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Once you have assembled your materials and visualized your basic design, start building a base 
of greenery, experimenting with draping it in various combinations over the log.  When you like 
the look, trim the springs and wire them together.  Attach them with a second piece of wire 
around the log in a place where it will be masked by the greenery.  Add flowers and other 
decorations, wiring or simply setting them in place.  Continue until you feel that your candle log 
is finished.  Celebrate your creation! 
 
The possible variations are infinite.  Consider the following:  
• Use driftwood, though it tends to be very hard to drill, so you will have to start with small 

holes and then enlarge them gradually. 
• Finish your creation with a hand-made bow (see 

http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/plants/other/seasonal/hgic1753.html). 
• Add a figurine like a wood elf or Santa Claus. 
• For the winter holidays, spray your finished log with snow.   
 
Ruth H. Axelrod is a Maryland Master Gardener, living in Frederick, who delights in making 
holiday decorations for her home, family and friends. 
 
For more information about the Frederick County Master Gardener/Horticulture Program, visit 
www.frederick.umd.edu/mg or call Susan Trice at the University of Maryland Extension 
Frederick County office, (301) 600-1596.   
Find us on Facebook at  http://www.facebook.com/mastergardenersfrederickcountymaryland    
University of Maryland Extension programs are open to all citizens without regard to race, 
color, gender, disability, religion, age, sexual orientation, marital or parental status, or national 
origin. 
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