
M
a
r
a
 
F
w
m
a
T
o
 
I
p
n
v
W
t
c
t
u
 
I
t
a
r
 
T
n
c
 
I
t
a
 
I
w
o
b

My home is 
at 3 AM with
rambler and 
attic requires

From the dis
wasp’s nests
my 12 ft one
approached e
There appear
on the north 

I immediatel
proceeded to
needed to all
vanes of the 
We could no
the earlier ba
clothing to k
themselves to
up for the ev

It occurred to
to the entire 
attic through
released. 

The day after
north side of
cloth 

I continued t
two evenings
absolutely no

In a few days
when we retu
our return, w
bats there wi

University of Maryla

M

normally ve
h a rustling i
is the farthe

s some acrob

tant end of t
. Bad guess!

e.  I had hope
eye level wit
red to be no 
side of his s

ly purchased
o close the ve
low the bats 
metal vent.  

ot believe our
ats were retu
keep the bats 
o 1/4 inch to

vening but I k

o me that, sin
attic through

h the garage o

r the great ex
f the attic had

through the s
s and severa
o activity, so

s we left to v
urned home,

we had visited
ith a new-fou

and Extension programs

Dr
M.T. Alexan

ery quiet, esp
in the attic d
st distance f

batics that ar

the attic, I co
! I only had o
ed that in my
th the vent, I
more than 5

shed. 

d enough met
ent from the 
to escape.   
About 5 mi
r eyes.   We 

urning from t
from having

o slip throug
knew that m

nce the bats 
h the breathi
open for the 

xodus, I left 
d been readi

same ritual o
al more bats c
o I closed the

visit great-gr
, there was n
d the zoo in 
und apprecia

s are open to all citizens

riving m
nder, Frede

pecially at ni
directly over 
from the pull
re beyond my

ould see som
one option le
y retirement 
I could see s
5 or 6 – no pr

tal hardware
outside.  M
Just before d
nutes after th
stopped cou

the south.  I 
g direct cont
h an opening

my work was 

could squee
ing vents in t
next 4 days

the gable ve
ly available 

of opening th
chose to leav
e vent for go

rand children
no indication
Omaha with

ation for the 

 without regard to race,

me Bat-t
erick Count

 
ight, so it wa
my bed.  My
l-down ladde
y abilities th

mething in th
eft and that w
I would nev

several very 
roblem!   Af

e cloth (1/2 i
y cover was
dusk my wif
he fireflies b
unting at aro
protected m
tact with my
g,” and one r
just beginni

eze through s
the roof over
 and did find

ent open hop
but was not 

he entrance a
ve each nigh
ood. 

n in Nebrask
n of our orde
h two of our 
life of a bat

 
 
 

, color, gender, disability

ty”!  
ty Master G

as unusual to
y bedroom i
er in my gar
hese days. 

e metal gabl
was to borro

ver need to g
quiet bats w
fter all, my n

inch squares
 constructed
fe and I coul
began showi
ound 50 and h

myself with sa
y bare skin.  I
returning ba
ing.  

such small o
rhangs.  I de
d two that ha

ping that oth
used.  I clos

at 7:30 PM a
ht.  On the fo

ka and Illino
eal with the c

great-grand
.  

y, religion, age, sexual o

Gardener 

o be awaken
s on the sout
age. To reac

le vent that, 
ow a ladder t
go higher tha
watching me w
neighbor has

) to cover th
d so that I co
ld hear a lot 
ng up, we ha
had to close 
afety glasses
I had read th

at proved this

openings, the
ecided to lea
ad escaped.  

hers may leav
sed that vent

and closing a
ourth evenin

ois.  We were
colony of bat
dchildren and

rientation, marital or pa

ed several m
th side of ou

ch that sectio

to me , look
that was talle
an that.  As I
with curiosit

s an empty b

he opening an
uld open a c
of movemen
ad the great 
up the open

s, a hat, and 
hat bats “can
s to be true. 

ey might gai
ave the acces

They were e

ve.  The ven
t also with h

at 9:30 PM t
g there was 

e happy to fi
ts.  Just days

d watched th

arental status, or nation

mornings 
ur 
on of my 

ked like 
er than 
 
ty.   
at house 

nd 
corner as 
nt on the 
exodus.  

ning as 
enough 

n flatten 
 I closed 

n access 
ss to the 
easily 

nt on the 
hardware 

the next 

ind that 
s before 

he fruit 

al origin. 



 
Note: Maryland has a website at the Department of Natural Resources that will provide you with 
all of the information that you need to handle bat problems in a humane and practical way. They 
also provide a list of commercial licensed experts to assist you. 
 
The Home and Garden Information Center web site sponsored by the University of Maryland has 
a fine fact sheet on bats that may be accessed at 
http://plantdiagnostics.umd.edu/level3.cfm?causeID=81  
 
For more information about horticulture or the Master Gardener Program in Frederick County, 
call the Frederick County Office, University of Maryland Extension, (301) 600-1596, or visit 
http://www.frederick.umd.edu/.  Our mission is to educate Maryland residents about safe, 
effective and sustainable horticultural practices that build healthy gardens, landscapes and 
communities. Equal Opportunity Employer/Equal Access Programs.   
 
 


