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Every Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Help Desk, 1:00-4:00 p.m.
June 4, 11, 25, -- Advanced Training, Plant ID/Taxonomy**, Howard County, Registration Deadline: May 27

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 8, 10, 12, -- Baywise Training, Frederick and Washington Counties

June 9, 6:00 p.m. -- Plant Exchange and Potluck, Botany for Gardeners Lesson 11 by Susan Trice,
First viewing at 2:00, please register.

June 10, 17, 24, -- Advanced Training, Landscape Horticulture: Flowering Shrubs**, St. Mary’s Co.,
Registration Deadline: June 3

June 17, 7:00 p.m., -- Photography Committee Meeting

June 23, -- Advanced Training, Entomology-Getting Intimate With Your Foe ** Carroll County,
Registration Deadline: June 16

June 30, -- Committee Chairs Meet (first choice), 7:00 p.m.

July 8, -- Committee Chairs Meet (second choice) 10:30 a.m.;
Photography Committee Meeting, 1:30 p.m.

July 13, 20, 27, -- Advanced Training, Landscape Horticulture: Ornamental Trees & Vines**, Queen Anne’s County,
Registration Deadline: June 9

July 14, 7:00 p.m., -- Monthly Meeting, Botany for Gardeners Lesson IV by Susan Trice
July 15, -- Second quarter volunteer sheets due; Chair reports due

July 15, 22, 29, -- Advanced Training, Landscape Horticulture: Shade Trees**, Prince George’s County,
Registration Deadline: July 8

August 4, 12:30 p.m., -- Advisory Committee Meeting

August 11, 10:00 a.m. -- Monthly Meeting, Photography Committee Presentation
September 8, 7:00 p.m., -- Monthly Meeting, Bartlett Tree Expert, Dan Yates
September 9, 7:00 p.m., -- Photography Committee Meeting

September 18-26, -- The Great Frederick Fair

Maryland Cooperative Extension, Frederick County ¢« 330 Montevue Lane ¢ Frederick, Maryland 21702
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TRICE'S TIDBITS:

The Frederick County Master Gardener program is going
strong. We have had the changing of the guards (chairs),
began new programs, and some that could use some new
energy. All of this is a natural ‘cosmic’ flow. | heard the
keynote speaker for Annual Training Day mention that word
in her speech. Please know that we want you to have fun as
you are volunteering your time but need to always adhere to
the rules and guidelines. Some of these start at the federal
level and are a major part of the Extension program. Some, we established
right here in our county in order to avoid problems down the road, allow us
to report necessary data, toot our horns, and make life easier in the long run.
If we don’t do these things, we run the risk of having our program cut from
the budget.  This has already been done in another county. Let’s keep
our program strong and let folks know about us.

Monthly Meeting:  In order to take advantage of the daylight hours, we
will be doing the plant exchange quickly, then allow you to get your food.
While you are eating, enjoy the lesson. Pretend it’s a dinner theater!

For those who attend all four sessions, | will come up with something in the
way of a reward for you. The first showing, for those who can’t make the
evening program, will be at 2:00. Please email me to let me know ahead of
time. Then, I will set-up the projector and laptop.

Frederick County Master Gardener Handbook:

Please sign for and receive your handbook. Avonell Watson will be on
hand to distribute them. While you are at it, thank her for all of her hard
work in coordinating and implementing this effort.

Committee Chair Meeting:

If you are committee chair, co-chair or just interested in learning more, you
are strongly encouraged to attend one of the two meetings to go over such
things as: guidelines, suggest ways to manage members of your committee,
possible incentives other than beautiful pins and certificates! Lee Royer,
Co-Chair of the Advisory Committee, and | felt it necessary to meet and
wanted to get your input about various things. There are two dates for you
to choose from: June 30 at 7:00 pm or July 8 at 10:30 a.m. You only have
to come to one. If you can’t make it to either one, we will schedule an
individual conference with you at your earliest convenience to let you know
what was discussed. This is for every chair even though you may have
been a chair for many years.

Annual Training Day:

Many thanks go to all of our master gardeners who attended the annual
training day. | counted 25 with 28 registered. Ten of those were interns.
It was an absolutely gorgeous day for it. We met in the Student Union
Building since we outgrew the previous one. It is a much nicer building
anyway, so | am glad. Jon Traunfeld, the State Master Gardener
Coordinator, stated that the Master Gardeners contributed through
volunteer work a total of 76,473 hours which translates into $1.6 million.




TRICE'S TIDBITS continued:

Annual Training Day (continued):

Wow! And, we are one of the most active counties. There were 30 sessions from which to
choose. If you wish to share what you learned at your session, you may do so by emailing that
information to me. In the subject line please put ‘ATD summary’. | will compile them and send
it out by the first week of July. | got to hear about ‘Community Gardens’ in Baltimore run by the
Department of Parks and Recreation. This consists of 8 gardens with 640 plots. There are other
community gardens conducted with the help of Master Gardeners in Baltimore County. To end
my day, | got to see and taste some delectable delights using herbs in cooking! Uuuuuuummmm
good! Don’t forget to go on-line to submit your evaluation for the day.

Grow It Eat It State Training Part 11:

For those of you who are enrolled in the state training class that already met, you are asked to
attend the second half at Ted Lambert’s place on July 16th. Jon was hoping we could have half of
the class take the tour, while the other half looks at specimens or something.  If a few of you want
to volunteer to help with the second part, please let me know.

Advertise-Advertise-Advertise:
More and more, | hear people say, ‘We didn’t know you guys existed.”  As a part of the Frederick
County Extension team, we need to get the word out about Extension as a whole and mention the
Frederick County Master Gardeners as much as possible. We also need to advertise the link
between the University and various parts of the Extension system. Many folks are not aware that
when you mention the word ‘Extension’ it includes: Agriculture and Natural Resources, Home
e Horticulture, Nutrient Management, Family and Consumer Sciences, 4-H and
' Youth Development. Updated brochures are on the left wall as you enter the
building. Also, as of last week, we are now called, ‘University of Maryland
Extension’ or UME. For you history buffs, we used to be Cooperative Extension
Service (CES), then became Maryland Cooperative Extension (MCE) and now University of
Maryland Extension (UME). We are still providing a service and still being cooperative! This is
a way of reinforcing the fact that we are a part of the University. However, it may be important
for you to know that Frederick County funds 100% of my income. So, anytime you can show that
we are doing great things, it will increase our chances of remaining in existence.

Sometime this fall we will be inviting community elected officials to a breakfast to share
information about our programs. Please be thinking of ways we can promote the Home
Horticulture Program.

Schedule Rooms for 2010:

Jenna has the book ready to schedule room usage for next year. Please submit any dates that you
have as soon as possible. If I submit dates on your behalf, I will let you know. Please keep in
mind that | plan to offer ‘MG Training’ in the summer. If you are going to be a part of that
program, please let me know your thoughts on dates and times.
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NOTES FROM MARY;

The next meeting will be held on Tues. June 9th at 6:00p.m. There will be our “Evening in the
Garden Plant Exchange and Pot Luck”. The educational portion of the meeting will be ““Botany
for Gardeners, Lesson 111’ by Susan Trice.

Earlene Duncan has agreed to organize the plant exchange. If you have plants to exchange please
plan to arrive by 5:50P.M. or earlier. There will be a separate area for houseplants, perennials,
annuals and vegetables. You will be able to take one plant home for each plant that you bring.

@ vt ey @

HELP DESK:

The Horticultural Help Desk (in Susan's office) is open Monday through Thursday from 1:00PM
to 4:00PM. The MG's who have signed the Help Desk VVolunteer Sheet are Dawne e
Howard for Monday's, Meryl Benenati for any day, Patty Mullen for any day, E:
Connie Mason for any day, Donna Logee for Monday's, Jane Talarico for Monday's

or Tuesday's after 2:00PM, and Deirdre Lang for any day before school ends.

Meryl, Patty, Connie and Donna are Interns and Susan really wants a certified master gardener to
work with the help desk interns.

To all MG's, intern or certified, please try to squeeze out a few hours from your busy schedules to
assist Susan with the Horticultural Help Desk. It really is a fun and educational experience.

If you have any doubts about Susan needing you on the day that you are available, give heracall in
the morning at 301-600-1596. Thanking all of you in advance,

Billie Homberg
Horticultural Help Desk Committee Chair
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Maryland’s Food Gardening Network

May Notes From The Grow It Eat It Committee

The May "Meet Me in the Garden" series, designed and coordinated by Ed Higginbottom, was a
success despite several of the evening sessions being cancelled due to the rain.  Many contacts
were made and one family even attended all of the sessions.

Thanks to the Demo garden committee a new fence will soon protect part of the demo garden. We
are currently looking for help in the installation phase. About 100 feet of deer fence will enclose
the vegetable beds and adjacent beds. This will make next year's planting much longer lasting (the
deer immediately ate several of the veggies planted during the garden series).

Plans are in full swing for the Grow it Summer Library Series. Talks will cover a wide variety of
vegetable related topics such as Frugal Food Gardening, Raised Beds/Containers, Designing a
Potager, plus many more.

Lois Royer, Chair ‘Grow It Eat It Committee’



BAY-WISE

TRAINING
There's still time to sign up for Bay-Wise Training 2009.

Our training schedule is:

Monday, June 8 @ Washington County Extension, 7303 Sharpsburg Pike, Boonsboro, MD
9:30- 3:00
Wednesday, June 10 @ Frederick County Extension, 330 Montevue Lane, Frederick, MD
9:30- 3:00
Friday, June 12 @ Frederick County Extension- certifications
9:00- 12:00

Fee- $45.00 includes all materials. Bring your own lunch. Snacks and coffee/ tea will be
available. Contact Elyse Phillips mulchmover@comcastnet to sign up.

LIBERTY VILLAGE

On May 30, 2009 Elyse Phillips, Moira Weldon, and Earlene Duncan- certified Master Gardeners-
with the help of Patty Mullen, Stephanie Brenton, and Kara Sheehy- interns- certified the
community of Liberty Village of Union Bridge, MD. We had an exciting day that began at 8:00 am
as we gathered to finalize our game plan for certifying seventeen (17) properties. The weather was
wonderful and the day proceeded without a hitch. The mostly duplex homes are located on mostly
small properties (two (2) single family homes; one (1) located on an acre of land). We were treated
to landscapes that included natives, rain gardens, gardens in transition, rain barrels, cisterns,
vegetable gardens, herb gardens and some invasive plants. Earlene Duncan, who lives in this
community, is working diligently to convince homeowners to remove these plants they like so
much from their landscapes. She has had some success and will continue to be a good steward.

I was introduced to this community about a year ago and have watched it evolve from an interested
group to a determined group in promoting "one garden at a time" for better health for the Bay. |
know this community will continue to move forward in its progress as new homes are built and
landscapes certified.

Thanks so much to the group that helped with this certification; it was a long day but the
community was so receptive- they even served us lunch including chocolate cake- we look
forward to our continued relationship with these wonderful people and their evolving landscapes.

Respectfully,
Elyse Phillips, Bay-Wise Committee Chair



BAY-WISE (continued)

Hello Master Gardeners:

If you weren't at the last regular monthly meeting you missed the announcement that the Bay-Wise
committee will be selling a small list of Native Plants. The committee decided to take on this
project so MG's would have the opportunity to put native plants in their landscape and hopefully
learn about these wonderful plants. The sale will end on July 6- all paid orders must be submitted
by then- with delivery in September. The cost for these plants is wholesale plus shipping. They
will arrive ready to plant. The order blank is included. We hope you will take advantage of this
opportunity.

Elyse Phillips, Bay-Wise Committee Chair

Bay-Wise Plant Order

Name

Address

Phone: E-Mail:

Plant name Container size Price  Quanity  Total due-
Quercus alba(White oak) #2 9"deep x 8" diam $10.00

Itea Virginica (VA sweetspire) #1 7"deep x 6" diam $6.00

Cephalanthus occidentalis (Buttonbush) #1 7" deep x 6" diam $6.00

Chelone glabra (turtlehead) Qt $2.50

Panicum virgatum (switchgrass) Qt $2.50



NEWSPOST ARTICLE
LOVAGE ON THE WEE BIGGER FARM

Lee Royer, Special to News Post

Lovage (Levisticum officinale) is an old-fashioned herb, often used in South European cuisine. It
is a tall long-lived perennial vaguely resembling its cousin celery in appearance and flavor. | love
to watch it grow in my garden and the girls love picking it and smelling the leaves. My stand is
over 15 years old, moved with me from our old Wee Farm five years ago.

I cut as needed and store the unused stalks either in a glass of water on the counter, (which is also
decorative & smells great) or | put it in the frig crisper.

The way | use it is to chop up a stalk and place a handful of it in the cavity of a whole chicken or on
top of chicken pieces then roast as usual. Below is a recipe | pulled off the Internet which
sounded good, but I haven’t tried yet. I’m sure the buttermilk can be replaced with milk or cream
for an easier, lighter calorie version. | have a few recipes calling for buttermilk but I don’t always
want to purchase a full quart and then only use half of it, so | keep a container of dried buttermilk
on hand. It needs to be kept cool and dry. | store mine in the back of the frig, and reconstitute the
exact amount | need.

Lovage, Potato & Buttermilk Soup

2 Y 0z finely chopped onion

10 ozs. coarsely grated raw potato
Fresh young lovage leaves

1 ¥ pint Chicken or vegetable stock
Y pint Buttermilk, more if desired

Put the onion into a heavy-based saucepan. Add the stock and bring to boiling point very slowly so
the onion begins to soften a little. Meanwhile coarsely chop a small handful (5 or so tablespoons)
of lovage. Add the potato and herbs to the pan and pour on 1/2 pint buttermilk. Increase the heat
very slightly and bring the mixture to a bare simmer. Stir vigorously all the while as the potato
starch will thicken the soup, which may stick to the pan base. Half-cover the pan and reduce heat as
low as possible once again. Cook very gently indeed, stirring occasionally, until the potatoes are
perfectly tender. Whizz the contents of the pan to a smooth puree. Season with salt and pepper and
with extra lovage if you like. Whizz again and thin to taste with a little more stock or buttermilk.
Reheat gently or chill thoroughly before serving, then garnish with a swirl of buttermilk and a
small flotilla of chopped fresh lovage.

(Recipe) Source: Philippa Davenport in "Country Living" (British), May 1988.
From: http://www.gourmet.org/recipes/chicken/lovage,-potato-&-buttermilk-soup/



ROBIN HESSEY'S STUFF (ADVANCED TRAINING)
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State MG Advanced Training in Central Maryland: Howard, Carroll, Montgomery, &
Prince George’s Co.
http://mastergardener.umd.edu/AdvancedTraining/index.cfm; 410-531-1754

PLANT ID - TAXONOMY

Are you serious about learning to identify plants? Then you need to work on your skills, practice
and take the state MG Advanced Training Plant ID course. Three mornings, 3 hours each
session. Workbook and lots of samples are supplied. Wanda’s Plant ID class at Annual Training
Day filled up immediately- but this class is much better!!! Gain an essential MG skill with 9 hours
of training for less than $4/hr. Registration Deadline is May 27, so get your registration forms in
right away.

Plant ID/Taxonomy will start up in 4 locations. (Tuition: $35)
Required Text: A Field Guide to Trees & Shrubs (Peterson Field Guide) by George A. Petrides
($16)

This course is a very important basic tool for Master Gardeners in that it teaches all of the basics
needed to identify woody plants in the landscape. Being able to identify plants is the first step in
knowing how to diagnose problems or give growing advice. The course will be made up of
approximately 9 hours of class work with lots of hands-on practice and specially prepared booklet
of course materials.

Wed, Jun 3, 17, 24 - Harford Co.; 9:30am -12:30pm

Thurs, Jun 4, 11, 25 - Howard Co.; 9:00am-12noon

Mon, Wed, Fri, Jun 8, 10, 12- Montgomery Co. ; 9:30am -12:30pm
Mon, Jun 15, 22, 29 - WYE in Queen Anne’s Co. ; 9:30am -12:30pm

ENTOMOLOGY

Getting Intimate with your Foe (Entomology) — Carroll Co.

Tuesday, June 23 9:30am-3:30pm- Carroll Co. Extension in Westminster

Presenter: Mike Raupp, Ph.D., Professor and Extension Specialist, Entomology, University of
Maryland

Reg. Fee: $30; Reg. Deadline: Thurs., June 16, 2009

Spend the entire fascinating day with Dr. Mike Raupp getting intimate with your foe!
Ever get nasty insect pests on your ornamental plants and wonder how to control them in the most

environmentally responsible manner? Join us to learn about common pests, how they affect your
garden and operate in the ecosystem and how to control them.



ROBIN HESSEY'S STUFF (continued)

Dr. Mike Raupp is an excellent presenter. He will fascinate us with information from the world of
bugs, hands-on exercises, practical solutions to our pest problems and entertaining presentations.
He’ll also teach us the importance of creating sustainable landscape systems with minimal
dependence on synthetic pesticides through the conservation and enhancement of biological
diversity, with special emphasis on natural enemy communities (IPM).

LANDSCAPE HORTICULTURE

Landscape Horticulture- Shade Trees- Prince George’s Co.

Classes: Wed. 7/15, 7/22, 7/29, 6pm-9pm; 4H Center in College Park.
Presenter: Wanda MacLachlan, MCE; Tuition: $45.; Registration Deadline: 7/8

This in-depth series of classes will really help you know your shade tress. Learn how to tell the
difference between one maple or oak and another, which shade trees last the longest, grow the
fastest, are the most pest resistant as well as other ID and cultural information for about 40 of our
most common shade trees.

Other Counties

Landscape Horticulture- Flowering Shrubs: St. Mary’s Co.
Classes: Wed. 6/10; 6/17; 6/24; 10am-1pm; Charlotte Hall Library and field trip TBA.
Presenter: Bob Stewart, MCE, Retired; Tuition: $45; Registration Deadline: 6/3

This class will cover approximately 45 flowering shrubs. We will go over identifying
characteristics, distinguish between confusing look-alikes, and discuss cultural requirements and
use in the landscape. You will also receive a wonderful 24 page booklet called Common
Landscape Plants of Maryland that you can use as a quick reference for landscaping purposes. And
you can be sure if Bob Stewart is teaching this class will be packed with learning and fun.

Landscape Horticulture- Ornamental Trees and Vines — Queen Anne’s Co.

Classes- Mon. 7/13, 7/20, 7/27, 9am-1pm; WYE and field trip TBA.

Presenter: Steve Dubik, Mont. Co. MG Coordinator and instructor, Montgomery College; Tuition:
$45.; Registration Deadline: 6/9

Learn the identifying characteristics and cultural requirements of such plants as serviceberry,
hornbeam, yellowwood, hawthorn, larch, magnolias, cherries, clematis, wisteria, and so many
more (about 40 trees and 11 vines).






