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You won't be checking hardiness zone maps or bringing in pots and bulbs to sit out the harsh winter because 
native plants evolved to live right here. Look for plants native to your back yard and they'll flourish in the 
natural soil, temperature range and water available. They'll repay you with less garden work and more garden 
enjoyment. 
 
Your spouse or neighbors may ask why you've left some of your garden standing through the winter. It can take 
some getting used to, if you normally clear everything out of your garden in the fall. Take small steps at first. 
And while you're saving time by not cleaning out your garden, fall is the time to clean, sharpen and oil your 
tools. They'll be ready to make our spring work easier. 
 
For more information about the Frederick County Master Gardener/Horticulture Program, visit 
www.frederick.umd.edu/mg or call Susan Trice at the University of Maryland Extension Frederick County 
office, (301) 600-1596.  University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without regard to 
race, color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, or national origin. 
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Purple Coneflower, Echinacea purpurea   Tool shed 


