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2012 Mt. Top Fruit and Vegetable Conference
Friday – February 10, 2012 
Garrett College – Room 205
8:15am – 4:15pm

Agenda
8:15am 	Registration
8:45am	Session 1
Room A - MDA State Good Agriculture Practices (GAP) Certification – Local Activities
	Willie Lantz, Extension Educator, Ag and Natural Resources, University of MD Extension, Garrett County
This session will review GAP Certification requirements, explain the new MDA State GAP Certification and discuss local activities to assist farmers with becoming GAP certified.
		
Room B - Producing in Low Tunnels 
Lewis Jett, Commercial Horticulture Specialist, WVU Extension

9:35am  	Session 2
Room A – Farm Marketing in the Digital Age
Cheryl DeBerry, Garrett Co. Economic Development Natural Resources Business Specialist  

Room B – Vegetable Weed Control
Sudeep Mathew, Extension Educator, Ag &Natural Resources, University of MD Extension, Dorchester Cnty

10:25am 	Session 3
Room A – Adding Social Media to your Farm Marketing Plan
	Cheryl DeBerry, Garrett Co. Economic Development Natural Resources Business Specialist

Room B – Cucumber Varieties for High Tunnels
	Lewis Jett, Commercial Horticulture Specialist, WVU Extension

11:15am Session 4
Room A – Post Harvest Handling of Fruits and Vegetables – Focus on Packaging and Weighing Produce
	Willie Lantz, Extension Educator, Ag and Natural Resources, University of MD Extension, Garrett County
This session will discuss post harvest handling of fruits and vegetables, packaging options, and state regulations for labeling.

Room B – Potato Production
Sudeep Mathew, Extension Educator, Ag &Natural Resources, University of MD Extension, Dorchester County

	

Noon 	Lunch/Visit Vendors
	Lunch will be served in the large center room with vendors set up around the edge.

1:00pm	Session 5
Room A - Best Practices in Marketing at Farmers Markets
Cheryl DeBerry, Garrett County Economic Development Natural Resources Business Specialist

Room B - Tomato High Tunnel Variety Trial and an Update on Ripening Disorders
Willie Lantz, Extension Educator, Ag and Natural Resources, University of MD Extension, Garrett County
Discussing a variety trial of four indeterminate high tunnel tomato varieties for yield and yellow shoulder resistance

Jerry Brust, IPM Vegetable Specialist, University of Maryland Extension
	Will look at soil pH, nutrient concentrations, EC and environmental factors that affect tomato fruit ripening
1:50pm	Session 6
Room B – Blackberry Variety Trial
	Lewis Jett, Commercial Horticulture Specialist, WVU Extension

Room B -  New Insects to Watch Out for – SWD and BMSB
	Jerry Brust, IPM Vegetable Specialist, University of Maryland Extension
 	Looking at the new pest Spotted wing drosophila and its management in fruit as well as brown marmorated stink bug management in fruit and vegetables 


2:40pm  	Session 7
Room A – Selling More Local Produce 
Panel of produce outlets including Mt. Fresh Tailgate Market, Country Side Produce Auction, Garrett Growers, etc.

Room B – Soils Changes in Organic Vegetable Production and Garden Symphylans in high tunnels
	Jerry Brust, IPM Vegetable Specialist, University of Maryland Extension
Will examine how soil microbes change over time in an organic system and how green and animal manures influence this change and what it may mean. Also talk about symphylans as soil pests being found more often in high tunnels with high levels of organic matter


The cost for the workshop is $12 and can be paid at the door.  Please register for the workshop by calling the extension office (we need a lunch count) by February 7th 

Directions to Garrett College – From I68 take the Rt. 219 South exit at Keysers Ridge toward McHenry.  In McHenry take a left at the stoplight onto Mosser Rd.  At the Y in the road turn left and take the next right into the Garrett College parking lot.  The Continuing Education Building will be on the left.  

University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, or national origin.

