spm Begz. Deadline: 7/8

REGISTRATTON FORM for All Sitate Advanced Training Classes- Spring 2008

Dare: BIG Counry: Fhone: Email:

IName: Address:

Blezse mail in your completed form with checks made payable to the University of AMaryland. Pleasze include your turton and
pavment for any of the couwrse books yon'd like us to order. IT vou don't already have these texts you can purchase themm on your 0w,
or, for your comvenisnce, you can order them fom ws. We will deliver them to you the first day of class. Please fill in and renom your
application to: MG Classes, HGIC, 12005 Homewood F.d. Ellicort City, B4y 210422

Coursze Tite Iftem Cozt Check Amt Enclosed
Touth Gardening Taidon 325 =
(Carrall Co)

Ak an MG Practicum Taiton 340 =
(Balto. Co.) Optional Tewt: Waeds gf the Northeas? by Uva, Meal, & 325 =
Deromnaso
Landscape Homonlnuore | FLOWING SHEUBS—5r Mary's Co. 3435 =
CEMNAMENTAL TREES & VINES—(mesn Anne’s Co 345 jm]
SHADE TREES—Prince George’s Co. 345 =
Entomology—Gerting Toidon 330 jun
Intimate with Your Foe
Plant DN Taooomony Thaition 335 =
(Indicate locatton: dHarf OHow. QOblowmt. 3 WYYE)
Fequired Test 4 Field Guide ro Trees & Shewbs (Peerson 316
Field Guide) by George A, Pemides
Growy It Ear It Tuidon: (Indicare location: DMfont. OHarf. OCamoll 20 =
Tramn the Trainer OWash QFred. QA A QPG QWYE QBakho. City
QGarrert ACalvert Q Si Maryv's 1 Howard
Total Enclosad

If yon prefer to pay by cradit card, please fll in belowr. YVon can then matl or fax (410-331-5587) the form:

Credir card company: QOWisa QRIC SADdscover Wour name (a5 it appears on card);

umber on card- Expiration Date:
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CO nfe rence Re po I'tS submitted by

Carol Jelich

Here are some highlights of recent conferences | at-nette Meredith, who talked about pollinators in the gar-

tended: den. My favorite story was about the male squash beetle,
EcoSavvy Gardening Conference, Green Spring Gardenswhich crawls into the flower during the night, knowing
Arlington, Virginia, Feb 28. that as the flower begins to open in the morning, the fe-

This is an annual conference sponsored by the Fairfaxmale will appear.

County Master Gardeners. The location, Green Spring

Gardens, is an excellent place for a walk in the gardensMarch into Spring Annual Conference, Hardy Plant Soci-
where all the plants are labeled. It is probably even betterety, Media, Pennsylvania, March 21.

in the growing season when herbaceous plants are odanet Draper of Ripley Garden recommends the Hardy
display. The first speaker, Dr. Charles Reith, spoke aboutPlant Society as a great place to learn about and acquire

permacul tur e, whi ch i s a sewsandenteregsiirg plantse rTmeacaonéerence kg gobdc u | -
ture. o Permacul tur e ent hu speakers, svendoes withe s widet shlextton of plrasydis agr i
culture is unsust ai n aflihe e. wholeddle prices, andl Timber Rresspbooksmdiscounted fofi

conscious design and maintenance of agriculturally pro- sale. Rick Lewandowski of Mt. Cuba spoke on how to

ductive ecosystems which have the diversity, stability,anckc r eat e fADi ver se and Sustainabl e

resilience of natural ecosysteins ( Bi | | Mol | t ebom, 0 onA ifgpartiallydlbck & view totcreages

the founders of the permaculture movement.) Dr. Reithmovement in the landscape (e.g., blocking the view of a

told a story about mature live oaks that were felled in pond causes the viewer to walk further along the path, to

New Orleans during Hurricane Katrina. This was surpris- get the whole view). A natural landscape has layers and

ing as live oaks in the wild are weltlapted to hurri- gaps. Patterns of vegetation, repeated, create harmony.

canes. Investigation revealed that the fallen trees werdJse natural materials, such as a downed tree with moss

surrounded by managed turf, and regular watering cause@ncouraged to grow on it, as landscape ornaments.

the tree roots to be close to the surface where normally

they would be far below. Thatés it for now. Il 6d | ove to
others are attending.

Another speaker at this conference was Barbara Pleasant,

who recently cewrote a book,The Complete Compost

Gardening Guide My favorite story from her lecture was

about the Australian brush turkey, which builds a com-

post pile to incubate its eggs. The male checks the inter-

nal temperature with its beak, and adds or removes mate-

rials to regulate the heat. See some great composting

ideas at www.compostgardening.com (Pleasant credits

Master Gardeners from around the country with provid-

ing the best ideas).

GardenWise Conference, York, Pennsylvania, March 14.

This is an annual conference sponsored by the York

County Master Gardener s. lItds a great day with good
speakers, a variety of vendors, and educational displays.

My favorite speaker was Stephen Kress of National

Audubon Society, author of several books includiing

Audubon Society Guide to Attracting Bird$hree hun-

dred species of native plants in eastern North America

depend on birds to distribute their seeds. The dependence

works both ways for example, cedar waxwings depend

on fruit from native trees and shrubs for nearly 70 percent

of their diet. Kress identified the best trees and shrubs for

attracting birds. Most of his | ecture is in his book. (I
helping with a talk on this subject at Adkins Arboretum

on May 14, so come if you want to hear more about the

best fAbird foodod plants).

The other speaker | enjoyed at this conference was An-



