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Production Pointers 

Fall 2000
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Calendar of Events

Mark Your Calendars --- Plan To Participate

· September 19th – Organic Grain Twilight, Horizon Dairy 

· September 21st – Pumpkin Twilight, WYE REC

· October 11, 19, & 26th – Intro to Farming Course
· October 17th – Southern MD Small Farm Cooperative Meeting
· October 18th – Private Applicator Recertification, P.G. Co.
· October 24th – Private Applicator Recertification, A.A. Co.
· November 3-4th – Mid-Atlantic Small Farm Conference
· November 14-16th – Crop Management School, Ocean City 
· November 15th – Private Applicator Recertification, P.G. Co.
· November 28th – Private Applicator Recertification, A.A. Co.
· November 28th or 29th – So. MD Crops Conference, Waldorf

· December 12th – Apple Pruning Clinic, UMREC
· January 10th – Private Applc. Cert.Training, P.G. Co.
· January 11th – Private Applc. Cert.Training, A.A. Co.
· January 24th – Private Applicator Exam, P.G. Co.
· January 25th – Private Applicator Exam, A.A. Co.
· February 7th – So. MD Vegetable & Fruit Meeting
· February 16th – Agronomy Producers Breakfast
· February 27th – Peach Pruning Clinic, UMREC 
· March 2nd – Vegetable & Fruit Producers Breakfast
· March 13, 20, & 27th – Intro to Farming Course
· March 15th – Sprayer Clinic & Workshop, UMREC
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Organic No-Till Grain Production Twilight

September 19, 2000

Are you are looking for an alternative grain production system?  Doesn’t a production system that avoids the use of costly chemicals, protects our soils and the environment, and offers a chance of increased market value sound ideal? Then maybe you should plan on attending the Organic No-Till Grain Production Twilight hosted at Horizon’s Organic Dairy Naval Academy Farm in Gambrills, MD on September 19, 2000, at 5:00 p.m.  We will meet at the farm shop for a brief power-point presentation highlighting the on-farm no-till grain research project. Then we will go to the field for a chance to see some startling first year success.  Don’t miss this opportunity.  Please feel free to call me for program details and directions.
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Wye Pumpkin Twilight

September 21, 2000

Mark your calendar now for the 2000 Pumpkin Twilight. Plan on attending for an educational, as well as entertaining evening at the Wye pumpkin patch on September 21, 2000 at 4:30 p.m.  Do not miss this important pumpkin grower event!
MELCAST & TOMCAST Update

At the Pumpkin Twilight 

Meet with me at the Pumpkin Twilight and plan to share your experience with the summer MELCAST and TOMCAST Web-Based program provided by Dr. Kate Everts.  No doubt this has been a trying year for disease control in all cucurbit and tomato fields so any input from you is highly valued by Kate and myself.  A full program update will be provided at the Southern Maryland Vegetable and Fruit Meeting.    
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Introduction to Farming Short-Course

October 11, 19, & 26, 2000
Whether you grew up on a farm or not, you may need to sign up for this Introduction to Farming Course.  This three-day course will open your eyes to the world of farming.  A course designed for the young and old alike. It just may make a farmer out of a “city kid” or a “hayseed.”   Money Back Guarantee!

The fall classes will be conducted at the Harford County Extension Office.  For full details and registration information contact Robert Halman, Harford County Extension Educator at 410 638-3255.
2000 Mid-Atlantic Small Farm Conference

November 3-4, 2000

[image: image6.wmf]Plan to attend the 2000 Mid-Atlantic Small Farm Conference.   The meeting will be held on November 3-4, 2000, at the Carroll County Extension Complex & Fair Grounds in Westminster, MD.  The conference will start at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, November 3, 2000.  Following the morning concurrent production sessions, attendees will enjoy a regional small farm tour, arriving back at the conference center at 5:30 p.m.  Area equipment dealers will host an evening Ag Equipment Showcase and barbecue at the Carroll County Fairgrounds Arena at 6:30 p.m.  On Saturday, November 4, 2000 concurrent sessions covering many aspects of small farm production will be conducted at the Extension Center from 8:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  For full conference information call Robert Halman, Harford County Extension Educator, at 410 638-3255.  Register today!  
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Pesticide Private Applicator Certification

Six Recertification Opportunities!!!

In order to legally purchase and use restricted pesticides on your own crops one must become a Certified Private Pesticide Applicator.  This does not legally give the right to buy or apply restricted use pesticides for others.  Remember that it’s always best to stay legal and remain liability free.  Recertification training is required every three years.  In Prince George’s County Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification is offered at the Clinton Extension Office from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. on October 18, 2000 and November 15, 2000.  In Anne Arundel County Private Pesticide Applicator Recertification is offered at the Glen Burnie Extension Office from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on October 24, 2000 and November 28, 2000.  Private Applicator Recertification will also be offered as part of the program of the Southern Maryland Crops Conference, and the Southern Maryland Vegetable and Fruit Production Meeting. 

If you have allowed your certification to expire or are a new applicant, then you must attend Private Pesticide Applicator Certification Training and pass the exam.  The Private Applicator Certification Training will be conducted from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on January 10, 2001 in Prince George’s County and on January 11, 2001 in Anne Arundel County.  The Private Pesticide Applicator Exams are scheduled for 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. on January 24, 2001 in Prince George’s County, and January 25, 2001 in Anne Arundel County.

Southern Maryland Small Farm Cooperative Annual Meeting Call to Order

October 17, 2000

[image: image8.wmf]On October 17, 2000 at Cheltenham’s Regional Farmers Market Facility, 6:30 p.m. the Southern Maryland Small Farm Cooperative will call to order their first general meeting of the membership.  Mike Keister, acting chairman of the board has exciting news to report about numerous buyer contacts for the cooperative.  We need now only to expand the farmer involvement in fulfilling the buyer requested products. To facilitate the growth of the cooperative, MDA has offered office space at the Cheltenham Regional Farmers Market Facility, and allowed Dave Rada to accept additional responsibilities as manager of the cooperative.  A full election of board officers and the voice of the members are of extreme importance at this meeting.  Please do your part and become actively involved in the Southern Maryland Small Farm Cooperative.  Its time to market with power!  For more information about this important farmer meeting call Dave Rada at 800 533-3276, Mike Keister at 301 868-4755, or Stephan Tubene at 410 222-6759.            

Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School

[image: image9.wmf]November 14-16, 2000

The Mid-Atlantic Crop Management School will be held at the Princess Royale Hotel in Ocean City on November 14-16, 2000.  This excellent educational event offers 35 program options during 2.5 days of breakout sessions.  Individuals seeking advanced training in soil and water, soil fertility, crop production and pest management will have an opportunity at hands on, intensive sessions that also provide continuing education units (CEU’s) for the Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) Program.  For more program details and registration information contact Joanne Whalen, Department of Entomology, University of Delaware, at 302 831-1736.   
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Apple Pruning Clinic

December 12, 2000

Mark your calendars now for the Apple Orchard Pruning Clinic to be conducted at the Upper Marlboro Research and Education Facility.  The research/demonstration apple orchard was planted in April 1999, and will receive its annual pruning from 9:00 a.m. to noon, on December 12, 2000.  Come and participate as Dr. Chris Walsh, the State Fruit Specialist, reveals the process of early tree training utilizing the slender spindle system for apples.  No registration is required.  I hope to see you there!  
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Winter Meetings Slated

Mark your calendars now and plan to be a part of the winter meetings.  The Southern Maryland Crops Conference will be held during the week of November 27th, 2000, at the Waldorf Holiday Inn.  Full conference details will be mailed shortly.  

On Wednesday, February 7, 2001, the Southern Maryland Vegetable and Fruit Production Meeting will be held at the Davidsonville Ruritan.  Both of the Southern Maryland regional meetings will provide Private Applicator Recertification credit.  

[image: image12.wmf]The Anne Arundel & Prince George’s Agronomy Producers Breakfast will be held on Friday, February 16, 2001, and the Anne Arundel & Prince George’s Vegetable & Fruit Producers Breakfast will be held on Friday, March 2, 2001.  The purpose of both meetings is to establish a crop production “Think Shop” &  “Grower Interactive Discussion” with the goals of pest and production problem anticipation and problem solving.  Both meetings will be held in the “Round-Table” fashion and a complimentary continental breakfast will be served.  The meetings will be held at the Glen Burnie Extension Facility from 7:30 to 10:30 AM.  
How Old is Old Enough?

Choosing an age appropriate task for our farm children is a subject for serious consideration.  As parents we must be sure to know how old is old enough.  The 2000 National Farm Safety and Health Week is September 17-23, 2000.  The theme for this year’s observance is “Zero in 00.”  “Farm Safety 4 Just Kids” has recently released its 2000 Farm Safety and Health Week educational package, Assigning Age and Ability Appropriate Tasks to Kids on the Farm.  Call them at 1 800 423-5437 for information about obtaining these packages for your use, or access the National Safety Council web site at: www.ncs.org/farmsafe.htm  

MDA News & Programs

· New Maryland Organic Farm Certification Program Manager

MDA hires a new manager, Ms. Valerie Frances, to direct the Maryland Organic Farm Certification Program.  Ms. Frances brings 15 years of experience in food policy and sustainable agriculture to the Maryland Organic Farm Certification Program.  For inquiries regarding organic agriculture production in Maryland, contact Valerie Frances at 410 841-5770.   

· Farm Sense: Solutions Through Mediation Not 

Litigation

When problems related to agriculture wind up in court, no one really wins.  The time and costs involved in lengthy appeals and lawsuits strain everyone’s resources and often result in solutions that satisfy no one.  Now MDA and USDA have developed a better alternative for Maryland with the creation of Farm Sense.  Farm Sense is the short version of the full

program name, Farm, Agricultural & Rural Mediation: Solid Efforts to Negotiate Solutions Effectively.  To learn more about the Farm Sense program or to attend the mediator training course in October call 410 841-5770. 

· Agribusiness Development Program

If you are planning to start or expand an agriculture-related business then contact the Agribusiness Development Program now offered by MDA.  Your source for information about business planning, financing, permits, industry specialist and more.  Call MDA today at 410 841-5770 or visit the Agribusiness Development Program web site at: www.mda.state.md.us/agdev   

· MDA Insect Pest Survey Hotline

Many may have forgotten that MDA maintains an Insect Pest Survey Hotline for three blacklight trap locations in Anne Arundel County and two in Prince George’s County for the monitoring of Corn Ear Worms (CEW) and European Corn Borer (ECB), to access the message call 1 800 492-2106.  Also current and summarized trap data is available at the MDA web site: www.mda.state.md.us/plantpro/blt/weekly
· 2000 Pesticide Container Recycling Collection Sites and Dates

Don’t let empty pesticide jugs lay around your farm triple rinse and deliver them to one of the Pesticide Container Recycling Collection Sites.  On September 22, 2000, containers will be collected at the USDA Research Center, Building 302, the Visitor Center on Powder Mill Road from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Take advantage of this free service, for more information call the MDA Pesticide Regulation Section at 410 841-5710.

· Searching for “Century Farms”

If you have been farming the same family farm that has remained in the family for 100 years or longer, then you and your heirs may be eligible to be honored as lengthy custodians of one of the State’s “Century Farms”.  Please give me a call if you would love to participate in this registry of honor.

· Do Your Part for NASS

All State Department’s of Agriculture and the National Agriculture Statistics Service (NASS) work in cooperation with University Extension systems and farmers to assess the crop situation throughout this country on a weekly basis.  You may be required from time to time to help out with the weekly crop assessment by responding to a phone or mailed survey.  Why is this survey important and worth my time?  It provides an unbiased estimate of crop status and the survey information is released to the public at preset intervals, and I have been informed that neither the Secretary of USDA nor the President of the United States of America is allowed this information privately.  This is an essential tool for free trade of commodities in this country, and becomes an accurate indicator of crop status only if we do our part.  So fill in the NASS survey correctly or respond to the dinnertime phone calls eagerly.      

[image: image13.wmf]Intensive Nitrogen Management for 

Winter Wheat

A three-year study by Daniel Kluchinski, County Agricultural/ Associate Professor, Rutgers, New Jersey University entitled, Intensive Nitrogen Management for Winter Wheat, revealed some interesting findings for wheat nitrogen management on lighter sand and silt loam soils in New Jersey.  Daniel correlated his findings with nitrogen tissue tests at two distinct wheat growth stages, pre-tillering and pre-heading in order to time spring applications of nitrogen.  This nitrogen tissue test for wheat becomes especially valuable during heavy rainfall seasons on our lighter soils in the Mid-Atlantic region.  The split top dress nitrogen application (25lbn/A N at planting + 30lb/A N pre-tillering + 30lb/A N pre-heading resulted in the highest yield all three years of the study.  I agree that this “spoon-feeding” approach to winter wheat, collaborated with N tissue testing utilizes production and environmental wisdom.  If anyone is interested in the full details of this research project give me a call.
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National Clover Symposium a Success

The Association of National County Agricultural Agents hosted the National Clover Symposium in Jackson, Mississippi on Sunday, August 6, 2000.  I attended the meeting and the information provided for clover production was extremely comprehensive.  If you are looking for update information on red clover, white clover, crimson clover, or many other clover species then feel free to give me a call.  I’ll be glad to share.

High Tunnel Raspberries
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I had the privilege of presenting Bryan Butler’s High Tunnel Raspberry Project at the Western Maryland REC AG Field Day.  The project started with a vision: To produce late fall and winter fresh market raspberries by growing them in high tunnels.  So Bryan Butler, formerly the Carroll County Extension Educator, received a research grant and constructed a 17’ X 48’ high tunnel greenhouse at the Western Maryland Research and Education Center.  Collaborating with Dr. Harry Swartz our very own world-renowned raspberry breeder 4 varieties were planted and replicated.  After presenting this project, I became impressed with the results and convinced that indeed an opportunity to market raspberries, a perishable small fruit well outside of its seasonal norm is possible.  Also due to the high value of the crop ($3.00+/half-pint), I believe it could offer profitable returns.  If you are interested in the details of this project give me a call. 

[image: image16.wmf]Appointment Change

I am pleased to inform you that Dr. Stephan Tubene has been appointed as Small Farm Institute Coordinator for Southern Maryland.  In this position, he will expand the job he performed for Anne Arundel and Calvert Counties, which included the following:

· Identifying needs of part-time, minority, female and limited-resource farmers

· Developing program support in farm management including marketing, agriculture economics, and enterprise budgets

· Promoting adoption of regional cooperatives and marketing clubs by promoting specialties, and diverse non-traditional marketing programs

· Working as team member with other Extension Faculty in the Southern Maryland Region and other agencies

· Implementing and evaluating programs 

We are pleased to have this collaborating program with UMES and UMCP, and pleased to have Stephan fill this role.  He has done an outstanding job in the original two counties and will do an outstanding job in expanding within the Southern Maryland region.  Presently, Stephan remains housed at the Anne Arundel County Office.
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Ethnic Produce Market Opportunities in Southern Maryland

By Stephan Tubene

Promoting Southern Maryland agricultural sector has been currently the focus of the Tri-County Council.  Given the decline of the tobacco industry and the need for alternative agriculture, creating new enterprises for small farms and limited-resource farmers is the key to farmers’ success and community’s prosperity. 

A grant provided by the Southern Maryland Agricultural Development Commission will enable a group of scientists from Maryland Cooperative Extension, University of Maryland to investigate the demand and supply, production and nutrition of African, Asian, and Hispanic vegetables in Southern Maryland.

More specifically, the objectives of this market and production research project are:

(1) Investigate the demand for ethnic produce in Southern Maryland using personal interviews of market participants.

(2) Explore production possibilities of ethnic produce and their adoption in the region by designing and implementing pilot projects and on-farm research.

(3) Introduce ethnic food to Southern Maryland and educate Southern Maryland residents about the nutritional value of new ethnic produce.

(4) Create a Southern Maryland network for potential producers, distributors, wholesalers, retailers, and consumers of ethnic produce.  Very often, market participants are resource-limited entities. Thus, providing such a network and connections will help them tap into new market niches and opportunities.
The research team members include R. David Myers (Area Extension Educator, Agriculture and Natural Resources), Constance Pergerson (Extension Educator & County Extension Director, Nutrition and Family Sciences), Stephan Tubene (Extension Economist & Farm Institute Coordinator, Southern Maryland Region), Dr. Charles McClurg (Associate Professor & Vegetable Specialist, Research Team Advisor). Two other team members include John Downs, ethnic produce grower representative, and Yao Afancthao, ethnic produce business community representative.  Even though the primary emphasis of the project is the economic development of Southern Maryland (i.e., Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s county), it is anticipated that the project will be expanded and applied to other Maryland regions as well as the entire Mid-Atlantic region. 
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Vineyard at The Tobacco Farm 2001 
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Maryland Department of Agriculture and Maryland Cooperative Extension have been awarded a grant to promote the development of a wine grape industry for Southern Maryland.  A decision was made to proceed with a one-acre vineyard establishment at the Upper Marlboro facility in order to accommodate the grant initiative, and to provide an education tool for this possible alternative for Southern Maryland tobacco farmers.  The vineyard will examine sixteen varieties, of which ten currently make-up more than ninety percent of Maryland’s wine grapes produced.  All of the varieties will be evaluated for yield, quality, and profitability.  A bi-lateral cordon trained vine with vertically shoot-positioned (VSP) canopies will be utilized.  This training system has been widely adopted in the Mid-Atlantic region, and is as close to a standard system as exists.  The vines are spaced seven feet apart within the row and ten feet between the rows.  The vineyard will be planted in April 2001.  As soon as the vineyard leafs, a grower meeting will be conducted in order to promote interest in the project, and involvement from the outset.  In the future, vineyard clinics and field day activities will help to further promote agricultural diversity, and provide inclusiveness for the fruit industry at this Southern Maryland research facility.

Higher Fertilizer Costs?

Higher fertilizer costs for 2001?  You bet!  With the tightest oil stocks in decades, and the historical high for crude oil --this surely equates to the highest spring prices for fuel, fertilizer, and petroleum based chemicals ever!  That’s the way I see it!  What do you think?  Remember that nutrient management plans typically reduce fertilizer usage without sacrificing yield.  A nutrient management plan implemented in 2001 can only save you $$$$$$!  

Lead Maryland Class II Recruitment

I have available the application materials for the Lead Maryland Class II.  Information about the program is also available on the web site at www.leadmaryland.umd.edu.  Completed applications are due by September 30, 2000, so you have to act fast.  If you are interested in the program contact Susan Harrison at 410 827-8065. 

Bee Aware

I would like to introduce you to a beekeeping newsletter that serves a five state Mid-Atlantic region:  Bee Aware: Notes and News on Bees and Beekeeping.  It is a monthly newsletter prepared by Dewey M. Caron, Extension Entomologist, Specialist, University of Delaware.  The newsletter is very comprehensive and informative and can be downloaded from the web site: http://MAAREC.cas.psu.edu.       

Forestry Correspondence Course
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I would like to introduce a correspondence course that offers forest landowners and others interested in forestry a better understanding of their forests, forest ecology, forest management practices, forest policy and regulations, and sources of technical and financial assistance.  Robert Tjaden, Regional Specialist, Natural Resources, University of Maryland offers the General Forestry Correspondence Course in the spring and fall.  Robert may be reached at the Wye Research and Education Center at 410 827-8056x112, or by email at rt20@umail.umd.edu 

Nutrient Management Update

· [image: image21.wmf]Welcome Our New Nutrient Management Advisor Nutrient 
I would like to introduce Christa Beth Wilson to you as our New Nutrient Management Advisor for Anne Arundel County.  Please welcome Christa, as she takes on this important, but tough assignment of providing your Nutrient Management Plans prior to the approaching statewide implementation date.  She will not be fully ready for plan writing until the middle of October, so please practice patience and kindness.  Together we will accomplish this task! 

· Doing Your Part? 

Attached with this newsletter is an Anne Arundel & Prince George’s County Nutrient Management Plan Request Form.  If your need a Nutrient Management Plan developed for your farm, or need a plan completed or updated please fill out the attached request form and mail it in.  This Nutrient Management request form will guide you through some of the initial steps that you may do prior to meeting with Christa Wilson or Diana Dobson.  The more you do the quicker this process will be for everyone involved.  I have decided that as much advisor time as possible needs to be spent in the office writing the plans, and less in the field pulling soil samples.  This form coming into our office with your signature requesting our plan-writing service will also go on record in case deadlines are not met.  As long as a Nutrient management request has been filed 60 days prior to a deadline, MDA will not issue a noncompliance fine.  Thanks again for your cooperation concerning these matters.         

Thanks for Partnering
Thanks for partnering with the Maryland Cooperative Extension, and supporting our programs.  I also hope you enjoy this newsletter.  If you are no longer interested in receiving this newsletter, please call or write the office for the removal of your name from the mailer.  
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Enjoy the Harvest!
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Dave Myers

Extension Educator

Agriculture and Natural Resources

Anne Arundel & Prince George’s Counties

Fruits and Vegetables 

Prince George’s Cooperative Extension

6707 Groveton Drive

Clinton, MD 20735

301 868-8783
Anne Arundel Cooperative Extension

7320 Ritchie Highway, Suite 210

Glen Burnie, MD 21061

410 222-6759 or 301 970-8250
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Note:  Registered Trade Mark® Products, Manufacturers, or Companies mentioned within this newsletter are not to be considered as sole endorsements.  The information has been provided for educational purposes only. 
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