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Winter 2008
Ready for some wisdom; do you want to save money on your energy bill, year round? Keep the family outdoors! 

   The tractor barreled up the farm lane to the little country house for the noon hour, as the swathed alfalfa continued to cure in the hot July sun.  The farmer’s wife and little ones gather as the farmer settles down for lunch and the 12:30 soap opera.  Already near 100 degrees outside, the 85 degree temperature in the house felt rather refreshing to the farmer, but the wife and kids, well they had a different perspective.  “We need air conditioning” they clamored.  “Well I have a better idea, pick the beans and hoe the pumpkins this afternoon while I’m baling and later tonight we will discuss air conditioning” declared the farmer.  At dinner that evening the topic of air conditioning never surfaced, and everyone seemed quite content.

   The truck rattled into the familiar noon parking spot as the farmer’s wife hastily made way to the thermostat to turn the heat down before the farmer entered.  Momentarily escaping the January chill, the farmer stepped into the 72 degree farm house. “It feels like a like a blast furnace in here!” he exclaims as he eyes the thermostat on the wall.  The farmer’s wife and children are encouraged to go sled riding and build snowmen that afternoon; which they did.  Later that evening, with the thermostat only on 66 degrees and with mugs of hot chocolate in hand, the entire family had a healthy, rosy glow.  

   A much wiser king stated ….until I might see what it was good for the sons of men that they should do under heaven all the days of their lives. I made myself great works. I built myself houses. I planted myself vineyards. I made myself gardens and parks, and I planted trees in them of all kinds of fruit. I made myself pools of water, to water from it the forest where trees were reared. I also had great possessions of herds and flocks….. So I was great, and increased more than all who were before me… for my heart rejoiced because of all my labor.       

   Solomon surely knew that such outdoor family travails could also yield great household energy savings.  Go split some firewood!
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Calendar of Events
Mark Your Calendars --- Plan To Participate

· January 9 - So. MD Forage Conference - Waldorf 

· January 14 - Pesticide Certification Training - DFRC

· January 25 - Central Maryland Vegetable Meeting - Upperco

· January 28 - Pesticide Certification Exam – DFRC

· January 29-31 – Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Veg Convention 
· February 6 - So. MD Veg & Fruit Mtg - Davidsonville Ruritan
· February 16 - Grape Pruning Clinic - Upper Marlboro REC 
· February 26 – Bay Area Fruit School- Wye REC

· March 5 – Ag Marketing Seminar 
· March 10 - Pasture & Field Crop Workshop NM/PAT- DFRC

· March 20 - Field Crops PAT Recert. On-Line/Glen Burnie

· March 27 - Field Crops NM Voucher On-Line/Glen Burnie
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Inside This Issue

· Winter Meetings

· 2007 Maryland Corn Performance Tests
· Chateau A New Herbicide for Strawberries

· High Tunnel Ginger  

· Maryland GIS/GPS Vineyard Site Suitability
· Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest

· Mastering Marketing
· Grain Marketing Highlights

· 2008 Field Crop Budgets
· Sample Average Costs for Maryland

· MDA Marketing improvement Grants
· Nursery/Greenhouse Nutrient Management 
· Pesticide Notes
· Maryland Meat Promotion
· Nutrient Management Update

· New Website Features
· 2008 Extension Program Assessment
Winter Meetings
Mark your calendars now and plan to be a part of the winter Extension meetings.
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Southern Maryland
Vegetable and Fruit
Meeting

Wednesday, February 6, 2008
Davidsonville Ruritan Hall
Route 424

Southern Maryland
Vegetable and Fruit Meeting




Maryland/Delaware
Forage Council Holds
Pasture & Hay Conference Series

Delmarva Hay & Pasture Conference

January 8, 2008 
Southern Maryland Hay & Pasture Conference

January 9, 2008
   At both conference locations topics will be presented covering all aspects of hay and pasture production. The programs will address key issues and concerns facing hay and pasture producers. 

   The conferences also feature displays and exhibits by numerous agribusinesses.  Attendees will be able to obtain information on seed, fertilizer, equipment, fencing, etc. needed for hay and pasture production and management.       

     More detailed program information on the Southern Maryland conference is available on the Web at: http://www.mdforages.umd.edu  or through local county Extension and NRCS/Soil Conservation District offices in Maryland.  Registration at the door will be $20 per person.  
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Become a Certified Private Applicator 
   If you have allowed your pesticide certification to expire or are a new applicant, then you are invited to attend the Private Pesticide Applicator Certification Training and Examination.  A Private Applicator Certification Training will be conducted at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center (DFRC) from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on January 14, 2008.  A Private Pesticide Applicator Exam will be given at the Davidsonville Family and Recreation Center (DFRC) from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on January 28, 2008.  
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Beekeeping 101 Course 
January 19, 2008
Mike Embrey, Entomology

University of Maryland

   Mike Embrey will be starting another beekeeping class at the University of Maryland’s, Wye Research and Education Center on Saturday, January 19, 2008 from 9 a.m. until noon.  The class will meet once a month through April and have another follow up class next September to prepare everyone for the winter. 

   There will be a textbook included and the registration cost will be $100. Please call Ms. Debby Dant @410-827-8056 to register. 
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Central Maryland
Vegetable Growers Meeting

January 25, 2008

   This well sponsored, large grower meeting always offers a great deal of vegetable industry information. The Central Maryland Vegetable Growers Meeting will be held on January 25, 2008 from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Friendly Farm Inn, located on Foreston Rd. in Upperco, MD.  Pesticide recertification credits are awarded for attending this meeting.  For full meeting details, and to register call the Baltimore County Extension Office at 410-666-1024 today.
2008 Mid-Atlantic Fruit & Vegetable Convention in Hershey, PA 

January 29 – 31, 2008
Make your plans to gather at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center for the 2008 Mid-Atlantic Fruit and Convention.  The event is jointly sponsored by the State Horticultural Association of Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Vegetable Growers Association, the Maryland State Horticultural Society and the New Jersey State Horticultural Society.  
The Great American Hall at the Hershey Lodge and Convention Center will host the Trade Show with over 130 exhibitors.  Specialized horticultural equipment, farm market merchandise, and packaging, will all be on display along with information on the latest seed varieties, fruit varieties, pesticides and other supplies and services for the commercial grower. 
Registration either through the mail or at the door is required to attend both the trade show and educational sessions.   For more information on registration, contact:
William Troxell, Pennsylvania Vegetable Growers Association - 717-694-3596 or pvga@pvga.org
[image: image10.emf]
Southern Maryland Vegetable & Fruit Production Meeting

February 6, 2008

   Make plans to attend the Southern Maryland Vegetable and Fruit Production Meeting on Wednesday, February 6, 2008.  This year the meeting will be held at the Davidsonville Ruritan in Davidsonville, Maryland.       
   This meeting will provide Private Applicator Recertification & Nutrient Management Voucher Recertification.  
   Speakers will provide IPM updates and present on a broad range of production topics. 

   Also meeting sponsors will showcase their products and services, and state vegetable organization leaders will be present to recruit and answer your questions.  Please attend and make this meeting the best ever.  For full conference details, contact Dave Myers, Extension Educator, Anne Arundel County Extension Office at 410 222-6759. Please register no later than February 4, 2008.   See the attached flier.
[image: image1.emf]
Registration Information for the 2008 Maryland Buyer-Grower Meetings

For Large Volume Growers and Buyers: 

       Monday, January 28, 9 am -12 pm

Maryland Department of Agriculture


50 Harry S. Truman Parkway, 


Annapolis MD, 21401

      Directions:
    www.mda.state.md.us/about_mda/directions_mda.php
For Food Service Buyers and Growers:
       Tuesday, January 22, 1-4 pm

Villa Julie College, Rockland Banquet Room

10945 Boulevard Circle, Owings Mills MD 21117

      Directions:
      www.vjc.edu/explore/locations/directions/index.asp

Monday, January 28, 1-4 pm 

         

Maryland Department of Agriculture


50 Harry S. Truman Parkway 

Annapolis MD, 21401


Directions: 
www.mda.state.md.us/about_mda/directions_mda.php

Monday, February 18, 1-4pm 
         
Tidewater Inn


101 East Dover Street

Easton MD, 21601


Directions:  


www.tidewaterinn.com/directions_and_map/
Growers: Bring information about your operation, availability lists, and product samples if available.

Each Grower will receive at least a ½ table (3'x3') to display your information. 
Buyers: Bring information about your operation and any forms required to initiate a business relationship. 
Everyone: The information on this Registration Form will be used to create a Resource Directory of Buyers and Growers. Each attendee will receive a copy of this directory at the events. For those not attending, the directory will also be posted online at: www.marylandsbest.net
   Registration Form is due by January 4, 2008 or ASAP.  Space is limited, therefore advance registration is required.  Register Online at www.marylandsbest.net
For questions or more information, contact:  Kate Mason
at 410-841-5779 or Email: masonkb@mda.state.md.us
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Upper Marlboro Research Vineyard Pruning Clinic 

February 16, 2008
   The University of Maryland Vineyard Team and the Maryland Grape Growers Association wish to invite you to attend the MGGA Upper Marlboro Research Vineyard Pruning Clinic to be held in February 16, 2008 from 9:00 a.m. to noon at the Upper Marlboro Research and Education Center located at 2005 Largo Road, in Upper Marlboro, Maryland.  For more details and directions give me a call, or go to the MGGA web site at: http://www.marylandwine.com/
Three Beginner Grape Growers Workshops
1) St Mary’s County: Hughesville, MD – February 13

2) Queen Annes County: Easton, MD – February 20

3) Baltimore County: Upperco, MD – March 13

   The University of Maryland Cooperative Extension is offering three one-day regional workshops for beginner and prospective grape growers in Maryland. The workshops will be offered at the following locations: In Hughesville, on February 13; in Easton on February 20 and in Upperco on March 13.
  These workshops offers a broad overview of commercial vineyard development from pre-plant planning into the third year including economics and marketing information, variety, clone, and rootstock choices, site selection and preparation, pre-plant decisions, equipment and supply requirements. We will also cover the basics of ordering, planting, and tending the vines through the third year of growth, as well as best practices for training, canopy management, and pest management. 
   These seminars are a good overview of what is involved with getting a commercial vineyard started in Maryland. These workshops are also required and will serve to satisfy the requirements for growers who plan to apply for the Vine Matching Grants through the MWA/MGGA Matching Program. 
  If you are considering planting a vineyard, or you have just recently done so, you will benefit from the information provided in this course. The workshops are classroom format with a lot of time for Q&A and an opportunity for a vineyard demonstration at the end. The cost of the seminars is typically $135 but has been reduced to $25 for Maryland residents thanks to subsidies from the grants from the MWA/MGGA via the Governor’s Commission on Grapes and Wine. For more information contact Joe Fiola at 301-432-2767 x344, visit: http://www.westernmaryland.umd.edu/viticulture.htm
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Bay Area Fruit School

February 26, 2008
   Attention all fruit growers!  Plan to attend the Bay Area Fruit School on February 26, 2008 at the WYE Research and Education Center in Queenstown, Maryland from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  This all day meeting will provide Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification Credit.  For full meeting details and registration call Debbie Dant, WYE REC at 410 827-8056, Ext. 115.

Changing Ag Markets 
New Opportunities

March 5, 2008
[image: image13.emf]

   Plan to attend a marketing seminar that could change the future of your operation. “Changing Ag Markets– New Opportunities” is a one-day seminar to be held on March 5th that will feature speakers and producers who are pursuing new options and alternatives for their operations.  Some of the topics featured include: which alternative energy crops to grow, trading carbon and green credits, critical food trends and consumer preferences shaping tomorrow’s food industry, the prospects for profitable livestock production in Maryland and much more. 
   Watch for more details or contact Ginger Myers at 301-432-2767 x338 to request a registration brochure. Visit http://agmarketing.umd.edu for more information on agriculture-related marketing resources.
Field Crops & Pasture IPM Workshop

 March 10, 2008
   Make plans to attend the Field Crops & Pasture IPM Workshop, Monday, March 10, 2008 at the Davidsonville Family Recreation Center (DFRC) from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  This workshop will explore advanced concepts of pasture and field crop production in the Southern Maryland region from establishment to harvest, including animal utilization.  Topics will include: Crop selection; integrated crop management; soil fertility; weed control; insect control; and disease control for soybeans, corn, wheat, barley and hay crops. 

   Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification & Nutrient Management Voucher Recertification will be awarded for full class participation.

   To register for this event contact the Anne Arundel County Extension Office at 410 222-6759.  
New Live or On-Line Session Field Crop & Pasture Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification
March 20, 2008 

  If you would like the opportunity to learn from home, yet still be engaged, then be sure to enroll in the New On-Line Private Pesticide Recertification Training, scheduled for March 20, 2008 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The March session will focus on field crop and pasture pesticide related topics.  You may also attend the sessions live at the Anne Arundel Extension Office in Glen Burnie, Maryland.   

   This CENTRA recertification session will be live via the internet directly from the University of Maryland.  CENTRA is a student interactive system that will document your attendance.  To participate in a live CENTRA session a high speed cable or satellite internet connection is required. 
    Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification credit will be awarded for full 2-hour session participation. Registration by March 17 is required in order to receive CENTRA login password information for the respective sessions. 
To register for this on-line event contact the Anne Arundel County Extension Office at 410 222-6759.
New Live or On-Line Session

Field Crop & Pasture Nutrient Management Voucher Recertification

March 27, 2008 

  If you would like the opportunity to learn from home, yet still be engaged, then be sure to enroll in the New On-Line Nutrient Management Voucher Recertification Training, scheduled for March 27, 2008 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. The March session will focus on field crop and pasture fertility and production related topics. You may also attend the sessions live at the Anne Arundel Extension Office in Glen Burnie, Maryland.   

   This CENTRA recertification session will be live via the internet directly from the University of Maryland.  CENTRA is a student interactive system that will document your attendance.  To participate in a live CENTRA session a high speed cable or satellite internet connection is required.    
   Nutrient Management Voucher Recertification credit will be awarded for full 2-hour session participation. Registration by March 24 is required in order to receive CENTRA login password information for the respective sessions. 
   To register for this on-line event contact the Anne Arundel County Extension Office at 410 222-6759.
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2007 Maryland Corn Hybrid
 Performance Tests

Bob Kratochvil, Extension Specialist,
Agronomic Crops 
   Here is the link to the 2007 Agronomy Facts 54, the 2007 Maryland Corn Hybrid Performance Tests for your use.  Hopefully, this document will be posted to the University's Cropping Systems website.  The address for that site is www.mdcrops.umd.edu.  Click on the Corn subheading to find this report.
Agronomy Facts No. 54, Revised November 1, 2007
Chateau, a New Herbicide
for Strawberries

Scott Guiser, Bucks County Extension, 
Penn State University

[image: image15.wmf]   Chateau 51 SW or WDG (flumioxazin) is a new herbicide that is labeled for matted row and plasticulture strawberry production. Let’s look at how it might fit in a strawberry weed control program.

   Chateau is primarily a pre-emergent herbicide but will control some small emerged weeds if a non-ionic surfactant is added. It may be used with hooded and shielded application equipment in strawberry row middles, broadcast over dormant plants, or applied 30 days pre-plant and before laying plastic for plasticulture systems. The application rate for all uses and soil types is 3 ounces per acre.  

   Some important winter annual weeds that are controlled include chickweed, henbit, horseweed (also known as marestail) and Shepherd’s purse. So, a fall cleanup spray to dormant matted row berries may be a good fit for this product. Plants should be fully dormant which means that we should have experienced several hard frosts. Be sure not to apply Chateau to frozen ground. So, these applications will be restricted to that narrow ‘window of opportunity’ in late fall. 

   For plasticulture growers, the pre-plant or shielded applications may be a good substitute for the standard pre-emerge products. The label requires that pre-plant application be made a minimum of 30 days before planting and may be tank mixed with a post-emerge product to control emerged weeds. Shielded applications can be made to row middles only and should not be made after fruit set. 
   Note that Chateau is also labeled for pome (apple and pear) and stone fruits (peaches, cherries,) and grapes at higher labeled rates for long term residual weed control. It should be tank mixed with a post emerge herbicide if established weeds are present. See the supplemental label for details. 

   For more detailed information and a label for Chateau consult the manufacturer’s Web site, www.valent.com. You will have to download or request the supplemental label for Chateau use on strawberries.
Yields of Edible Ginger in a Pennsylvania High Tunnel

Bernie Kratky, University of Hawaii, 
[image: image16.wmf]Mike Orzolek and Bill Lamont, Horticulture, 
Penn State University

   Edible ginger (Zingiber officinale Roscoe) experiments were conducted in a high tunnel at the Rock Springs Horticultural Farm near State College, Pennsylvania. Ginger rhizome (2 ounce) ‘seed pieces’ were sent from Hawaii.

Sub-irrigated trial
   Ginger seed pieces were planted in black plastic pots (3 gallons) containing peat-perlite growing medium on May 14, 2007 and top watered on a greenhouse bench until July 2 when the pots were placed in a 4 ft x 10 ft tank such that there were 2 rows with a 1 ft spacing between pot centers within rows.  The pots rested on 1-inch high soft nursery trays which were supported by a polyethylene-lined tank floor.  A constant 2-inch level of water was maintained with a float valve such that the pots were watered by sub-irrigation.  The nutrient solution was checked weekly with an electrical conductivity meter and replenished with equal amounts of 2 stock nutrient solutions to maintain an electrical conductivity level of 1.5 to 2.0 mS.  One nutrient stock solution consisted of 1.0 lb soluble greenhouse grade calcium nitrate per gallon of water, and the other stock solution consisted of a mixture of 0.6 lbs magnesium sulfate and 1.0 lb Chem-Gro 8-15-36 Lettuce Formula (Hydro-Gardens, Colorado) per gallon of water. The Chem-Gro formulation also contained micronutrients. There were 8 fertilizer stock solution applications such that a total of 0.28 lb of nitrogen plus the accompanying nutrients were applied.  Growing tanks were covered with reflective aluminized plastic mulch which maintained a cool surface such that leaves did not burn when they contacted the mulch.  

Peat-perlite bed trial
   In a second experiment, 14 ginger seed pieces were planted on June 14 in a drip-irrigated, 4 ft x 10 ft peat-perlite bed which was 10 inches deep.  The growing medium was trenched to a 4 inch depth and seed pieces were planted 1 to 2 inches deep.   As the season progressed, the growing medium was hilled twice to promote vertical, rather than horizontal growth of the rhizomes.  There were 10 fertilizer applications of a 20-10-20 fertilizer such that 0.26 lbs of nitrogen plus the accompanying nutrients were applied.  

Harvesting
   The harvest date decision was made by Mother Nature.  On the early morning of October 29, 2007, the ambient temperature reached 22oF causing the unheated high tunnel temperature to reach 30oF.  Visible frost damage was observed on the ginger leaves, but no damage was evident to the root portions. Ginger was harvested on October 29-30, 2007 by removing the foliage at a 2 inch height above the surface of the growing medium and emptying the pots in a large plastic tray. Since this ginger was harvested early, it was somewhat immature and the epidermis was still fragile requiring careful handling when harvesting and washing. The rhizomes were then moved into a greenhouse to air dry by placing a single layer of rhizomes on screened racks which were covered with a polypropylene row cover. In Hawaii, ginger optimally requires a 10 month growing season to produce mature ginger rhizomes. Ginger would normally be harvested in December through February after the leaves turn yellow and dry down and the stems fall over. 

   Harvest data from ginger grown in sub-irrigated 3-gallon pots of growing medium are shown in Table 1.  

Table 1.  Shoot number, tallest shoot height, shoot fresh weight and rhizome fresh weight immediately after harvesting and after air drying for 4 days from edible ginger grown in sub-irrigated 3-gallon pots of peat-perlite growing mediumz.
Parameter                             Averagey           Range                                                 

Shoots  
    Number                                     19                 4-28                   

     Tallest height (in)                   30                27-35                 

     Fresh weight (lb)                 1.40           0.40-2.20            

Rhizomes

    Harvest weight (lb)                3.09           0.70-4.80                 

    Air dry for 4 days (lb)           2.33           0.51-3.58

[image: image17.wmf]
z  Planted – May 14; Transplanted – July 2; Harvested – October 29, 2007 

y From 20 plants

   There was an average of 19 shoots from each pot which originated from a 2-ounce seed piece.   The fresh harvest weight included a 2 inch height of shoots above the surface of the growing medium, because trimming the shoots stimulates a natural abscission zone between the rhizome and pseudostem. Cutting the shoot at the rhizome junction might have increased the entry of disease organisms into the rhizome.  An abscission zone was developing after 4 days of air-drying.  Ginger which had air dried for 4 days averaged 2.33 lbs per pot.  Both the interior flesh and the epidermis were lighter colored than the mother seed piece, but there was fiber development in the interior flesh.  There was pungency with a distinctive ginger flavor and the rhizomes were marketable as fresh ginger.  It was not clear if the ginger maturity stage and shelf life will allow good quality seed pieces for next year’s crop.  

[image: image18.png]


   Harvest data from ginger grown in a 25 cm deep bed of peat-perlite are shown in Table 2.  

Table 2.  Shoot number, tallest shoot length, shoot fresh weight and rhizome fresh weight immediately after harvesting and after air drying for 3 days from edible ginger grown in a 10-inch deep bed of peat-perlite growing mediumz.

Parameter                           Average y          Range  
Shoots   

     Number                            11                     5-18                   

     Tallest height (in)            19                    15-23                       

     Fresh weight (lb)            0.56               0.20-0.90      

Rhizomes

    Harvest weight (lb)         1.24                0.60-1.90                    

    Air dry for 3 days (lb)     0.90               0.47-1.42
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z  Planted June 14 and harvested on October 30, 2007

y From 14 plants

   This experiment was planted one month later than the previous experiment.  The shorter growing season resulted in less shoots, shorter shoots and a lower harvest weight than ginger in the previous experiment.  However, it is not possible to determine if crop performance was affected by the 2 different growing methods.  This ginger had a low fiber texture and might be classified as baby ginger which may also be used for pickling.  Both the interior flesh and the epidermis were lighter colored than the mother seed piece, but there was a distinctive ginger flavor.  The epidermis was more fragile than rhizomes from the previous experiment.  It would not be recommended to save this ginger for next year’s seed. 

   These experiments demonstrate that ginger can produce a salable crop in a temperate located high tunnel, but the yields were much lower than those normally harvested in Hawaii.  It is being suggested that ginger should be planted in growing medium in a heated greenhouse at about April 1 and the sprouting plants be transferred to the tanks or beds in an unheated high tunnel about May 15 to May 30.  This would add another 44 days of growing season to the conditions of the first experiment. Increasing the growing season should greatly increase the yield potential of ginger in Pennsylvania. Certainly, baby ginger is a candidate as a specialty crop for high tunnels.  Although, it may not be possible to obtain equivalent mature ginger yields as from a tropical region, there remains potential for ginger to be a profitable niche market crop, especially if the growing season can be extended by several months in high tunnels.
Maryland GIS/GPS Based

Vineyard Site Suitability
Joe Fiola, Extension Specialist

University of Maryland
   The Governor’s Commission on Grapes and Wine included a priory of developing GIS/GPS based vineyard Site Suitability maps for each county of Maryland.
I am very pleased to announce that now available on my web site are vineyard site suitability files for getting a view of the whole state of Maryland and the first county files for Washington county – Please review the following details and URL’s listed:
   The cooperative mapping project was energetically supported by Senator Donald Munson of Washington County who arranged the connection and interaction between Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) and the University of Maryland Cooperative Extension (MCE).  The continuation of the program has been generously supported and funded by the Governor’s Commission on Wine and Grapes, as well and the Maryland Grape Growers Association, and the Maryland Wineries Association.

[image: image20.wmf]   The most critical part of the decision to plant a vineyard is proper site selection. A good site is necessary for optimizing winter survival and achieving proper grape ripeness.  The “Vineyard Suitability Maps” were developed as an important part of this evaluation.  The purpose of the maps is to provide a graphic representation of where high quality potential vineyard property exists statewide on a county by county basis.

   Maryland has a diverse range of environments which have advantages and disadvantages for the sustainable production of high quality grapes.  The maps and descriptions were developed to walk you through an evaluation of the critical components when evaluating land for suitability for sustainable producing high quality wine grapes in Maryland.

   The web based files are designed to be a tool to assist individuals to evaluate site suitability for starting vineyards anywhere in Maryland.  The maps are not intended to serve as a roadmap to specific sites but rather to be utilized only as a general indicator of areas or regions of a particular county that may have greater or lesser potential for commercial grape production.  The files contain general and specific as well as maps for climate, geology, slope, aspect, elevation, soil classification, and land-use classification.  The individual site features were then “layered” or combined to produce a composite “Viticulture Suitability Ranking" image.

   There is a file for getting a view of the whole state and files for individual counties.  For each county there is a PowerPoint type file that is meant for viewing on the web and a word type document that is better suited for printing and viewing at your leisure.  Washington County is the prototype map that is now available and other will be appearing shortly.  We hope you find them helpful.  Feedback is always requested.

Site Suitability for the State of Maryland– Web Version

PowerPoint-type file for getting a view of the whole state.   Designed for viewing on the web.

http://www.grapesandfruit.umd.edu/Grapes/Presentations/SiteSuitabilityMaryland122007.pdf
Washington County Maryland Site Suitability – Web Version

PowerPoint-type file for evaluating Washington County.  Designed for viewing on the web

http://www.grapesandfruit.umd.edu/Grapes/Presentations/SiteSuitabilityWashCo122007.pdf
Washington County Maryland Site Suitability – Printable Version

PowerPoint-type file for evaluating Washington County.  Designed for printing and viewing at your leisure.

http://www.grapesandfruit.umd.edu/Grapes/Presentations/SiteSuitabilityWashCoMW122007.pdf
   The University of Maryland Cooperative Extension has a comprehensive extension and research program to promote the planting of grapes in Maryland.  The program is designed to allow entrepreneurs to utilize proper research-based information to make decisions on site selection, ground preparation, grape variety, establishment techniques, and have every opportunity to get the new venture off in an efficient and economical manner.  The program centers around web-based information, “New Grape Grower Workshops,” and “Timely Viticulture,” a series of timely email newsletters.  More information on starting a vineyard is available at:  www.grapesandfruit.umd.edu – click on grapes, then click on starting a vineyard.

Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest 
Scott Updike, Extension Beef Specialist
University of Maryland
msupdike@umd.edu
Weigh-in: March 2008 

Contest: October 11, 2008 at 10:00 a.m.
Contest Results: October 22, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.
Mission
   To promote beef production in the Mid-Atlantic Region by providing an opportunity for producers and youth to receive feedback on beef quality and to provide education to producers and youth regarding methods and practices to improve beef quality.

Contest History
   The Mid-Atlantic Beef Carcass Contest and Evaluation Contest Committee is excited to sponsor both the carcass contest and evaluation contest. The early feedback concerning these two contests has been very positive. These contests were created to help educate both producers and youth about beef quality.

   The committee's goal for the Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest is to provide an opportunity for producers and youth to receive comprehensive carcass data about their cattle. From this information, producers and youth can determine how effective their management practices, from genetic selection to nutrition, have been in improving beef quality.

   The committee's goal of the Evaluation Contest is to provide an opportunity for producers to and youth to learn about live cattle appearance and subsequent carcass quality. This contest will also provide good experience for people who want to judge steer shows in the future. This will be a rare opportunity for producers and youth to evaluate live finished cattle and then subsequently receive the actual carcass data.

Mid-Atlantic Beef Carcass Evaluation Contest 

· Registration forms will be available online at: 

Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest 
· We extend an invitation to all 4-H, FFA, junior breed association members, adults, and steer show judges to participate in a contest to evaluate finished cattle and 
receive the actual carcass data. Each contestant will evaluate 10 live cattle for quality and yield grades, ribeye area, and backfat thickness.
Prizes will be awarded October 22, 2008 at 6pm at the Farmer's Livestock Exchange in Winchester, VA 
· For more information contact 

Weigh-in Dates and Locations 

   *All weigh-ins are scheduled between 9am and 11am Entry fees are due at weigh-in with checks made to Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest Please bring the Carcass Contest Entry Form to the weigh-in 

	March 1 
	Farmer’s Livestock Exchange— Winchester, VA 

	March 6 
	Fredericksburg Livestock Exchange— 
Fredericksburg, VA 

	March 12 
	Rockingham Livestock Exchange— Rockingham, VA 

	March 14 
	Greencastle Livestock Market – Greencastle, PA 

	March 15 
	Culpeper Agricultural Enterprise- Culpeper, VA 

	March 15 
	Virginia Livestock Exchange— Front Royal, VA 

	March 15 
	Jefferson County Fairgrounds— Leetown, WV 

	March 17 
	Four States Livestock Auction— Hagerstown, MD 

	March 29 
	Farmer’s Livestock Exchange— Winchester, VA 


Junior Division Carcass Contest 

Must be a bona fide 4-H, FFA or Junior Breed Association Member.  Registration form to be signed by Extension agent, Agricultural Instructor or Jr. Breed Advisor, verifying eligibility. 
· Cattle (steers only) must be owned by weigh-in by the junior. 

· Junior must be the primary feeder and care giver.  

· Cattle must be predominately beef breeding. (No Holstein). 

· Cattle must be weighed in during March 2008 at the designated locations or weighed at the County 4-H and FFA Beef weigh-in during March 2008. Consignor will ask the County Extension personnel or designated person to provide the Mid-Atlantic Carcass Show Committee with the weigh-in info. Weight gain will be used in the final index. There is no weight requirement at weigh-in.  

· Cattle will be ear-tagged at weigh-in. Ear tags will be provided by FLE. 

· Cattle will be mouthed at this weigh-in.  Any cattle not having all baby teeth will be automatically eliminated, not tagged and not eligible to participate in the Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest. 

· Three steers may be weighed in but only 2 will be eligible for the carcass contest. However, 3rd steer may be sold directly to Treuth Packing if they meet the eligibility guidelines.   

· Cattle must weigh a minimum of 1100 lbs and a maximum of 1550 lbs at weigh-in on October 11, 2008. It is recommended that cattle be 14 months of age or younger at weigh-in, March ’08. Any cattle deemed to be 30 months or older by the inspector at Treuth will NOT be eligible for contest premiums. 

· Cattle must have a live quality grade of Choice-minus as determined by the grading committee (John Hilton, Chairman).   Cattle will be presented dry (no fitting) on the halter or loose at this evaluation October 11th at 10:00. 

· Cattle not meeting the quality grade and weight requirements will not be accepted in the contest. However, they may be sold on Monday, October 13 at FLE or taken home. 

· Cattle will all sell to Treuth Packing, based on carcass weight and grade.  If you consign 3 steers the 3rd will be sold directly to Treuth and will not be eligible for the carcass contest.  You must designate at time of weigh-in in October which two steers you wish to enter in the contest. 

· Payment will be made by Farmers Livestock Exchange. 

· Cattle will be delivered to FLE on Friday, October 10th from 5:00 to 7:00 pm or on Saturday, October 11th from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. 

· No Entry Fee 

Adult Division Carcass Contest 

· Open to any owner/feeder of Beef Cattle 

· Breeds – must be predominately beef breeds (No Holsteins) 

· Steers and Heifers – separate carcass classes.  However, steer and heifers will compete for Champion and Reserve. 

· There will be a weigh-in at beginning of feed test in March 2008. There will be a designated time and location. Cattle will be ear-tagged at weigh-in. Ear tags will be provided by FLE.  Weight gain will be used in the final index. No weight requirement at weigh-in.  

· It is recommended that cattle be 14 months of age or younger at weigh-in in March 2008. Cattle will be mouthed at this weigh-in.  Any cattle not having all baby teeth will be automatically eliminated, not tagged and not eligible to participate in the Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest. 

· Each consignor may weigh in 5 head in March, but only bring 3 head on delivery date of Oct. 11, 2008. 

· Cattle must weigh a minimum of 1100 lbs and a maximum of 1550 lbs at weigh-in on October 11, 2008. Any cattle deemed to be 30 months or older by the inspector at Treuth will NOT be eligible for premiums. 

· Cattle will be delivered to FLE on Friday, October 10th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm or on Saturday, October 11th from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. 

· Cattle must have a live quality grade of Choice-minus as determined by the grading committee (John Hilton, Chairman). This live evaluation will be at 10:00 a.m. on October 11, 2008. 

· Cattle not meeting the quality grade and weight requirements will not be accepted in the contest. However, they may be sold on Monday, October 13 at FLE or taken home. 

· Cattle will all sell to Treuth Packing, based on carcass weight and grade. 

· Payment will be made by FLE. 

· Twenty-five dollar ($25) per head Entry Fee due at the March weigh in.  Only pay for 3 if weigh in more than 3. 
Grass-fed Division Carcass Contest 

· Cattle must have been fed forages only consistent with USDA Grass-fed Standards 

· Open to any owner/feeder of Beef Cattle 

· Breeds – must be predominately beef breeds (No Holsteins) 

· Steers and Heifers – separate carcass classes.  However, steer and heifers will compete for Champion and Reserve. 

· There will be a weigh-in at beginning of feed test in March 2008. There will be a designated time and location. Cattle will be ear-tagged at weigh-in. Ear tags will be provided by FLE.  Weight gain will be used in the final index. No weight requirement at weigh-in.  

· It is recommended that cattle be 14 months of age or younger at weigh-in in March 2008. Cattle will be mouthed at this weigh-in.  Any cattle not having all baby teeth will be automatically eliminated, not tagged and not eligible to participate in the Mid-Atlantic Carcass Contest. 

· Each consignor may weigh in 5 head in March, but only bring 3 head on delivery date of Oct. 11, 2008. 

· Cattle must weigh a minimum of 1100 lbs and a maximum of 1550 lbs at weigh-in on October 11, 2008. Any cattle deemed to be 30 months or older by the inspector at Treuth will NOT be eligible for premiums. 

· Cattle will be delivered to FLE on Friday, October 10th from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm or on Saturday, October 11th from 7:00 to 9:00 a.m. 

· Cattle must have a live quality grade of Choice-minus as determined by the grading committee (John Hilton, Chairman). This live evaluation will be at 10:00 a.m. on October 11, 2008. 

· Cattle not meeting the quality grade and weight requirements will not be accepted in the contest. However, they may be sold on Monday, October 13 at FLE or taken home. 

· Cattle will all sell to Treuth Packing, based on carcass weight and grade. 

· Payment will be made by FLE. 

· Twenty-five dollar ($25) per head Entry Fee due at the March weigh in.  Only pay for 3 if weigh in more than 3. 

Mastering Marketing Series

Ginger S. Myers, Regional Marketing Specialist
University of Maryland, WMREC,
 gsmyers@umd.edu, 301-432-2767

Product Development- Making the Go, No Go Decision

   You’ve developed a new product.  Your friends and family love it and tell you they’re sure it will sell well.  You’ve done some research and learned about the life-cycle of products like yours and the trends and key drivers that determine if your product really might sell well.  You’ve determine the requirements for starting a new business to market your product and how to integrate this new enterprise into your present operation.  But, you just can’t seem to take the “plunge” and this new enterprise?

   When making the “go, no go” decision for starting a new enterprise, several clarifying questions can help you decide if you’re really ready for the task ahead, or if more research and planning are necessary.  There are several basic requirements for evaluating the success potential of your product.  You must be able to answer at least one of these questions “Yes” for your efforts to be successful.

1. Does the product/service/business serve a presently underserved need?

2.   Does the product/service/business serve an existing market in which demand   exceeds supply?

3.  Can the product/service/business successfully compete with an existing   competition because of an “Advantageous Situation”- better price, location, etc.

   When starting a new business or enterprise, develop a business plan first.  This plan will help you identify strengthens, weaknesses, opportunities and threats (SWOT) to your success.  “Yes” to one of these questions should send up at “Red Flag” in your planning.

1.  Are there any causes (restrictions, monopolies, shortages) that make any of the required factors of production unavailable?

2.  Are capital requirements excessive?

3.  Is adequate financing hard to find?

4.  Are there potential detrimental environmental 

effects?

5.  Are there factors that prevent effective 

marketing?

   Now you’re back to making the making the decision to move forward with your new venture or wait.  Here are several actions you should include in your Decision-Making Framework.

1,  Rate the project based on what’s important to 
you and you family. 

2.  Do enough research and planning to give yourself a clearer picture of the pros    & pitfalls. 

3.  Accept your decision

4.  The decision not to go forward can be a good 
      decision too.

Grain Marketing Highlights 
Carl German, Extension Crops Marketing Specialist; clgerman@udel.edu
Commodity Price Volatility to Remain Strong Through Winter Months 

   USDA released the December Supply/Demand report on December 11, 2007. The report confirmed pre-report expectations for lowered ending stock estimates of U.S. corn, soybeans, and wheat for the '07/'08 marketing year. U.S. corn ending stocks were reduced 100 million bushels; U.S. soybean ending stocks were reduced 25 million bushels; and U.S. wheat ending stocks were reduced 32 million bushels from the November report. World ending stocks for the '07/'08 marketing year were reduced for corn (- 1.33 million metric tons); soybeans (- 2.03 mmt); and increased slightly for wheat (+ .98 mmt) from the previous month. 

   The only change reflected in the supply and demand balance sheet for U.S. corn was a 100 million bushel increase in the projection for exports. The season average farm price for U.S. corn was increased from the November estimate by 15 cents per bushel on both ends of the price range, now placed at $3.35 to $3.95 per bushel. U.S. farmers are expected to place about 230 million bushels into the loan program as compared to 116 million bushels last year.

   This month's supply and demand balance sheet for U.S. soybeans reflects a 5 million bushel increase in the projection for crushings and a 20 million bushel increase in the estimate for U.S. soybean exports. The season average farm price for U.S. soybeans was increased by 75 cents per bushel on both ends of the price range for the '07/'08 marketing year, now placed at $9.25 to $10.25 per bushel.

   The December balance sheet for U.S. wheat reflected changes in the demand for food wheat (+ 5 million bushels), seed wheat (+2 million bushels), and wheat exports (+ 25 Million bushels) from the November report. 

Market Strategy 

   Profitable sales opportunities are currently available for old crop and new crop corn, soybeans, and wheat. Currently corn and soybean markets are said to be demand driven, heavily influenced by the price of oil and the value of the dollar. The wheat market is representative of a supply driven market, meaning the wheat price is expected to decline once the world supply gets back in line. Recent observations regarding the wheat market point to the widening disparity between old crop and new crop wheat futures. The new crop prices are dropping in anticipation of larger wheat acreages in the '08 production year. This widening disparity is likely to be indicative of a good time to price some new crop wheat, currently trading at $7.88 per bushel (July '08).

   Grain marketers need to be taking a critical look at their pricing options, particularly for new crop sales decisions. An important consideration has to do with choosing the marketing alternative that is appropriate to use for the sale in question e.g., forward cash contract, versus use of the put option? The answer to that question may depend in part on the individual grain marketer's flexibility. The other significant consideration concerns price expectations? Price expectations, or what one expects prices to do, are not to be taken lightly. Grain marketers need to be able to compete, therefore, price expectations take on an importance of their own. High price volatility had been predicted for the fall and is expected to remain with us throughout the winter and beyond. Recent participation in commodity outlook webinars suggests that there is no reason to believe that current volatility will let up any time soon. Therefore, we can expect corn and soybean prices to remain extremely volatile. The bottom line is grain marketers can make profitable sales decisions now and should expect to be able to make as profitable, if not more profitable, sales decisions into late winter sales decisions. The tricky part is likely to be the marketing alternative that one selects. In some cases the best alternative may not be available to the individual grain marketer. 

   Old crop corn futures are currently trading at $4.34 Mar '08; $4.45 May '08; and $4.53 per bushel July '08. New crop Dec '08 corn futures are trading at $4.46 per bushel. Old crop soybean futures are trading at $11.54 Jan '08; $11.72 Mar '09; $11.86 May '08; and $11.89 per bushel July '08. New crop Nov '08 soybean futures are trading at $10.45 per bushel. Old crop wheat futures are trading at $9.76 Mar '08; and $9.72 per bushel May '08. 
2008 Field Crop Enterprise Budgets
Ben Beale, Extension Educator, St. Mary’s County 

Shannon Dill , Extension Educator, Talbot County 
   Enterprise budgets provide valuable information regarding individual enterprises on the farm. This tool enables the farm manager to make decisions regarding enterprises and plan for the coming production year. The enterprise budget uses farm revenue, variable cost, fixed cost and net income to provide a clear picture of the financial health of each farm enterprise. 

   The 2008 Maryland enterprise budgets were developed using average yields and estimated input cost based upon producer and farm supplier data. The figures presented are averages and vary greatly from one farm to the other. It is therefore crucial to input actual farm data when completing enterprise budgets for your farm.

Attached are budgets for various field crops for the 2008 crop year along with a pricing chart of inputs.  Please distribute to your clientele.  

   The budgets will be posted electronically at: 
www.mdgrainmarketing.umd.edu 

How to Use Enterprise Budgets:

   This booklet contains hardcopies of available budgets for Maryland Crops. Adjacent to each estimated budget is a blank budget to be used by the farmer. These budgets are also available electronically in Excel worksheets. Contact your local Cooperative Extension office for copies.

Budgets are included for the following crops:

· Corn Grain-Conventional, Non- irrigated

· Corn Grain-No-Till, Non-irrigated

· Soybeans

· Wheat

· Wheat/Double Crop Beans
2007/2008 
Sample Average Cost for Maryland 
Ben Beale ,Extension Educator, St. Mary’s County 

Shannon Dill,  Extension Educator, Talbot County 
   Prices and cost estimates are averages collected from retailers across the state. Input prices will vary by region, sales volume, and other criteria and may not be reflective of your true cost. Cash rent estimates provided by Maryland Department of Agriculture and the National Agricultural Statistics Service. Custom Rates for Selected Farming Operations was compiled from the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture and the National Agricultural Statistics Service for the Valley region for year 2006. 
	AVERAGE FERTILIZER PRICES FALL 2007 

	PRODUCT 
	PRICE PER TON 
	LBS NUTRIENT PER TON 
	PRICE NUTRIENT PER POUND 

	UREA 
	502.25 
	880 
	.57 N 

	UAN SOLUTION 
	305 
	600 
	.51 N 

	AMMONIUM SULFATE 
	290 
	420 
	.69 N 

	DIAMMONIUM PHOSPHATE(DAP) 
	510 
	360N + 930 P 
	.51 N 

.35 P 

	MONOAMMONIUM PHOSPHATE(MAP) 
	523 
	200N 

1000P 
	.51 N 

.42 P 

	MURIATE OF POTASH 
	340 
	1200 
	.28 K 

	SULFATE OF POTASH 
	445 
	1000 
	.44 K 

	Average Projected Seed Cost for 2008 

	CROP 
	UNIT OF SALE 
	PRICE 

	SOYBEAN 

	NON-ROUNDUP 
	50 lb bag 
	14.00 

	ROUND READY 
	50 lb bag 
	34.00 

	CORN 

	STANDARD 
	80,000 unit 
	170.00 

	ROUND UP READY 
	80,000 unit 
	185.00 

	ROUNDUP + BT 
	80,000 unit 
	195.00 

	WHEAT 
	bushel 
	14.50 


	MARYLAND CROPLAND CASH RENTS BY COUNTY 

	COUNTY 
	2002 
	2003 
	2004 
	2005 
	2006 

	Dollars Per Acre 

	Alleghany 
	32.34 
	28.00 
	28.26 
	28.96 
	27.51 

	Anne Arundel 
	42.58 
	52.50 
	53.36 
	49.18 
	51.28 

	Baltimore 
	61.87 
	60.28 
	64.03 
	68.08 
	72.54 

	Calvert 
	39.78 
	26.40 
	40.17 
	44.06 
	41.71 

	Caroline 
	65.64 
	74.66 
	70.44 
	81.26 
	76.29 

	Carroll 
	57.68 
	63.04 
	62.52 
	63.57 
	62.53 

	Cecil 
	68.28 
	61.74 
	68.39 
	72.31 
	75.04 

	Charles 
	39.61 
	30.95 
	34.53 
	35.08 
	37.52 

	Dorchester 
	67.50 
	62.72 
	73.58 
	81.56 
	77.54 

	Frederick 
	59.97 
	50.57 
	53.12 
	56.22 
	52.94 

	Garrett 
	26.94 
	31.97 
	37.70 
	39.55 
	34.39 

	Harford 
	75.21 
	74.50 
	75.56 
	83.08 
	87.55 

	Howard 
	50.58 
	49.52 
	63.28 
	54.44 
	60.03 

	Kent 
	82.16 
	85.33 
	75.96 
	83.08 
	83.79 

	Montgomery 
	47.71 
	50.94 
	54.27 
	60.73 
	56.28 

	Prince George’s 
	39.26 
	33.82 
	44.21 
	50.85 
	43.77 

	Queen Anne’s 
	73.39 
	83.40 
	86.15 
	90.47 
	92.55 

	St. Mary’s 
	34.08 
	30.00 
	33.90 
	37.78 
	38.77 

	Somerset 
	66.85 
	61.46 
	67.09 
	62.57 
	64.06 

	Talbot 
	69.77 
	78.40 
	74.86 
	76.71 
	83.79 

	Washington 
	55.57 
	54.77 
	59.58 
	59.96 
	62.53 

	Wicomico 
	53.91 
	58.56 
	62.86 
	71.45 
	73.79 

	Worcester 
	65.84 
	73.08 
	73.16 
	75.04 
	81.29 

	State Average 
	55.50 
	55.50 
	59.00 
	62.00 
	62.50 
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Agriculture Department Seeks Farmers Interested in New Marketing Opportunities Now Accepting Proposals for Federal-State Marketing Improvement Program Grants

   The Maryland Department of Agriculture’s (MDA) marketing section is seeking farmers interested in exploring marketing opportunities with the help of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Federal-State Marketing Improvement Program. 

   The Federal-State Marketing Improvement Program (FSMIP) provides matching funds for exploring new market opportunities and improving the efficiency of the marketing system for food and agricultural products.

An estimated $1.3 million will be available for fiscal year (FY) 2008 for 25 to 30 projects nationwide averaging $50,000. Additional information on program requirements is available at www.ams.usda.gov/tmd/fsmip.htm.

   FSMIP grants are made only to state departments of agriculture or similar state agencies.  To apply through MDA, submit a narrative summary of your proposal and a draft budget (including sources of matching funds) to MDA no later than Monday, Jan. 8, 2008. MDA staff is available to assist farmers with completing the required federal forms for submission to USDA.

Examples of possible projects include:

*Determine the best methods for processing, preparing for market, packing, handling, transporting, storing, distributing, and marketing agricultural products.

*Determine the costs of marketing agricultural products in their various forms and through various channels.

*Improve marketing methods, practices and facilities to create more efficient marketing and reduce the price spread between the producer and the consumer.

*Improve standards of quality, condition, quantity, grade and packaging to encourage consistency in commercial practices.

*Eliminate artificial barriers to the free movement of agricultural products in commercial channels.

*Foster new/expanded domestic/foreign markets and new/expanded uses of agricultural products.

*Collect and disseminate marketing information to anticipate and meet consumer requirements, maintain farm income, and balance production and utilization.

   Proposals can be emailed to MDA at: Marylandsbest@mda.state.md.us  or mailed to:  MDA Marketing/FSMIP Proposal, 50 Truman Parkway, Annapolis, MD 21401.  For additional information, call Jane M. Storrs

Director, National Marketing at 410-841-5770.
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Nursery/Greenhouse TPM/IPM Report Weekly Report

University of Maryland Cooperative Extension

Central Maryland Research and Education Center

From: Stanton Gill and Ethel Dutky, University of MD Cooperative Extension,
Ginny Rosenkranz, Extension Educator, Chuck Schuster, Extension Educator, Suzanne Klick and Shannon Wadkins, Technicians, University of MD Cooperative Extension Amanda Laudwein, Joanne Lutz, John Speaker, and Marie Rojas (Independent IPM Scouts)
Nursery/Greenhouse Water and Nutrient Management Programs

Winter & Spring 2008 Training/Certification Opportunities

   Maryland Cooperative Extension (MCE) in conjunction with the MD Department of Agriculture (MDA) will offer a number of professional development and certification opportunities to help growers meet Continuing Education requirements for nutrient management:
1. Operator Plan Writing / Certification – Two day commitment January 18, 2008, 9 a.m.-3 p.m., in College Park, MD at the University of Maryland, and March 13, 2008, at a location to be determined on the western shore.

Cost of this program is $35.00 total, includes lunch on first day and the certification exam on second day. This certification allows an operator to develop and submit his/her operation’s nutrient management plan and this certification also satisfies the applicator voucher training requirement.

Call the MDA Maryland Nutrient Management Program at 410-841-5959 to register for the class.
2. Principles of Water and Nutrient Management for Nursery and Greenhouse Operations

January – May, 2008. 
   This 400-level course is being offered to industry professionals for certification purposes. The course will cover the basics of soilless substrate management, irrigation system design and management, storm water management and fertilization / nutrient management.

Each module completed qualifies a certificate of completion and 3 CEU credits from MDA.

   The course is in four 3-4 week modules, taught sequentially, using an on-line knowledge center.

Registration cost is $60 per module or $180 for all four modules. An orientation for this class will be held from 10-12 noon on Friday, 25 January at the University of Maryland, College Park.

Register by 18 January, 2008 (Fax registration form to 301-314-9308).
3. Applicator Training (Voucher) (Applicator Voucher initially; 2 CEU’s thereafter)
   Two morning classes are available. January 24, 2008, 8:45 a.m. - noon, at the Montgomery County Extension Office at Derwood/Redland, MD; or February 15, 2008, 8:45 a.m. at the Wye Research and Education Center, Queenstown, MD, just off Route 50 at Carmichael.

Register with MDA at 410-841-5959. No cost.
4. Sustainable Nursery Crop Production Conference (6 CEU’s)

January 28, 2008, 8:45 a.m. – 3:30 p.m., at the Wye Research and Education Center (WREC),

Queenstown, MD. MDA offers 6 Nutrient Management CEU’s for this advanced training for consultants and growers.  Request a copy of program flyer.  Guest speakers from Florida and Virginia.

Register with Debby Dant, Wye REC, 410-827-8056 X115.   No cost, lunch included.
5. “Advanced” Applicator Training (2 CEU’s)

A program will be held on a farm on Tuesday, March 4, 2008, to offer training on new management techniques. This program will offer CEU’s to maintain Applicator Voucher certification. Put this date on your calendar; more details will be made available as the program is completed.

Register with MDA at 410-841-5959.  No cost.

_______________________________________________
   If you have any questions or would like further information about any of these programs, please contact eitherDr. John Lea-Cox at (301) 405-432 (jlc@umd.edu) or Dr. Andrew Ristvey at (410) 827-8056 (aristvey@umd.edu)

Pesticide Notes 
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	This portion of the Pesticide Education and Assessment Program is partially sponsored by: 
[image: image27.wmf]   Pesticide Notes is a newsletter that addresses topical issues surrounding pesticides (insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, rodenticides, etc.).The newsletter concentrates on new regulations and policies; safety, health, and environmental issues; and other new pesticide developments. Pesticide Notes is edited by Dr. Amy Brown , Coordinator of Pesticide Education and Assessment Programs (PEAP) at the University of Maryland. The current issue and back issues to 1996 are posted below. You can access an entire issue by clicking on the heading. Requires Adobe Acrobat Reader 
   If you would like to be notified by electronic mail when the latest issue of Pesticide Notes is published on the website please subscribe to the mailing list by sending email to listserv@listserv.umd.edu. The body of the email should contain the line:
subscribe pesticide-notes 'your name'
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Maryland Meat Promotion

Dear Maryland Meat Producer:

   We are planning to do a promotion for Maryland meat producers in the next few months - probably February or March 2008 -- as part of the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s ongoing effort to promote local farm-raised products on the Maryland’s Best website www.marylandsbest.net.  
  We will use radio and other mainstream media to encourage consumers to visit the Maryland’s Best website, where they will find information about farms where they can purchase farm-raised meat products as well as grocery stores and restaurants that stock these products.  We’ll also provide recipes and nutritional information.

   To be included in this promotion, please provide the information requested below and return it to us no later than January 5, 2008.  (The same information is attached in a Word document if you prefer.)  If you need additional details, email marylandsbest@mda.state.md.us  or phone Kate Mason at 410-841-5779.





Nutrient Management Update

Krista Mitchell, Nutrient Management
Advisor, Anne Arundel County
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   It’s time to get your soil samples
taken for your 2008 Nutrient 
Management Plans (NMP).  
NMP’s must be in producer’s hands
prior to any nutrient applications, 

so get your soil samples taken
quickly so your NMP can be in your
hands before the end of March.  You are welcome to stop by our office any time to borrow one of our soil sampling probes.  Our office is open Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  Our website contains soil and manure analysis price comparisons for the labs that may be used and the soil sampling procedures that must be followed for nutrient management planning purposes (do not follow the lab’s soil sampling instructions!):   http://extension.umd.edu/local/AnneArundel/AGNR/agbulletins.cfm
    Contact your nutrient management advisor to find out exactly what analyses are needed to write your NMP and to discuss your soil sampling pattern before taking your samples.     

    Many of you have already received an Annual Implementation Reporting (AIR) Form from the Maryland Department of Agriculture (MDA).  This annual form merely demonstrates to MDA that producers are implementing their NMP’s.  (Step 1:  Get a NMP.  Step 2:  Implement your NMP by not exceeding the University of MD fertilizer recommendations and keeping records to prove this to MDA.)  If you’ve kept your NMP’s updated, kept field-by-field crop yield records and nutrient application records for commercial fertilizer, manure and/or biosolids, as is required in accordance with the nutrient management regulations, the form should be fairly easy to fill out.  

   Your cover letter within your NMP will assist you with your consultant’s name, certificate and license numbers, information on manure generation, and your NMP’s start date (the date the NMP was written) and end date (usually the following fall).  The property tax identification numbers associated with the parcels being farmed are also listed in your cover letter, but one only needs to fill out the “Account ID” section of the AIR Form if a property/parcel has been added or deleted from the agricultural operation in the calendar year of 2007.

   Most importantly, make note when you sign the AIR Form, that there is a statement above your signature that says, ‘A valid NMP will be followed during the current and upcoming cropping year’.  Call Krista Mitchell in Anne Arundel County or Chris Dowell in P.G. County for assistance with your NMP updates.  If anyone has any questions about the AIR Form, please call MDA at (410) 841-5959 for assistance.  MDA has recently posted a “Nutrient Management Program Overview, Enforcement and Compliance Process Frequently Asked Questions” document at the following website:  www.mda.state.md.us/article.php?i=8074
    Please remember that completed AIR forms are due to MDA by March 1, 2008.  If you no longer meet the requirements of Maryland’s Nutrient Management Law, it is important to let MDA know, so they can make you ‘inactive’ in their system.  If you filed a NMP with MDA in the past, you are in their system and they will assume you need to update your plan each year and send in an AIR Form, unless you tell them otherwise.  There are fines being issued to those producers who do not send in their AIR Forms (see the MDA FAQ website address above for more information).  Remember, all producers that make greater than or equal to $2,500 Gross Annual Income and/or those operations that have 8 or more animal units (1 animal unit = 1,000 lbs. live weight) are required to have a current Nutrient Management Plan for their operation.  
4-H News
Patrick Thompson, 4-H FEA
 [image: image30.wmf]            University of Maryland

Are you between 8 and 18 or know someone who is?  If so have you considered joining 4-H?  The Anne Arundel County 4-H program is growing and is always looking for new members and volunteers.  The program has community clubs located throughout Anne Arundel County but is also looking for volunteers and members to lead new groups.  There are a variety of projects members can participate in including animal science, environmental sciences and human sciences.  We are also looking for adults to do seminars or presentations to help 4-Hers learn how they can further their projects. To receive more information, please contact Patrick Thompson in the Anne Arundel Extension Office at 410-222-6759 or at: pet@umd.edu. 
Check Out Our Updated County Website

Visit us in Cyberspace!!!
Christie Germuth is our website designer.  Christie has recently updated our website, and we hope that you find the additions helpful.  

Anne Arundel County Extension website:

http://annearundel.umd.edu/
The current and past agricultural newsletter additions are available for viewing or copy at:   http://annearundel.umd.edu/AGNR/agnews.cfm
An agricultural bulletin page is also available for viewing or copy under our hot topics section at: http://annearundel.umd.edu/AGNR/agnews.cfm
New on the website 2008: Anne Arundel County Agricultural Program Teaching Modules - Streaming Video: http://annearundel.umd.edu/Agriculture.cfm
Also relive the history of Extension and University of Maryland College of Agriculture Land Grant Mission by viewing the 150 Years Anniversary PowerPoint: http://annearundel.umd.edu/files/University%20of%20Maryland%20150%20Year%20Anniversary.pps
Help Your Extension Agent

   Please help your extension educator!  Take the time to complete the enclosed 2008 Extension Program Assessment.  This program assessment will be useful in documenting past and current program successes and weaknesses.  This information will be used for future program improvement.  Your input is vital to this process for the development of meaningful Extension programs that educate and solve problems.  Please mail the completed from to the Anne Arundel County Extension Office or Fax to 410-222-6747. This form will also be available for online completion at:  http://annearundel.umd.edu/Agriculture.cfm
Thanks for Partnering
   Thanks for partnering with the Maryland Cooperative Extension, and supporting our programs.  I also hope you enjoy this newsletter.  If you are no longer interested in receiving this newsletter, please call or write the office for the removal of your name from the mailer.  

Winter Well!

R. David Myers, Extension Educator

Agriculture and Natural Resources
Anne Arundel & Prince George’s Counties
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