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Before calling in a professional or doing it yourself, create a design template to work with: 
 

1. Enlarge your house location plat to a scale of 1” = 10’.  Include the north point. 
2. Locate your house doors, windows, and downspouts.  Note windowsill heights. 
3. Locate porch, walks, driveway and large trees. 
4. Locate existing fence. 
5. If there is a slope or hill, note the top and base of it. 

 
Put these measurements on your plan.  Buy some bum wad or onionskin, both are less expensive than drafting 
paper.  Lay the bum wad over your plat and try out some ideas.  Draw in a terrace, patio, deck, walkways, 
vegetable garden, swing set, shade trees, and other plantings.  Once you have coordinated ideas with 
housemates, including a discussion of your budget, then you might consider calling in the experts. 
 

 
 
 
For more information about horticulture or the Master Gardener Program in Frederick County, call the 
Frederick County Office of the University of Maryland Extension, (301) 600-1596, or visit 
http://www.frederick.umd.edu/.  Our mission is to educate Maryland residents about safe, effective and 
sustainable horticultural practices that build healthy gardens, landscapes and communities. 


