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Volunteers, MCE’s Greatest Commodity

By Teresa Sivels


On September 2, 2007 Rosalyn Burns received the Friend of 4-H Award at the Maryland 4-H Volunteer Recognition Luncheon at the Maryland State Fair. The event was hosted by the Maryland 4-H Foundation. Rosalyn Burns is one of the most kind and caring individuals that I’ve ever met. She is one of our dedicated volunteers for our Adventure in Science Program in Baltimore City 4-H. This program is a hands-on science enrichment program that meets on Saturday mornings and Rosalyn is usually there before the Educator arrives, seeing how she can assist with set-up, registration of participants, or just greeting the participants and parents to make them feel welcome and comfortable.

Rosalyn first became involved with 4-H when she registered her son in Adventure in Science Program. Although her son is no longer a member of AIS, she has continued to volunteer for the program as an instructor that teaches a weekly science class. 


Rosalyn, a home schooling parent, is a very patient person, who very often takes on the 4-Her with behavior problems and is able to work with them and bring out the best in them. She is able to get them calmed down and back to the task at hand. Rosalyn is a great resource person and devotes much of her time to informing 4-Hers and their parents about educational opportunities available in 4-H and the community. I regularly receive emails from Rosalyn informing us about some art exhibit, lecture, free admission, scholarship, or class that youth can participate in and that information is passed on to our 4-Hers. She is an excellent teacher and has a way of making things crystal clear to the youth. She brings her materials from home to use in her classes and has contributed books to the youth as well as books that she has contributed to 4-H to assist the Educator with the lessons. She goes on line and finds support material, puzzles and word finds to support the lesson. She once did a wonderful project to teach the 4-Hers about various climates in the world (desert, rainforest, etc.), and she brought all the supplies for them to construct their region including animals, plants, water, etc. This project brought to life what the students had read in their textbooks and they were so excited about their finished project and what they had learned. She accompanies us on field trips and is willing to stay and wait with youth when parents are tardy. Rosalyn is a great role model for youth, parents and educators. Her kind and caring spirit allows her to invest in the lives of youth in a meaningful way. Rosalyn’s unselfish contributions to the Baltimore City 4-H Adventure in Science Program are worthy of recognition.
