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Let’s consider some abuses by modern technology or mankind.  Often times, roots become damaged from 
digging to establish a flower bed beneath the tree or cutting away parts of the root system for other things as 
part of a construction project.  I had one client who told me that half of her tree had no leaves while the other 
was fine.  It was like you had drawn a line down the center of the tree, one side full of leaves, the other bare.   
How strange, I thought.  It turned out that the large maple had definite root restriction.   On one side was a 
driveway within the drip line of the tree, the front had a sidewalk and the other side had several small trees.   
The tree was merely adapting to its environment. 
 
Another malady suffered by trees is what is jokingly referred to as ‘bump disease’.  This occurs when the lawn 
mower bumps against the tree damaging the bark.   You see the cambium layer, which contains the new cells, is 
located just beneath the bark.  Also, openings in the bark allow for insect and disease infestations.   Other 
manmade items that can do a great deal of damage are:  ropes (swings, clothes lines), metal cords (lights in 
trees, holding branch up to make room for vehicles), nails and many other items. 
 
Now that you have done all that you can do, and still feel you need help, know that you can still get it.   Here 
are some recommended choices:  1). Refer to the University of Maryland Home and Garden Information Center 
website (www.hgic.umd.edu).  Click on ‘plant diagnostic’, check the on-line publications, under ‘ask a 
question’ search your topic, and/or many other options.  2). Ask a Master Gardener at one of their plant clinics, 
3). Use the ‘Help Desk’ on Mondays from 1-4 at our office [Temporary address starting July 18th- 5370 Public 
Safety Place, Frederick, MD 21704] or drop items off anytime, 4) Email pictures/questions to me 
(strice@umd.edu) or use the HGIC website, or 5) send samples to HGIC as instructed on the website.   It may 
be tempting for you to take your sick samples to a local garden center but keep in mind you could infect or 
infest their livelihood of plants. 
 
I don’t know about you but after reading all of this, I’m ready to go back to relaxing in my favorite lawn chair. 
 
For more information about the Frederick County Master Gardener/Horticulture Program, visit 
www.frederick.umd.edu/mg or call Susan Trice at the University of Maryland Extension Frederick County 
office, (301) 600-1596.  University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without regard to 
race, color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, or national origin. 
 
  



 

 
 

 


