How to use the “Cost Avoidance Survey Form”
(form is located at http://mastergardener.umd.edu/files/PlantClinicCostAvoid.pdf)

As a Master Gardener you provide valuable educational services to individuals and organizations in your county/city. In many cases our clients save money (avoid costs) as a result of your programs and the technical assistance you provide. 

We can increase local and state support for the MG program by collecting and sharing evidence of the many ways MGs help individuals and organizations save money. You’ll need to do a brief interview with the client to write up these simple stories. Direct quotes and estimated or actual $ savings add power to the story. Photos add a lot of punch to the story if you can get them. Below are some examples of success stories (they can be written in 1st person, 3rd person or a combination).

Make a copy of this form after it’s completed. Mail the copy to Robin or Jon at the state office and give the original to your MG Coordinator. Thank you for recording and sharing these important stories. 

Issue/problem: I wanted to grow a vegetable garden but didn’t know how.

Action taken:  I took a class taught by MGs and visited their demo garden a few times during the summer. 

Resulting benefits: “I grew a first year garden that was about 200 sq. ft. and I ate fresh veggies most every day from June to October. I think it improved my health and I saved at least $400 on my food bill.”According to the PTSA president: “The MGs saved us $500- the cost of hiring a landscape designer. They helped us create a beautiful garden that helped us earn Green School certification.”  

Issue/problem: Large trees in the client’s yard started losing lots of new leaves in the spring.

Action taken: The client came to our Sat. morning Ask A Master Gardener plant clinic. We examined the leaves and determined that the problem was shade tree anthracnose.

Resulting benefits: The client had received an estimate from a tree care company of $700 to spray his trees to control the disease. We explained that the disease was not a serious threat to his trees, that it was worse this year because of wet weather, and that he should just rake up and dispose of the leaves and not spray the trees. He was very pleased.

Issue/problem: The PTSA had limited funds and needed a design for a butterfly/pollinator garden at the elementary school.

Action taken: MGs designed the garden and provided drawings, plant list, and technical advice about creating, planting, and maintaining the garden.

Resulting benefits: According to the PTSA president: “The MGs saved us $500- the cost of hiring a landscape designer. They helped us create a beautiful garden that helped us earn Green School certification.”  
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