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THE COORDINATOR’'S CORNER

Mike Ensor, Coordinator

| first want to thank all of our Anne Arundel Master
Gardeners for all that you do.

As we have entered the fall season Project Chairs
need to think about getting those “Project
Proposals for 2010” in by November 1, 20089.
Also the “End of the Year Reports” are due by
December 31, 2009. Forms may be found by
going to the http://AnneArundel.umd.edu website.

Our 27 new interns in the class of 2009 are full of
energy and enthusiastic about their basic training
at Arlington Echo and the Master Gardener
program. Please welcome all of our new Interns.

Also, as we come to the end of the project year,
all Master Gardeners and Interns of the class of

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

2008 should be submitting your hours to Ralph
Beedle if you have not already done so.

Also if interns in the class of 2008 and other
Master Gardeners still need volunteer hours, then
please call project chairs to see if they need an
extra hand or call Mike at 410-222-6757 if you are
interested in doing administrative work at the
Extension Office.

Please stay tune for upcoming events such as the
holiday party scheduled for Tuesday, December
8, 2009 at Homestead Gardens and the
Philadelphia Flower Show trip scheduled for
Wednesday, March 3, 2010.

| hope that everyone has a great fall season and
takes time to enjoy the beauty of our fall foliage
here on the East Coast.

At the February 2010 — Annual Meeting of the Anne Arundel County Master Gardeners, we will
elect new members of the Executive Advisory Board. The first step in this process is

establishing a Nominating Committee. Our Policy Handbook states:

"The committee shall be chaired by the immediate Past Chairman of the EAB. The
current Chairman of the EAB with the concurrence of the full EAB shall appoint four

active Master Gardeners to the nominating committee ..

"

If you would like to be considered for one of the four positions on the Nominating Committee,
contact Marilyn Kinkel by e-mail: mgkinkel@comcast.net before November 1, 2009.

MENTORS NEEDED

The 2009 MG Intern Class has begun their training. We would like to continue to have a Mentor

Program for new interns who complete the class.

If you would be willing to be a mentor please contact Scott Doran at obismom@comcast.net or

410-757-3628.

Go to First Page
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HOLIDAY PARTY UPDATE — NEW DATE AND LOCATION

Due to unforeseen circumstances, the Holiday Party time and location will change.

The new date for the Holiday meeting/ party will be on Tuesday, December 8, 2009 from 7:30 PM until
9:30 PM.

The new location will be at Homestead Gardens in Davidsonville, MD (Rt. 424 and Rt. 214). The location
will be in the Old Pavilion, where the train will be set up.

The event will be a “mocktail” party. Mocktails will be provided. Attendees may bring one guest. All food
must be a finger food and there will be no electrical outlets available. Please be prepared to take home
your serving platters and utensils. Homestead Gardens has graciously offered the space to us and we
need be as non-invasive as possible and clean up after ourselves.

For those whose last name begins with A-M, please bring a savory and for those whose names begin
with N-Z, please bring a sweet.

We will be seeking donations for basket raffles. See additional Newsflash for detalils.
Go to First Page

ANNE ARUNDEL MASTER GARDENER PROJECT REPORTS

Apprentice Gardens
Anne Nourse, Chair, MG

The Apprentice Gardeners are WINNERS!!! We
received 2 blue ribbons (Ist place) and 4 red
ribbons (2") at the AA Co. Fair held in September
for our gourd, carrots, cantaloupe (an unexpected
treat that grew in our garden), peppers, sweet
potatoes, and watermelon, respectively. Due to
their enthusiasm, efforts, and loving care of our
plots, the AG Families saw their hard work
rewarded and were thrilled. A picture of the
ribbons will be on our display bulletin board with
actual ribbons kept with the project's important
papers. A monetary prize of $22 was also part of
the winnings. Suggestions from the group
included: buying seeds and/or plants for next
year, giving to a charity, having a pizza party after
fall clean-up and one youngster said (as a joke)
giving the money to her. A vote will be taken to
decide the final outcome of the prize money. Next
year we hope to take home more blue ribbons.

Besides the excitement of the ribbons this past
month, Apprentice Gardeners have been winding
down their activities at Kinder Farm Park. We had
a productive crop of tomatoes and peppers along

with our watermelons and gourds in September.
The anticipation of waiting for the cotton plants to
mature is now over as the families watched the
seedling grow into a plant that produced a
beautiful hibiscus-looking pinkish-colored flower
that transformed into a pod which dried and then
opened up to expose the soft fluffy plant material
that would be made into cotton cloth and other
cotton products. Now we’re talking about getting
the plots ready for winter sleep by pulling out
plants, adding compost, and spreading winter rye
and red clover down as nitrogen fixers for next
year’s anticipated bountiful crop.

Our Apprentice Garden cookbook for this year is
now completed and is being copied for
distribution. It features recipes that Chef Peter
and Mr. Bernard prepared (remember last
month’s Veggie Tasting Treat Evening?) as well
as Apprentice Garden family recipes and those
contributed by several Master Gardeners. The
black-and-white booklet is also an educational
coloring book with line drawings of vegetables
and interesting information about them. Copies
will be brought to our next MG monthly meeting to
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browse through and will be available for purchase
at $5.00 each. Apprentice Gardens would greatly
appreciate your support of our cookbook as we
are in dire need of funds.

Formally, our group ended on Wednesday,
September 23 with a Recognition Awards
Ceremony and Herbal Reception. Besides
highlighting activities and challenges of the past 5
months, certificates were awarded to each family
and thank you gifts given to participating MGers
who contributed their enthusiasm, knowledge and
willingness to help: Deb Steven, Jacqui Rouse,
and Kathy Enderle. Other MGers who deserve to
be recognized for all of their hard work and time
spent on this project but were unable to come are:
Dena Cameron, Elizabeth Matarese, George
Lambert, and Jim MacNichols. And, not to be
forgotten is my co-leader, MG Rosie Tucker who

BayWise Committee
Judy Graham & Carol Dowling, Co-Chairs, MGs

This year has been slower than 2008, our record
year. We are not sure if it's the economy or what,
as there is more news out about stormwater
runoff, native plants, and saving the Bay, so we
would expect to be invited on yard visits.

Our Advanced Training was held later in the
spring and attracted fewer attendees but our
committee has three new members, Ellen Levin,
Judy Thompson, and George Honeycutt.

Beki Howey and Marilyn Kinkel have been giving
talks, at a church and in neighborhoods, resulting
in more new requests in Severna Park and
elsewhere.

Our vyard visit requests from Pasadena to
Edgewater have been led by Diana Keener, Ann
Leipold, Jim MacNicoll, Diane Scherer, Marietta
Schreiber, Marilyn, Christine Scee, Carol Dowling,
and me. Assistants have been Beki, Patti Muir,
Ellen, and Judy T. | want to mention our
dependable log keeper, Margaret Karnes, who
with heart procedures and broken arm still
manages to keep us straight as the yard requests
come in.

shares my philosophy of making learning fun and
interesting. She was my biggest supporter and
had the biggest ear to listen to me and give
suggestions. We also acknowledge the following
MGers who helped this season to create a
positive gardening experience with the families:
Mary Beam, Kim Briggs, Angela Gallup, Denise
Harmening, Pat Logan, Rose Love, Joyce Miller,
Audra Russell, Melissa Simmons, and Lisa
Winters Thank you all!!!

Sweet potatoes are still growing and are waiting
to be picked and eaten in a few more weeks. At
that time the Apprentice Gardeners will come
together again informally to finish the task of
taking care of the garden for winter.

Go to First Page

In seven months, we have invited and hosted 19
interns; we hope they invite us to certify their
yards ‘Bay-Wise’ within the year.

Out of 36 scheduled yard visits so far, we have
certified 20 as “Bay-Wise.”

In late June, Judy Thompson patiently offered her
large diverse yard to be the subject of an article in
the Maryland Gazette; of course her yard was
certified but the article was more human interest
than Bay-Wise and left off our contact information;
so much for our yearly PR attempt.

Also, at the end of the month, my yard, as an
example of Bay-Wise use of native plants, was on
the Eastport House & Garden tour and did elicit a
few requests in the neighborhood. Beki was one
of the cheerful docents.

Beki has designed an online Bay-Wise flier to
send to neighborhood associations; as a young
person, she knows that’s the future as we have
had couple of requests from the internet.
Wherever they originate, we appreciate those
yard visit requests!

Go to First Page
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Colonial Garden at St. Margaret's Church
Ginny Klocko, Chair, MG

Many thanks to Kim Morrow for her pruning and
weeding of the garden during the week. On
Saturday September 19 Susan Barbi pruned and
weeded the garden while Ginny Klocko emptied
the compost bin and used the brown gold to
mulch part of the garden. The garden still has a

Hancock’s Resolution
Sue Betz, Chair, MG

HANCOCK'S RESOLUTION
FALL FESTIVAL & CRAFT DAY

COME JOIN US
OCTOBER 4 - 10:00am - 4:00pm.

London Town Plant Identification
Pat Horm, Chairman, MG

The Plant 1.D. committee at Historic London Town
House and Gardens has met on 12 Fridays, since
March 20, working to confirm the identities of the
azaleas and rhododendrons in the 8 acre
woodland gardens. This collection of azaleas and
rhododendrons blooms March through June, with
color peaking the last week of April and the first
week of May.

As the plants bloomed, the group searched the
plants for any original accession and name tags,
and compared the plants and blooms to the
London Town accession lists, personal knowledge
of the plants, reference books, and Internet
photos and descriptions. We also continued

few roses in bloom as well as the hyssop. Despite
the drought this summer, the garden continues to
thrive.

Go to First Page

Music, Farm Dinner ($), Herbs,Bees, Scarecrow
Making (Bring old clothes), Farm Demostrations,
and sales of our own Chickasaw Plum Jelly,
Handmade Lavender Soups, Apple Butter, and
Breads

photo-documentation for the virtual photo library.
To date, this busy and enthusiastic group has
succeeded this year in determining the
identifications of about 125 of the azalea
specimens. Look for bright yellow “confirmed”
plant tags on the azaleas and rhododendrons
when you visit London Town. MGs who
participated on the project this year with Cathy
Umphrey, London Town Director of Horticulture,
were Pat Horm, Don & Linda Droneburg, Bobbie
and Leon Kestenbaum, George Honeycutt,
Madeleine Tierney, Allie Murphy, Joan O’Connor,
Barbara Jett, and Phylis Veillon.

Go to First Page

Rainscaping Campaign at Chesapeake Ecology Center

Joyce Donlon and Susan Steele, Chairs, MGs

Saturday, September 29th was our Open House
and Plant Sale. It was beautiful day and the event
was well attended. We conducted three tours and
"sold out" our native plants. Thanks to Master
Gardeners: Susan Knisely, Patti Muir,

Angela Gallup, Stacy Church, Noreen Krispin,
Jacqui Rouse, Denise Hagerman, Malcolm
Doying, and Bob Bates who assisted with tours, Q
and A, plant sales and greeting the 125 visitors to
CEC.
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UPCOMING EVENT

Saturday, October 24th, 9 a.m. - Noon - Make A
Difference Day. Join us for the nationwide Make
A Difference Day for the installation of native trees
and shrubs on the 10-acre Adams Academy/CEC
campus, and for the installation of a new Shade
Rain Garden. Learn about species of native trees
and shrubs and about proper planting techniques.
Tour the 24+ Native Plant Demonstration

Gardens, located along the tidal headwaters of
College Creek, and check out the beautiful fall
colors! Snacks and tools will be provided. This
project is made possible with trees and shrubs
provided by the Alliance for the Chesapeake
Bay. Please contact Susan Steele or Joyce
Donlon if you are interested in attending.

Go to First Page

A list of 2009 Projects with descriptions can be found on the web (click here)

All Project Chairs are reminded that financial information
regarding their activities are due by the end of the month.

Project Chairs can look at the Policies section of the
web page and read the financial policy and procedures
section. Thereis a form that should simplify the reporting
of money that was received and that which was expended
during the course of the year to date.

Reports should be either mailed to

Elizabeth Matarese
1486 Velmeade Lane
Davidsonville, MD 21035

or the form may be emailed to
elizabethmatarese@comecast.net

NEWS FROM THE STATE MG OFFICE

New MG Logos

Anne Arundel County

S [

eners

rdenernpmid odn

University of Maryland Extension

(available on State MG website under the “Administrative” button)-
http://mastergardener.umd.edu/Administrativel/Maryland%20Master%20Gardener%20Logos.cfm

Extension has changed its name! We are now University of Maryland Extension (UME) (formerly
University of Maryland Cooperative Extension or MCE). New logos are available for every MG county in
3 different resolutions/sizes. The old logos are not “wrong” and we will be using them on many MG items
for some time to come. However, please update your logos wherever possible on anything new you put
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out whether it's email, web or print, Also delete the word “cooperative” when referring to Extension or the
word “Service” as part of our name (this was part of our name long ago.)

The University of Maryland is also making new Extension logos that should be available October 7. Dr.
Nick Place, Associate Dean and Director UME writes:

e Our goal through this change is to build a strong and consistent brand message that UME
is the front door to the University of Maryland (College Park and Eastern Shore).

e The UM and AGNR Marketing and Communications units are working together on developing
a number of pieces related to this name change. This includes an overall style guide,
letterhead and newsletter templates, business cards, PowerPoint templates, etc.

e On October 7, we will be launching a number of these pieces for your use. We will be
sending some hardcopy examples to each local unit; additionally, all of these
communication and marketing pieces will be available to you electronically by this date.

e In the spring, there will be a second rollout of larger marketing pieces; i.e. clothing,
banners, tablecloths, and other promotional tools.

Maryland’'s Food Gardening Network

September Update from Grow It Eat It campaign headquarters — Ramping it up for fall Food
Gardening!

School may have started but don't hang up your garden tools yet! It's time for Fall Food
Gardening in YOUR back yard! Click here to see Fall Food Gardening classes available in your
county.

While much of civilization was on vacation this summer, Alix & Emily, the Home and Garden
Information Center’s students from the School of Journalism, efficiently, enthusiastically, and
skillfully modernized the way in which we communicate with the outside world.

Video
Alix & Emily braved Maryland’s summer to capture gardening footage for our how-to and
informational videos. Initially hoping to have 5 videos finished by summer’s end, the
Dynamic A&E Duo wowed us with an impressive 29 videos completed for GIEI and HGIC.
Many more have been filmed and are ready for editing. Topics include Soil Testing, No
Till/lLasagna Gardening, Vertical Gardening, Snakes of Maryland, Turtles of Maryland, Bed Bugs
(Eewww!), and The Invaders!

In 2 months, the number of unique users viewing videos on the UMDHGIC YouTube channel has
grown from zero on June 23 when the first video was posted to over 400 unique viewers daily as
of the end of August.

Social Media
Lest you think they were slacking, A&E succeeded in narrowing the generation gap
U ' of our audience by appealing to the tech savvy population through the magic of
Facebook and Twitter. GIEI's Facebook page has 189 followers and GIEI's Twitter
account has 116 followers and both are growing. Facebook followers can upload fan photos,
share and comment on posts, view upcoming class events, and participate in discussions.
Twitter followers re-tweet GIEI tweets to their followers and so on, and so on...

7
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Why does this matter? The internet is here to stay. As people increasingly look for gardening
information on the web, Facebook and Twitter are just 2 of many ways to increase the chances of
them finding us!

Join the Network

(o i The number of food gardeners in Maryland has grown to 2,778. Show your
support of the program by joining Maryland’s Food Gardening Network and you
may just win a Maryland Salad Box™ kit. Winners for May, June, and July are
already harvesting their salad greens. Will you be next?

Teaching Marylanders

» Jon Traunfeld has just completed the summer field trip portion of GIEI training for
500 Master Gardeners. Fall food gardening classes have begun. Click here to see
what classes are scheduled in each county. This link will also show the GIEI contact
information for each county. Don’t see what you're looking for in your county?
Contact the county GIEI coordinator to inquire about their schedule.

Expanding Social Media to HGIC
Blogging, Facebook, and Twitter have been so successful in promoting Grow It Eat It that it just

JJumexension ¥ makes sense to apply it to the Home and Garden Information
HQI I le ? ﬁardel | Center as well. So effective immediately, you can now follow the
INFO

RMATIONCERTER  Home and Garden Information Center on Facebook and Twitter!

What's Next?

Stay tuned...we have at least one more trick up our collective sleeves. But you’ll have to wait
until the next update to find out. Or become followers of GIElI and HGIC on Facebook and Twitter
to be the first to know!

Want an easy way to communicate with your fellow Master Gardeners?

If you would like an easy way to send a message out to the whole MG group or see messages sent
by others, think about joining our Yahoo MG email group. This is a way for anyone to send or
respond to messages or announcements (separate from the newsletter). All you need to do is to let
Robin Costas know you want to be on the list by sending her an email at costasrt@gmail.com

Go to First Page

Update Your Info

Has your contact information recently changed? Update your info today!
All it take is an email to rebeedle@verizon.net

Check the MG Directory On-line at
http://annearundel.umd.edu/mdfiles/MGDirectory.pdf
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Issued: September, 2009
RainScaping Newsletter

It's all about creating "Beautiful Solutions to Water Pollution!"

Homeowners and communities throughout Anne Arundel County are implementing easy-to-use
RainScaping solutions to clean up our streams, creeks, rivers, and the Chesapeake Bay. RainScaping
techniques—such as installing rain gardens, native trees and shrubs, rain barrels, and permeable
pavers—are proven and widely-accepted "beautiful landscaping techniques" that effectively manage
stormwater runoff at the source, while protecting natural resources and providing wildlife habitat. By
RainScaping, including planting native plants that don't require fertilizers and pesticides, we will improve
water quality in our local waterways and the Chesapeake Bay, while creating habitats full of beauty and
life where local birds and butterflies will thrive!

Saturday, September 19th, Chesapeake Ecology Center's Garden Open House & Native Plant Sale
9 a.m. — 2 p.m., the Chesapeake Ecology Center (CEC) will hold its annual Garden Open House and
Native Plant Sale, and all are invited to this free event at 245 Clay Street, Annapolis, Maryland 21401.
Whole Foods Market will generously donate refreshments. Master Gardeners will lead guided tours of
the 24+ Native Plant Demonstration Gardens and Sites, including eight rain gardens, at 10 a.m., 11 a.m.,
and Noon. A variety of native perennials, in sizes ranging from plugs to quart and gallon sizes, as well as
a limited selection of popular native trees and shrubs, will be available. Generous assistance is also
provided by Greenskeeper Environmental, Clear Ridge Nursery, and Signature Horticultural Services. In
case of rain, this event will take place on Sunday, September 20th, 9 a.m. — 2 p.m. For directions and
information about the CEC, visit: www.ChesapeakeEcologyCenter.org.

Sunday, September 27th, South River Federation Fish Fry

2 - 6 p.m., South River Federation Fish Fry, at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation's Philip Merrill Center, 6
Herndon Avenue, Annapolis, Maryland 21403. At the end of each summer, South River Federation
celebrates another year of restoration projects and advocacy with its annual Fish Fry. "We are all
working hard to improve the water quality of the South River - but for one afternoon, we'll kick back and
enjoy some good food, live music and a beautiful setting." Enjoy fresh, local fish, cooked on-site; clam
chowder donated by SeaWatch International, along with Cole's famous home-made hush-puppies and
fresh produce from the Eastern Shore, and cole slaw and watermelon donated by Whole Foods Market."
Face painting / Fish Seining / Fish Stenciling AND MORE!! For more information about the South River
Federation's annual Fish Fry, visit: www.southriverfederation.net.

Saturday, October 24th, Make - A - Difference — Day: Rain Garden Installation

9 a.m. — Noon, Make A Difference Day Rain Garden Installation. Join us for the nationwide Make A
Difference Day for the installation of a new Shade Rain Garden, and for the installation of native trees
and shrubs on the 10-acre Adams Academy/CEC campus at 245 Clay Street, Annapolis, Maryland
21401.

Plant & Be Counted! Marylanders Plant Trees

When it comes to decreasing our negative impact on the planet and reaping a whole litany of personal
and public benefits, Maryland has an important new goal, one in which every Marylander can play an
important role!

Citing the importance of trees to our environment, our quality of life—and even our pocketbooks—Iast fall
Governor Martin O'Malley offered up a commitment and a challenge: The State of Maryland has
committed to a program to plant one million new trees by 2011. And the Governor is challenging
Maryland citizens to join him in reforesting our state by planting 50,000 trees this year.

"All things being equal, forests are by far our most strategically important natural resource," says
Governor O'Malley. "In addition to protecting water quality, cleaning our air and providing wildlife habitat,
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one large tree can eliminate 5,000 gallons of stormwater runoff annually, and well placed trees can help
reduce energy costs by 15 to 35 percent."

Obtain a coupon at - www.trees.maryland.gov - worth $25 off the purchase of one tree with a retail value
of $50 or more at all participating retail nurseries and garden centers.

Did you know about Anne Arundel County's Tax Credit for installing rain barrels and rain
gardens?

Anne Arundel County property owners who install rain barrels, rain gardens or other stormwater controls
are eligible for a property-tax credit equal to 10 percent of the cost of the improvement, for five years.
The deduction is capped at $10,000 over the five years. Homeowners will receive a 10 percent credit for
each of the five years, for 50 percent total.

South River Federation Constructs Rain Gardens in Beard's Creek

South River Federation was awarded a Targeted Watershed Initiative grant from the Chesapeake Bay
Trust in 2007, to reduce stormwater runoff in specific small watersheds. Beard's Creek is greatly
impacted by polluted runoff and has some of the worst water quality in the South River watershed. To
address this issue, South River Federation implemented the Beard's Creek Initiative. This included
getting commitments from homeowners in the Beard's Creek watershed—through a River Friendly
Stewardship Pledge—to agree to have small rain gardens installed on their property. To date, 11
residential rain gardens have been installed in Southdown Shores, Edgewater Beach Shady Section,
and Annapolis Landing. To learn more about this program, visit:
www.southriverfederation.net/index.php/restoration/rain-gardens.

Will you spend $10 on your home to protect the Chesapeake Bay?

If a downspout from your gutter aims rain water from your roof down your driveway, you can make a
simple change for significant improvement of the health of local waterways and the Bay! The water
flowing from your driveway runs off into the street -- picking up automobile petroleum products and heavy
metals, lawn fertilizers and chemicals, pet waste and trash -- then into the storm drain and unfiltered to
your local waterway and to the Bay. The rain water flows downstream, eroding banks and adding
sediment to runoff, destroying habitat and creating "dead zones" in the Bay. The amount of rainwater you
retain on your property -- as nature intended -- is the measure of what you are doing at home to help
waterways and the Bay.

You can solve the downspout problem by buying a flexible downspout extension for about $10 at the
hardware store. Attach the extension to the end of the downspout and aim rainwater away from your
driveway to trees, shrubs, flower beds, and rain gardens where rain water can soak into the ground and
be filtered naturally.

For example, in Crofton, the downspout program "A Turn for the Better" will help reduce roof/driveway
runoff for 57 % of the homes, as estimated by a recent survey. A small step with large results for a hour
of work. County homeowners can take "A Turn for the Better" to clean up our waterways and the Bay!
For more information on RainScaping techniques, visit: www.RainScaping.org

The RainScaping Campaign—an Environmental Partnership for Stormwater Runoff Solutions—currently
has 38 (and growing) partners, all with a common purpose of improving the health of our tributaries and
the Chesapeake Bay by motivating a critical mass of residents to make RainScaping the norm in Anne
Arundel County.

The campaign is supported by www.RainScaping.org, which includes information on stormwater runoff
problems and solutions. To help you plan your rain garden or other conservation landscaping project,
see our extensive native plant list. You'll also find calculators to help you determine the size of your rain
garden, number of native plants needed, and amount of mulch needed. There is also an extensive
Resources List on the Resources/Media Kit page.

© Copyright 2009 Rainscaping | Produced by Clarity Connect, Inc.
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