Deborah Simon – Maryland 4-H Dorothy Emerson Volunteer Award Winner
“The ability to turn a vision into a reality by setting goals, organizing people, having good communication skills and inspiring others”. That’s the definition of leadership developed by Deborah Simon and other members of the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension-Baltimore City 4-H Teen Corps Leadership Program. This program is a citywide collaborative between 4-H youth and adult leaders, agencies, and community stakeholders who partner to strengthen communities, and increase leadership opportunities for youth 12-18. 
 As a 4-H volunteer, Ms. Simon facilitates leadership development and entrepreneurship training to the members of Baltimore City 4-H Teen Corps Leadership Program. She and Teen Corps members implemented entrepreneurial ventures in communities, and co-led the Baltimore City 4-H Youth Expo; which showcases the talents of youth from Home Schools, Baltimore City Public Schools and After School programs. Over one thousand Baltimore City residents were reached through this citywide initiative.
She and a youth leader from Teen Corps presented the topic of entrepreneurship at the Statewide Maryland Cooperative Extension Animal Science In-Service, reaching 80 Extension educators and volunteers from several Maryland counties. As a result of this presentation, the educators have requested that the Teen Corps team members follow-up to conduct workshops and training in their counties. 

Deborah Simon recently received the Maryland 4-H Dorothy Emerson Volunteer Award for demonstrating exceptional leadership, encouraging public speaking opportunities for youth, and for outstanding engagement in civic and social initiatives that improve the quality of life of the citizens of Maryland at the local and state levels.  She was honored during a ceremony held at the 2007 State Fair in Timonium. Ms. Simon came to the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension as a volunteer with a wealth of skills but she has enhanced her skills as a facilitator, and a mentor through youth and adult partnership activities and community building initiatives. She is helping to create positive community change, one community at a time. 
