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authors have scoured hill and dale to introduce flavorful, colorful and traditional varieties 
to our modern lives - allowing me a garden I could have comfortably discussed with my 
great-grandmother over that black cup of coffee I was talking about earlier. 
 
A couple words of advice however.  If you are buying seeds this winter, don’t assume 
that last year’s bright-eyed babies are last year’s news.  As long as you’ve kept them cool 
and dry over the season, you may be able to invest precious recession dollars into some 
other must-have variety. My mother just grew a tomato from a packet she bought when I 
was two – and it’s been more than a few years since I needed potty-training. 
 
Whatever delicious catalogs you choose to peruse this winter, do yourself a favor and 
don’t procrastinate.  Putting your order in early means that you have them on hand when 
you are ready – and that’s not always when you think it might be. 
 
It never is at my house. 
 
For more information about the Frederick County Master Gardener/Horticulture 
Program, visit www.frederick.umd.edu/mg or call Susan Trice at the University of 
Maryland Extension Frederick County office, (301) 600-1596.  University of Maryland 
Extension programs are open to all citizens without regard to race, color, gender, 
disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, or national origin. 
 


